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Prisoners for Palestine: 
A List of 
Women Political Prisoners 
SORAYA ANTONIUS* 

Who, if I cried, would hear me among the angelic orders? 

Before June 1967, when Israel occupied the West Bank and Gaza, the 
number of women imprisoned for political reasons could literally be counted 
on one's fingers. This was partly due to paternalism, to the belief that 
women's opinions were of no great import, and partly to a reluctance to 
place women in prison, among criminals. 

In the first weeks of the occupation the Israeli military administrators 
showed a similar circumspection. The first sentences imposed were fines, and 
during the remaining months of the year very few (nine according to my 
data) women were arrested, and of those few the better-known were 
deported to Amman. But as resistance increased so did repression. In 1968 
about 100 women were arrested; in 1969, 200. For the period 1967 to 1979 
there is a total of 1,229 given in this list, which does not include over 150 
names for which no details are available, nor the hundreds of women and 
girls rounded up in the Gaza Strip and kept in detention camps in Sinai in 
1972. I estimate that at the very least over two thousand women have been 
arrested by the Israelis. Unless political arrests are carried out on a massive 
scale, they are not well reported by the Israeli press. One reads, for example, 
that "one hundred and six children [of both sexes] have so far been brought 
to summary trial in various West Bank towns..."' or that "scores have been 
rounded up"; but the detention of an individual woman is not reported 
unless she is promninent in her community, or known to the Western media, 
or unless she is brought to trial for a specific action, or is deported and feels 

* Soraya Antonius is a freelance journalist living in Beirut. 
1 Jerusalem Post, November 14, 1975. 
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she can talk without fear of reprisals against her family. Cases of administra- 
tive detention are not reported, although a woman may be detained for long 
periods (e.g. Leila Odeh, who spent nearly a year and a half in prison on 
suspicion of knowing about her sister's activities, but who was never charged; 
or Wadad Aswad who was arrested four times and tortured, on suspicion of 
knowing about her husband's activities and who, again, was never charged or 
brought to trial). Again, when a man is arrested his wife or his mother or 
sisters are often arrested with him and held for questioning, sometimes for 
weeks, as in Qasim Tamimi's case, where his wife was only released because 
he died under interrogation, thereby closing the police enquiry. The arrest of 
a male suspect's womenfolk is seldom reported. 

The best-publicized example of this media silence is that of Brigit 
Schultz, who was arrested in Nairobi in 1976, clandestinely transferred to 
Israel, and held there for 14 months before her mother found out where she 
was. Even then the fact that she was being held without trial was only made 
public because her mother threatened to hold a press conference under PLO 
auspices to reveal the truth. This case has received some public attention 
because it concerns a citizen of the Federal Republic of Germany; the 
defenceless inhabitants of Gaza and the West Bank have slipped into the 
night in virtually total anonymity. 

The majority of detainees are imprisoned for interrogation, or to bring 
pressure to bear on male relatives, or even as a preemptive measure, as in the 
case of Sara Barakat, who was arrested some time before Balfour Day in 
order to prevent the possibility of her organizing a demonstration. Admini- 
strative detainees cannot be kept for longer than six months at a time without 
being charged, but a single magistrate can visit the prison and then and there 
renew the period of detention for a further six months, and this can be 
repeated, without even a simulacrum of a trial. It is only necessary that 
security reasons" be invoked by the military administration. These cases are 

never reported. To give an idea of the numbers involved: In one year, 1976, 
thirty-three thousand men and women were detained, of whom "only 
8,000... were charged because the police follow a policy of 'indiscriminate 
mass arrests'.... There is not another enlightened democracy in the world 
which follows such a policy of mass arrests of innocent people."2 

In cases where trials are held, and the prisoners allowed access to a 
lawyer, the concept of "innocent until proved guilty" does not prevail. The 
proceedings are conducted in Hebrew and translations are inadequate and 

2 Israeli Bar Association representative to the Knesset Law Committee, January 11, 1978. He was 
worried about this policy leading to increased criminal activity, since the police were otherwise 
occupied; and that eventually Jewish citizens might come to be arrested too. 
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faulty; the signed "confessions," which are usually the only incriminating 
evidence, are in Hebrew, a language which few of the defendants know. In 
one case, Aliya Abu-Dayya testified that she had "signed" the confession 
after having "read" it although she not only did not know a word of 
Hebrew, but was also illiterate. 

As for the mass trials, this is an Israeli account of one held on March 8, 
1977: 

Some sixty students held in Ramallah prison... were brought before a quick military 
"trial," if one can use such a word about what actually happens on such occasions. 
There was no formal or informal accusation of any kind. No opportunity for any 
consultation with lawyers or parents was allowed. Each student was merely asked 
"Do you confess? " without even being told about what or to what he should 
confess or what law he had broken. Everyone who said "I confess" received 
automatically a fine of IL 1,000. Everyone who said "I do not confess" received 
immediately a fine of IL 2,500.... Such trials are now the norm in the West Bank, so 
far as youths and children are concerned, and indeed happen very frequently.3 

Reasons of space prevent giving details of physical conditions in Israeli 
jails, described by an Israeli journalist as 

... Subhuman... terribly overcrowded; the cells are dark and damp.... Food is 
meager both in quality and quantity.... The sanitary conditions are miserable.... 
Medical care is given to the prisoner only when his condition is critical. The 
assumption which underlies the policy of the Prison Service is that a denial of 
liberty is not enough; the prisoner should be oppressed by every possible means. 
The slogan is: "A good prisoner is a broken prisoner."4 

Daily calorie intake averages 852, compared to over 2,000 for normal 
requirements.' Average living space is less than 2.2 square metres compared 
to 11.3 square metres in the US.6 Discrimination between Jewish and 
Palestinian prisoners is standard practice. In Beersheba prison, for example, 
Israelis have beds and ten blankets, Palestinians have no beds and five 
blankets; Israelis receive four visitors a month, Palestinians receive one visitor 
a month; imprisoned Palestinian children and students have no possibility of 
pursuing their studies.7 

3 "Report on the Oppression in Ramallah and al-Bireh, March 1977" by Eytan Grosfeld and Dr. 
Israel Shahak, in The Colonization of the West Bank Territories by Israel... US Senate hearings, 
Ociober 17 and 18, 1977 (Washington, 1978). 

4 Sylvia Adiv, "Political Prisoners in the Infernal Jails," in Haolam Hlazeb, May 14, 1975, quoted 
in Treatment of Palestinians in Israeli-Occupied West Bank and Gaza, Report of the National Lawyers 
Guild Middle East Delegation (New York, 1978). 

5 Siba Fahoum, (ed.) Palestinian Political Women Prisoners and Detainees in Israeli Prisons 
(Women's International League for Peace and Freedom, Lebanese section, Beirut, n.d., 1975? ); and 
the Palestine Red Crescent Society. 

6 Times, February 10, 1977. 
'7 Violations of Human Rights in the West Bank: Report by a Swiss League for Human Rights 

Observation Mission, June 26 to July 2, 1977 (in US Senate hearings, op. cit.). 
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Torture and maltreatment of detainees have been attested to by several 
outside observers, notably by Amnesty International, the Swiss League for 
Human Rights, the US National Lawyers Guild, the UN Special Committee 
to Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting the Human Rights of the Population 
of the Occupied Territories, the International Committee of the Red Cross 
(Report on Nablus Prison, 1968), the Sunday Times, and, in Israel, by the 
Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights and the Israeli lawyers Felicia 
Langer and Lea Tsemel. 

For technical reasons it has not been possible to include both date of 
arrest and of sentencing in the cases where a trial was held. Dates given here 
are always the earlier one (year only). When the year of birth is not known 
the age given is that at the time of arrest. "Sentence" refers to the Israeli 
accusation and does not connote accuracy, particularly in respect to 
affiliation in a specific resistance organization. It should be noted that the 
charge "member of an illegal organization" frequently implies membership 
in a students' union or a women's charitable association, rather than a 
militarily active group. Raising the Palestinian flag, singing Palestinian songs, 
wearing a white tee-shirt with red, black and green colours, are all political 
crimes subsumed under the charge "opposing the occupation."8 I have stuck 
to the official charge; but in cases where facts - age, place of origin, 
occupation - were obtained from former prisoners I have added them. 
Where the date of arrest has been impossible to trace, the date of release is 
given instead. Cases of deportation, implemented because the prisoner had 
become seriously ill after her interrogation, or because no charges could be 
preferred against her or because of foreign governmental intervention, have 
been included. The phrase "released under prisoner exchange"refers to an 
exchange agreed upon by Israel and the PLO in March 1979 when 76 
Palestinian political prisoners were exchanged for an Israeli soldier captured 
in the 1978 invasion of South Lebanon. It is to this that Rasmiya Odeh 
refers in her interview. I have also added cases of homes being demolished, 
since in every case this was done while the suspect was still under 
interrogation and therefore presumed innocent under the law. It should be 
remembered that when houses are demolished the families are not allowed to 
remove a single item of furniture from them. Nor are they allowed to rebuild 
them later, unless the suspect is proved innocent. 

Age is no defence. Many of the prisoners listed here were minors, but this 

8 " .. the definition of 'membership' Lin a resistance organization] used by the Israeli authorities is 
potentially so broad that they may define as criminal those acts which, under Article I (a) of Amnesty 
International's Statute, are clearly acts of conscience." Amnesty International, Annual Report 
(London, 1978), p. 261. 
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did not save them from imprisonment among Israeli common criminals, 
generally prostitutes and drug-pushers. The youngest children here are the 
schoolgirls, all under 14, from St. Joseph's School in Jerusalem, arrested in 
May 1974, who probably include the Kutayin children aged 13 and 14 
mentioned in the Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights May 1974 
report. 9 Women of 70 have also been arrested, as have pregnant women and 
mothers with small children at home and no one to care for them. It is to the 
honour of all that they have been deterred neither by the appalling reports 
of torture nor by the unheroic difficulties of keeping their families cared for 
in their absence. And it is because of their courage under suffering that a 
contemporary, bitter saying has become current: "Al-ard qabl al-'ird.' 0 

INTERVIEWS WITH TWO FORMER PRISONERS 
Issam Abdel-Hadi 

I had always wanted to go to university and my family had agreed to let 
me, but we lost our land, in Marj ibn 'Amer, in the 1948 war, so it was no 
longer possible. I had just completed my secondary school studies, then I 
married and then I was coopted into the Women's Union (al-Ittihad al-Nissai) 
and in 1949 became its honorary secretary. My husband encouraged me, 
then as always, and has never criticized me for my activities; otherwise I 
should have found it very difficult. And my mother-in-law ran the house for 
me. She wore the veil ( I did too for a year, but I took it off when I went to 
school). 

Nablus was bombed from the air in the 1948 war and a lot of our young 
men went off to fight. Then the refugees began arriving, floods of them, and 
the Nabulsis collected food, medicine, blankets, mattresses, and housed them 
in the schools and mosques and churches. The women's clubs and centres all 
over Palestine had been converted to emergency stations for the wounded 
and now they had to be changed to cope with the refugees. Eventually three 
refugee camps were set up in 'Askar, Beit al-Mai and Ballata, for about 
40,000 people. After things got more settled we established a free maternity 
hospital for refugees and then a children's hospital, because we saw what a 
wretched condition the children were in when they came to visit their 
mothers. (These two institutions still exist, but they are now open to 
everyone because the problem now is no longer a refugee problem, it's 
something else.) Then there was a sports-cum-cultural club for girls, which 
had been founded in 1945; we took it over in 1949 and held literacy classes 

9 Lebanese Association for Information on Palestine and Institute for Palestine Studies, Arabs 
Under Israeli Occupation (1974), (Beirut, n.d.), p. 18. 

10 "The land before our women's honour. 
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and taught typing, shorthand, book-keeping and languages (since the occu- 
pation we teach Hebrew as well as French and English). All the classes are 
free for refugees and poor people, but those who can afford it pay. Then in 
1952 we founded a girls' orphanage, Rawdat al-Fatayat, for the daughters of 
martyrs who had no one to look after them, and for the most needy. There 
were 35 girls at first, now there are 165; their ages range from two until their 
future can be assured. Support comes mainly from the wealthy families of 
Nablus, but later the Gulf states helped us and we built a lovely place with 
four floors. At first the girls only attended primary schools, but later they 
went up to the secondary school leaving certificate, which allowed them to 
get jobs and support themselves. We also established a vocational training 
centre, and we kept in touch with our girls after they left us. Then we 
started a class to teach blind girls Braille, beginning with eight or nine and 
reaching 35 by 1969. We had trouble getting the families to accept because 
they felt wounded in their pride: that the implication was that they couldn't 
look after their handicapped girls. But apart from this particular problem, 
and in spite of the fact that Nablus is a conservative city, we were always 
greatly encouraged by everyone's support. 

The years went past.... In 1964 when the PLO was established, we were 
chosen to be delegates to the Palestine National Council (al-Majlis al-Watani 
al-Filastini), not as women but as national figures. I was a member of the 
preparatory committee in Jerusalem, later 12 women were elected (there 
were over 450 men). I felt the establishment of the PLO was a glimmer of 
hope, a beginning of national mobilization. We had been deprived of our 
identity for 20 years and now at last the road was opening a little. We were 
all yearning for something, for anything, and we wanted to turn all our 
activities into political activity. It wasn't easy in those days. There was a 
saying that was current: "The PLO was born by decree of presidents and 
kings and the PLO can be killed by the decision of presidents and kings," but 
I didn't agree with this. I felt it was the beginning of the road. 

In August 1965, at the suggestion of the PLO, we held a conference and 
invited representatives from all over Palestine to create an organization to 
represent and mobilize Palestinian women, and to work for the liberation of 
Palestine. This was the beginning of the General Union of Palestinian Women 
(GUPW). Our constitution was based on the PLO National Charter and our 
headquarters were in Jerusalem until early 1967 (when the Jordanian 
government withdrew its recognition of the PLO and shut all its offices, as a 
consequence of the troubles in Samu'). The other women's organizations 
cooperated and sent delegates to the PLO board, but they retained their 
administrative identity and independence and in this they were right, 
because it meant the Jordanian authorities could not close down their offices 
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when they closed ours. Well, to return to the establishing of the GUPW, the 
139 delegates elected an administrative council who in turn elected nine 
members to the Executive Committee. The cities and towns they represented 
were Jerusalem, Nablus, Jenin, Bethlehem, Tulkarm, Hebron and Ramallah. 
Gaza was represented on the administrative council but the delegates could 
not attend the bi-weekly meetings because in order to reach the West Bank 
they had to travel to Cairo and then to Jerusalem. I was elected president of 
the GUPW Executive Committee with 97 percent of the votes. 

When our office was closed down we went underground and continued 
our work and meetings clandestinely. We went abroad to carry on our 
activities, but it was difficult; I must say we felt it, because a large part of 
our work was information on the Palestine problem and there we were 
defeated because we simply could not do it in secret. So when the PLO 
headquarters were moved to Cairo we delegated responsibility to our 
representative in Cairo, and the Egyptian branch became the Executive 
Committee as they could work openly. 

On Monday, June 5, 1967, we were working in Jerusalem, in Wadi Joz. It 
was very difficult to get back to Nablus - there were 13 of us, we rushed off 
to the taxi station and squeezed into the last cars to leave before the road 
was closed. On the following Wednesday afternoon the Israeli army entered 
Nablus. We had a lot of civilian wounded from the shelling and fighting, and 
75 young men were killed trying to defend Nablus with old rifles. They 
sheltered behind rocks on the hill above and fired at the Israelis in a 
desperate attempt, but they were all killed. The Israelis captured eleven of 
them alive and brought them to an open field and dug a trench. The families 
of the boys were brought to watch as the Israelis put the eleven, who were 
roped together, into the trench and shot them. The corpses were left there 
for 48 hours before the families were allowed to bury them, which is against 
our religious observances - and there was no funeral service, of course. 

The truth is that Nablus, like everywhere else, had no meanis of resistance. 
We had begun, too late, to prepare for war a week before it broke out: first 
aid training and a little light arms training, because the Jordanian govern- 
ment no longer objected to this after Hussein's reconciliation with Abdul- 
Nasser. We didn't have any arms and yet we were living in hope, although we 
were worse prepared than in 1948. All the people of Qalqilya were kicked 
out of their town; they left their homes and arrived in Nablus carrying 
bundles of food and clothes, sadness and shock on their faces. It was the 
same picture we had seen in 1948, exactly the same picture. 

Everyone was beaten to the ground - I was plhysically ill - but we had to 
work, we had to hclp the wounded and the famnilics of the killed. The one 
encouraging thing was that the Palestinians who had been in Israel, cut off 
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since 1948, came to see us, to see the families they had been separated from 
for 19 years. And they gave us advice and warned us about what the Israelis 
would do to us, how we were going to become labourers serving the Israeli 
economy. They told us, "Keep silent, take great care, be steadfast," and it 
gladdened us to see that they themselves were still steadfast. And whoever 
had a piastre to spare came to us to buy Arab goods. 

The Israelis imposed a curfew on the city - one was not even allowed to 
stand near a window. If a child appeared at his front door the parents would 
be shot; if a man went out to call a doctor he would be shot between his 
door and the neighbour's. Ways of humiliating us - they would round up all 
the men in a quarter and keep them kneeling in the street, rain or shine, 
while they inspected all the houses. Age made no difference. 

We began protesting against administrative detention because it was quite 
unbearable, especially since some of those arrested were children and some 
were very old. In July, a month after the occupation, we began compiling 
memoranda on what was going on - torture, mass arrests, administrative 
detention - to send to the foreign diplomats, the Vatican and ecclesiastical 
authorities and the International Red Cross (ICRC). At that time women 
were not yet watched very closely and we used to meet with foreigners and 
brief them, and lead strikes and demonstrations. 

In July I was brought in for questioning for the first time. They said to 
me, "You receive fedayeen in your husband's absence." I said, "Certainly 
not, we are conservative and respectable and I would never dream of 
receiving men in my husband's absence." They made a detailed search of the 
house and took me to the military interrogation centre, where they accused 
me of being in contact with "saboteurs." I denied the charge but felt 
uncomfortable, because I knew they were trying to intimidate me. They 
knew about my membership in the GUPW and kept on asking me what work 
I had with the terrorists, who visited me and whether I gave them money. 
They tried some political blandishments: "Isn't it a shame that you Arabs 
have been opposing us for 19 years? Isn't it time to live as good 
neighbours? " I said, "But we did live as neighbours until you started taking 
our country away from us; the 1948 war changed everything. You used to 
visit your Holy Places, but now can we visit ours in Acre and Haifa, can we? 
You've destroyed them, look at the cemetery in Mamilla Road." They said, 
"You're meeting nothing but communists, that's where you get this sort of 
information." Finally they returned me to the house at two in the morning. 
After that they brought me in for questioning five or six times before they 
imprisoned me - whenever there was a demonstration or incident, distur- 
bances over a rumour that someone had been arrested or tortured. The 
interrogators used to say, "You're either very active or you're very hated and 
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envied," and I used to reply that I was none of these things and that what I 
did was justified. But they went on accusing me, suspecting me. I'll give just 
one example: At the end of 1968 they became convinced that I had hidden a 
certain feda'i. So they went to our girls' school at midnight, and invaded the 
dormitories where the girls were sleeping and pulled their hair one by one, to 
make sure they were really girls and not the feda'i in hiding. The girls were 
terrified and shrieked and wept - imagine waking up in the middle of the 
night and finding the bedroom full of armed men pulling your hair! We can 
smile at it now, but at the time it was a frightening experience for the girls. 
It was Ramadan, too. 

For all their omnipotence, the Israelis were frightened of us, weak and 
unarmed as we were. Whenever they entered the old part of Nablus they 
would impose a curfew, and they always moved in groups, never alone. 
Women used to drop flower-pots on them, or overturn pans of hot water or 
oil. I remember once they chased a feda'i into the narrow streets and he hid 
in a woman's house. She was Latifa Stetiyeh, 65 years old; she refused to 
open the door so the Israelis broke it down and hit her on the head with 
their rifle butts and killed her. Then they went into the house, but in the 
time it had taken to batter her to death the feda'i had escaped. 

In February 1969, thirteen of our girls from the West Bank and Gaza 
went to mass on Sunday in the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. After the 
service they went and sat in front of Christ's Tomb, where they were joined 
by other women. In the evening we sent messengers to the foreign consulates 
and the various ecclesiastical authorities to tell them what was happening. 
The immediate reason for the sit-in was an incident in Gaza. A group of 
women from Rafah and Khan Yunis had gone to the prison in Gaza city to 
see their menfolk because they had heard that they were being tortured. 
They were not allowed in to see them, so they tried to storm the prison and 
the Israelis shot at them, killing three and wounding thirteen. So we decided 
to stage a hunger strike in the Holy Sepulchre, to protest against this and 
against the entire occupation. In the evening the army came and asked us 
why we were sitting there. They said, "It's not prayer time and we see some 
of you are Muslim [because of the headscarves] and this is not your place. 
Go to the mosque, get out, you have no right to be in a church." We replied, 
"We refuse to discriminate. Muslim and Christian, we all respect this place." 
There were about 90 of us at that point. The soldiers opened all our 
handbags and found our memorandum in three bags and arrested the owners, 
saying they would be detained until we all vacated the Holy Sepulchre. But 
we refused to leave. The memorandum contained a protest against the 
annexation of Jerusalem, against neighbourhood punishment, against all the 
other infractions of the Geneva Conventions - confiscation of property, 
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deportation, exploiting of labour, the massacres in retaliation for resis- 
tance, and against the military occupation in general. 

We stayed there two nights and three days without food or water. It was 
bitterly cold, but the National League (al-Lijna al-Wataniya) sent us blankets 
and vitamins. The Israelis kept the vitamins, saying we didn't need them if 
we were on a hunger strike. In the daytime hundreds joined us, but women 
had to go home to see to their children so only about 90 of us remained 
sleeping there. At 5 a.m. all the labourers would make a point of passing by 
the Holy Sepulchre on the way to work and would smile encouragingly and 
make the V-sign, and at 7 a.m. the children would all detour to pass by on 
their way to school. Representatives from the ICRC and the consulates also 
came but they never spoke to us; they just stared. The Israelis posted guards 
to watch us. And on the third day the Israeli authorities closed and locked 
the great entrance door of the Holy Sepulchre, for the first time in history 
since it was built. That day the Arab mayors and the leaders of the Muslim 
and Christian clergy came to ask us to end the strike. They promised to 
continue pressing our claims, so we went home. It was a tiring and strenuous 
experience but I consider that it was very successful. 

On March 13, 1969 soldiers came to our house. We were expecting it, 
because two days earlier 25 girls (some of them only 14 years old) had been 
arrested on the charge of membership in the General Union of Palestinian 
Students (GUPS), so we knew something was wrong. The soldiers searched 
the house and, to my astonishment, they found a typewriter and a ream of 
blank typing paper hidden in the larder. To this day, honestly, I don't know 
where it came from, but at the time I kept silent because I thought it might 
belong to my daughter - who was then 16 - and she kept quiet because she 
thought it belonged to me. As soon as the soldiers found it they came to me 
and said they were arresting me and my daughter. The thing is that the 
Israelis were always intensely suspicious of private people who owned a 
typewriter and it was always considered a proof of guilt. They told us to 
dress and get into the patrol cars. My husband asked what we were charged 
with and they replied, "We'll tell you later, they may be returned tonight." 
And they took us to Nablus Central Prison. There we saw all the girls who 
had been arrested two days earlier, blindfolded, their hands tied behind their 
backs, their faces showing traces of slapping. In another room we saw several 
young men, also blindfolded, handcuffed, and beaten black and blue, sitting 
on the ground in a circle. 

We were taken to a room where the first interrogation took place. They 
asked whether I had any connection with Jerusalem or Ramallah, and I said 
that I did not. They accused my daughter of membership in GUPS and of 
belonging to one of the resistance groups. She denied both charges and was 
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sent to join the other girls. They told me, "You will have to confess. We've 
questioned you six or seven times already and warned you; now we have 
proof." I told them that I had done nothing. In the late afternoon they took 
me to Jerusalem and we reached the Russian Compound (Moscobiya) at 
about 6 p.m. They had given me nothing to eat all day. They took me, I 
think, to the third floor - I don't remember now exactly where the 
interrogation centre was. I was put in a room and when they turned on the 
light I saw that the walls were all spattered with blood, but otherwise the 
room was clean. They brought a bed and blankets. An officer came at 8 p.m. 
and said, "I saw you a month ago in the Holy Sepulchre. I remember you 
were wearing the same coat. Why did you organize the strike? " I replied 
that the honour of organizing it was not mine and the word "honour" made 
him angry and he left. Others came, and after the routine questions they 
tried to frighten me by saying they had many accusations against me. I 
remember one of the questions was strange, "Have you ever used the hand 
cream 'Clipp'? " I said no, why? "Oh, just asking." Then they showed me 
the photographs of two girls. I denied knowing them, but in fact I did, and 
they were hidden somewhere, but I said nothing. They said, "Have you ever 
heard of Eichmann? The way we brought him in we'll bring in these girls, 
however far away they are." Then they left. They used to do that all the 
time, arriving and leaving abruptly throughout the interrogation. They asked 
me, "Do you know where you are? " 

Next to me was a wooden partition and all night long I heard interro- 
gations and beatings and men begging the torturers to stop. It was then I 
became convinced that anyone will confess to anything just to stop the 
torture. I don't think it was tapes I heard because once I saw them dragging 
Mariam Shakhshir, who was 18 or 19 then, out of the torture room, and she 
looked very badly hurt. I'd hear men saying, "Stop it and I'll give you the 
names," or show the caves, or whatever, and I think that sometimes people 
used to confess to things they had never done just to end the torment. I used 
to see them lying in the corridor afterwards but we weren't allowed to speak 
to each other. They did use tapes but they also used the real thing. 

The second day they told me they had tangible proof that I had sent JD 
500 to a clergyman and that it was to help the resistance. In my note to the 
clergyman I had said it was to be given to the poor in Gaza, but they didn't 
believe this. "You are Muslim, why should you give money to a Christian 
priest to help the poor? " I denied everything else, but this I couldn't deny 
because they had my note. They kept me three nights in the interrogation 
centre; the fourth night I was moved to a cell in the Moscobiya. Aisha and 
Rasmiya Odeh were there; I couldn't see them but we could speak because 
the big room was divided into- stalls by partitions. They told me they had 
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seen my daughter in Nablus prison, although the Israelis had told me they 
were going to release her. Then the wardress stopped us from talking. The 
next night I was taken to Nablus prison and put in a cell, alone. We all slept 
on the floor on a shoddy mattress without a pillow. There was one bathroom 
for the entire section of about 40 and we were allowed one bath a week. 

I used to see girls returning, beaten, from an interrogation. Ne'met Kamal 
(25) came out gasping and choking, her hand broken and flapping at the 
wrist; I didn't think she would live through the night. It was a common sight 
to see girls being carried back to their cells because they couldn't walk. 
Randa Nabulsi (17) was one of the four who were really tortured, not just 
beaten up, and she broke down. Amal Hanbali (17), another secondary 
schoolgirl, used to faint every time she remembered her interrogation. I 
knew of three definite cases of rape - there may have been more, but I 
know of three for certain. Of course some girls wouldn't talk about it 
because they were ashamed of the disgrace. My daughter was beaten, nothing 
more, her arms and legs marked all over by the whip, black and red and blue. 
They were all beaten; four were really tortured but they were steadfast. The 
ICRC is not allowed to see arrested prisoners for 14 days, and these are the 
hardest days. I remember they had to get doctors for the four severe cases, 
and of course the doctors told the girls' families and went with them to tell 
the Red Cross that it had to intervene. Well, the delegate came on the fourth 
day but the four girls were kept hidden in the interrogation room until he 
left. 

Then they interrogated me. There were four men in the room, and they 
said that there were many new accusations. "One of the terrorists has 
confessed that you cooperated with all the resistance groups and you know 
where two of the leaders are hidden right now. You have to tell us where 
they are. That's all, it's nothing complicated, but you will have to tell us." I 
denied everything and felt I would now have to be strong. They said, "We 
believed you before but not any longer." One of them was huge, blond; he 
spoke Arabic but was of German origin and notorious as a torturer. Another 
was pleasant and spoke English, "Please tell us, we don't want any trouble. 
We'll let you go home, you're not a young woman. Go home and live in 
peace with your children. Please help us." 

I answered, "I can't remember" to everything they asked, and added, 
"Perhaps I've lost my memory, due to age and the sorrows of the 
occupation." The big man replied, "They say in Nablus that your memory is 
like a reference library." 

Then one of them opened a suitcase and took out handcuffs, a chain, and 
three whips - a very thick leather one, another which was thinner and 
flatter, a third with a steel tip like a nail - and placed them on the 
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windowsill. They told me, "We'll know how to make you confess." I said, "I 
wish I knew the things you want to know but I don't." The huge blond went 
out and returned with my daughter. He grabbed her by her clothes, lifted her 
like a feather and sat her on the table. "Now, Mrs. Abdel-Hadi, will you 
speak, or are you willing to sacrifice your daughter for the sake of the 
terrorists? We'll throw your daughter to the soldiers. Do you call yourself a 
mother? You don't deserve this title." And things of that sort. I said, "If 
you believe that I am guilty, you must punish me, not my daughter. I'm 
ready for any punishment." And I took off my scarf and coat. He began to 
beat my daughter with the thin, flat whip; she made no sound. Then he 
switched to the thick one and she began to cry. And he said, using filthy 
words that I prefer not to repeat, "First we'll beat her, then we'll give her to 
the soldiers unless you tell us where the terrorists are hiding." I kept on 
saying, "It's enough that you beat my daughter yesterday, it's enough. She 
has nothing to do with my actions." The others kept on saying, "Mrs. 
Abdel-Hadi, please show some self-respect; you are a respectable woman, 
please confess." The big man now began beating my child with the 
steel-tipped whip and the blood came on her arms and legs - they never beat 
her on the face - because her skin was bruised from the day before. He went 
on using filthy, disgusting words and saying they would turn her into a 
prostitute. She had said nothing until then, but when he used the third whip 
she cried out: "Wubusb" (beasts). My blood was boiling, I can't tell you 
what I felt. I was so mad that I gathered all the saliva in my mouth and spat 
at them, the first time in my life I've ever done such a thing. I don't really 
know what happened then - I tried to grab the whip from the blond man, 
and he turned and hit me on the forehead. Blood poured all over my clothes 
as I put up my scarf to stop the bleeding. He repacked the suitcase, saying, 
"Why did you take the whip and hit yourself? We never touched you." The 
four men wrote out and signed a statement that I had grabbed the whip and 
beaten myself and they had never done anything. "We respect you, 
Mrs. Abdel-Hadi, but you don't respect yourself. We didn't have orders to 
beat you." They sent my daughter away and took me to a new cell on the 
first floor, because they didn't want the others to know I had been beaten. 
They cleaned up the blood and brought me better food than usual and a 
bench, and I slept on it. 

The electric light stayed on all night and I looked at the walls. There were 
some smears of blood but the really frightening thing was the graffiti. 
"So-and-so spent two nights here, and what will become of him after- 
wards? " "X came here after the interrogation, who knows what his fate will 
be? " "We are in this room tonight, and tomorrow...? " They were scrawled 
in pencil or scratched with a nail. They made a deep impression on me, those 
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unheard cries for help. 
Next day I was returned to the others, but they forbade me to talk to my 

daughter even during the morning and evening half-hour exercises in the 
yard. They interrogated me again, this time about the typewriter. Altogether 
there were seven interrogations during the 45 days I spent in the jail, but 
there was such an uproar in Nablus that they never beat my daughter or 
myself again. 

At 10 o'clock one morning they came and told me, "We are taking you to 
the bridge." From the beginning they had always threatened me with 
deportation. I asked them to let me go home and say goodbye to my 
husband and three other children. They said, "No, we'll tell your family and 
they can follow you to Amman. You all say that the West Bank is part of 
Jordan, well, you can all meet in Jordan." In the patrol car, driving to the 
bridge, I felt I had lost everything. I felt how weak, how powerless we are. 
This was the real day of occupation for me - I felt the full bitterness. 

They dropped us at the bridge and we walked across the border while the 
Israelis drove away, back to Nablus. The Jordanians welcomed us and got a 
car and took us to Salt, to the administrative headquarters, where they said, 
"Welcome, you are in your own country," and asked some questions, very 
brief and kind. They wanted to know whether I had anywhere to go and I 
told them my brother was in Amman and would certainly take me in. I 
arrived in the evening, exhausted and miserable, and talked to the journalists 
waiting there. 

My husband and the children joined me in 1972. They couldn't endure it 
any more. 

In Amman I resumed my work, openly, as president of the GUPW. We 
rented an office and began to work very hard. We did information and 
looked after women in the camps and mobilized them. We had our own 
militia of girls who had done military training, and in September 1970 we 
were wholly involved. The Jordanians found me during one of the searches 
after the fighting - a curfew was imposed and every house was searched - 
and accused me of being responsible for having organized what they called 
"the women's chaos" in the city. They told me I had to make a public 
appeal "to all these people to stop firing." I wrote, "In the name of 
Jordanian and Palestinian women, I appeal to all those who are fighting to 
stop doing so and to turn their guns on the common enemy." The GUPW 
offices were closed down by the Jordanian government in the spring of 
1971. 1 had quite a bit of trouble later - searches, questionings and so on. 
The GUPW was moved to Beirut and in 1974 we held a General Assembly 
and elected a new Executive Committee and I was re-elected president. But 
the Jordanians don't bother me now because they know my work isn't in 
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Jordan. Women are participating in public life, but not enough. They must 
do more, push more strongly. We are still too few in the Palestine National 
Council, 13 out of 300. 

Rasmiya Odeh 

I was born in Lifta in 1948 and when I was a month old my family fled to 
Ramallah. They had heard stories of the massacre of Deir Yassin and the 
stories of rape frightened them because they had four girls. At first we lived 
in a tent and life was very hard. We had left everything behind - anyway our 
livelihood came from the land, and how could we take the land with us? My 
father tried to scrape together a living by selling small goods in the streets 
but in the early 1950's he decided to emigrate to the US. The rest of the 
famnily stayed in Ramallah. There were 18 of us altogether, grandparents, 
uncles, aunts, children, squeezed into the tent. It was difficult. When my 
father sent some money from the States we rented two rooms but we still 
faced great hardship. And then my father was injured in an accident in the 
factory where he worked and went to hospital. Since he could send no more 
money we were forced to turn to UNRWA. My uncle earned some money 
selling materials but it wasn't enough. The family tried to return to Lifta to 
get some household goods from our house but they didn't succeed; others 
were killed trying to recover their possessions. My mother cried all the time. 
I used to ask her, "Why are you crying? Where's papa? " and she would say, 
"I cry because the Jews came from every corner of the earth and took 
everything we had and now we have nothing to live on." I missed my father 
and didn't understand his absence. I kept on looking for the place where he 
was hidden. My family tell me I used to get lost and they would find me 
wandering through the streets of Ramallah asking people, "Where is 
America? I'm looking for America and can't find it." To my child's 
understanding the return of my father was linked to the return of Palestine - 
one was gone because the other was lost. I never lived my childhood but 
spent my time with adults, asking them how to get back Palestine. And I saw 
everyone else living in the same conditions so I felt that if we were all in the 
same state then we had to solve the problem. 

We had a neighbour, a communist, who was constantly harried by [King] 
Abdullah's police. I felt this was because he wanted to work for the return of 
Palestine. I started going to communist meetings when I was 12 and then a 
year later I joined the Arab National Movement (ANM) because it seemed to 
be the political party that was most concerned with the problem. I kept my 
membership secret from the family, which was quite easy because my 
mother was alone and had six children to look after. 

About two years before the June 1967 war, father came home and settled 
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in Ramallah. He'd had a bad time after the factory accident; his leg was 
broken and badly set and had to be re-set. He was moved from hospital to 
hospital, a very bad time. We lived off the insurance payments, and saved 
and scraped and finally bought a house. Then the war came. I was sitting for 
my tawjihiya (school leaving certificate) that month. Father was in Jericho 
because the climate in the Valley was supposed to be good for his health and 
we walked there to join him. My mother said, "We've always been separated 
in life, at least let's die together." On the road we saw corpses burnt by 
napalm; the Good Samaritan Inn was full of charred bodies, so appallingly 
burnt we couldn't tell if they were civilian or military, and this affected me 
terribly. It was then that I became convinced that military action was more 
important than social or political work. 

After 20 days in Jericho we walked back to Ramallah. There we found 
that the room in which we had taken shelter had been destroyed by a shell; 
if we had stayed we would have been killed. Our home had been looted by 
the Israeli soldiers and everything of value taken. The streets of Ramallah 
were full of Israelis; this was the first time I saw them. They were elated and 
happy and we were so wretched; they were free and we were kept under 
curfew, restricted, and I kept on asking myself how I could take part in the 
struggle. Everything was in confusion and chaos, and political activity was 
largely confined to the students. We used to demonstrate and throw stones 
at the Israelis to protest against the desecration of mosques and against the 
looting. 

Around August or September more organized activity began, still among 
the students because it was easier for them to act; they didn't have families 
to support or jobs that they had to keep. There were arms in the area and we 
were given theoretical - visual - training so that we would know how to 
defend ourselves when the Israeli soldiers fired on our demonstrations. I 
wanted to actually fire a gun, not just study diagrams of firing mechanisms, 
and to do this I had to go abroad. But my family were against it; they didn't 
like me to leave the house because the streets were full of Israelis, and they 
were afraid of rape and insults. For instance, one day there was a large group 
of Israeli civilians visiting Ramallah, swaggering, looking as though they 
owned the place. A group of us stood there glaring at them, hate showing in 
our eyes, and the soldiers came up to us and told us, roughly, to clear off, 
and waved us off with their submachineguns. They didn't actually do 
anything to us but we were scared and so were our families. Even before the 
war my family was very conservative. My father was shocked by American 
customs and wanted to guard and preserve us from their influence. It was 
accepted that the struggle and imprisonment were men's preserve; we were 
not to be involved in demonstrations, in which Israelis might manhandle us. 

This content downloaded from 66.134.128.11 on Wed, 1 Oct 2014 10:50:54 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


PRISONERS FOR PALESTINE 45 

But from the time I was a child, I had always rejected this oppression of 
women and my family didn't or couldn't forbid my commitment. I was 
determined to get training, to do something; I had the will to achieve. My 
family agreed to let me go to Beirut to study because they thought it would 
keep me out of trouble. I got to know an informer, and cultivated him 
because informers were able to get one travel permits; also I thought that 
knowing him would protect me from suspicion in my political work, which 
proved to be true. This informer got me a permit to study abroad and I went 
to the Arab University in Beirut where I studied political economy. I also 
contacted people in Amman and Beirut, among them Wadi' Haddad, who 
was responsible for military affairs in the PFLP. 

It wasn't all military work, though; I was also interested in the women's 
problem. We couldn't accept the way she is treated, forbidden to come and 
go, to act freely, to marry as she pleases; just an armchair for men. We 
refused to accept this and tried to awaken her awareness and will to struggle, 
and to give her the assurance that she has the same gifts as men and can be 
strong and active. Formal education isn't enough; it doesn't change the 
men's attitudes. Even if I complete secondary school my father can still 
marry me off as he chooses. Girls finish school and return home and do 
nothing because there aren't many job opportunities for women, and 
because they are frightened that people may talk about them. Things 
changed after the occupation. The Israeli didn't differentiate between the 
sexes when he shot at demonstrators, or when he searched a house, or when 
he made an arrest. So danger changed the girls. Then the economic situation - 
inflation, unemployment - affected everyone. Twelve-year-old children 
began leaving school to help their fathers earn enough to keep their families. 
Men were no longer the only breadwinners. At first men opposed this state 
of affairs, but then they were forced to accept it. There has been an 
enormous change in the women's situation, social and economic, in the 
occupied territories. And there was daily danger and this also changed the 
women: they stopped thinking of how to please men, and began to think of 
building social structures, of fighting the occupier, of the future. The reality 
of the occupation strengthened their resolve. In Lebanon, by contrast, 
although women appear to be freer it's more superficial. 

I returned to the West Bank in early 1969 and was arrested on February 
28 and accused of involvement in the supermarket explosion in West 
Jerusalem and another in the British Consulate. We had placed a bomb there 
to protest Britain's decision to furnish arms to Israel. Actually we placed two 
bombs, the first was found before it went off so we placed another. The 
intention was not to hurt people but to remind the world that Palestinians 
existed, to reassert ourselves and to show that we couldn't accept the 
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occupation and Western connivance in silence. There were several resistance 
operations that week and the Israelis were mad. People were arrested just 
because they were not Jewish; in the Moscobiya alone there were about 400 
brought in. They were beaten up and then released; they were just passers-by 
and innocent of anything, but they were under suspicion because they were 
not Jews. Well, I was arrested a week after the operation; someone had given 
my name under torture. It was the Id al-Adha and all the family was present. 
They came at midnight when we were asleep and burst open the front door. 
"Where's Rasmiya? Where's Rasmiya? " My father asked them for their 
warrant, but they shoved him aside, entered the girls' bedroom and pulled 
me out of bed. I opened my eyes to see the room full of soldiers, my sisters 
petrified. They asked me at once, "Did you put the bomb in the super- 
market? " I said I knew nothing. They wouldn't let me dress so I just put a 
coat over my nightgown as it was raining. As soon as we got into the car 
they started slapping and punching me. They took me to the Ramallah 
prison for one or two hours - I'm not sure how long. Then they blindfolded 
and handcuffed me and took me to a place that I thought very far, because 
we drove for so long, but I learnt later that it was the Moscobiya, the torture 
factory. Without asking any questions they began beating and poking me. 
There were several secret police (mukbabarat) in civilian clothes, ten or 
twelve, not less and perhaps more, and a uniformed military guard at the 
door. After about half an hour I started screaming; they beat me and I tried 
to beat them back and they put handcuffs on me again and cursed me in 
Arabic. Even those who don't speak Arabic at all have learnt all the obscene 
words. They asked me if I recognized other prisoners whom they brought in 
one by one. They all looked badly beaten. They beat me with a wooden 
stick on my body and used an iron bar on my head, and when I lost 
consciousness they would pour water over me to revive me. I discovered the 
room had wooden partitions on three sides by being hurled against them. 
The room was quite bare and empty. Then the questions. This went on all 
day. 

In the afternoon they brought my father. "Save your daughter, say what 
you know." And they beat me in front of him; my father couldn't bear it 
and begged them to stop. They said, "To save your house from destruction, 
let your daughter tell what she knows." And they informed me that two of 
my sisters, including the paralysed one, had been brought to the prison too. 
My father told me that they had been beaten. "We can't stand any more, 
please tell them what you know." But I said I knew nothing and they took 
my father away. 

Well, they continued; then they took me to an office and sat me on a 
chair and a man spoke to me gently and pleasantly, telling me that he was an 
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Iraqi Jew, had good relations with Arabs and liked them and he begged me 
to confess. While he was speaking of his cordial relations with Arabs I could 
hear screams and groans in the background, and he said, "Do you hear? 
Confess so that the same won't happen to you." I said I didn't know what to 
confess and he said, "I'll write it for you," and wrote in Hebrew. I dictated 
an imaginary story about how there had been explosives made in the house 
but someone had come and taken them, a person swathed in veils so I didn't 
know whether it was male or female, nor did I know where the explosives 
were to be taken. He read this rigmarole out to me and I signed the Hebrew 
text in Arabic; at that time I knew no Hebrew. 

The questioning continued, by day or night. They used to show me 
people I knew who had been tortured; they tortured me in front of a girl I 
knew so that she would confess - confess what they wanted, of course. 
Some of them played a good role and would tell me, "You're a pretty girl, 
you should be out having fun, why ruin your life? " One of them maintained 
that he was in love with me and wanted to marry me, if only I would 
confess. They showed me men hanging by their wrists, men who been given 
electric shocks - Qasim Abu-Khadra11 died from this and Abu-Rmeily went 
mad; they were both from Jerusalem. One man had his head cut open by the 
blows and it turned gangrenous. They showed me my fiance, Yaqoub Odeh; 
the first time I saw him I didn't recognize him, he'd been so terribly 
tortured. And yet he had never done a single military operation in his life. 
He's still in prison. They showed me dogs set on prisoners. They showed me 
all these things so that I would confess to things I didn't know of, but I 
didn't confess what I did know. They beat me in front of my father and 
sisters and beat them in front of me. And they told my father that my 
activities were not political, but sexual, and showed him men who they said I 
had slept with. I replied that if I was not guilty of political work then they 
should release me. The thing is that the Israelis know how sensitive we are 
about these matters and they used the sexual aspect in order to frighten the 
girls and to make families refuse to let their daughters participate in the 
struggle. 

The first time they stripped me and threw me on the floor, the room was 
full of men - civilians and soldiers. They laughed at my nakedness and 
kicked me, beat me with sticks, pinched me all over, especially on the 
breasts; my body was covered with bruises. Then they got a wooden stick, 
not a smooth one, and pushed it into me to break the hymen. They brought 
my father and fiance to see me. I lost consciousness and when I woke I was 

I For details of his death in detention see Malise Ruthven's report on torture in the Guardian, 
July 16, 1970. 
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in another room, lying on the floor with a blanket over my legs but my body 
still naked. They were questioning a young man, and were using me as a 
form of pressure to make him confess. They did the same to another girl 
while I was in the Moscobiya, Aysha Odeh, who was arrested at the same 
time as myself. (We have the same name but are not related.) I spent over a 
week in my torn nightgown, although my family came every day to ask 
about me and brought clean clothes. 

One time an interrogator, Abu-Hani, sat me on a chair and sat himself 
opposite. He put his legs on the chair on either side of me and boxed me on 
the ears until I couldn't hear any more and brought in my father and told 
him to strip and make love to me. "She isn't your daughter, she's your wife, 
go on, sleep with her." My father screamed and they beat him till he lost 
consciousness; blood was pouring from my mouth and nose and I couldn't 
hear any more. They dragged him unconscious from the room. Another time 
they stripped me and took me to a room where men were suspended from 
the ceiling. They handcuffed me to the hooks in the ceiling - it was a pulley 
system which could be raised and lowered - and they chained my feet to the 
ground, wide apart and raised me so only the tips of my toes touched the 
ground. They said they had been going to rape me but I was too dirty for 
them and they would instead get some prisoners who hadn't seen a woman 
for a long time. I used to curse them as long as I was conscious. 

When they put on the nice act I would say, "Alright, if you liked Iraq so 
much go back there and leave me in peace in my country." They would tell 
me, "You're educated and have a nice home, why do you do this sort of 
thing? " I told them I didn't do it for money, I was trying to defend my 
home, and that real honour lay in fighting and rejecting the occupation of 
our country. They kept on telling me I was young and would spend my 
youth in prison and in the meantime those who gave me orders were sitting 
in Beirut enjoying themselves, without giving me a thought. They used to 
urge me to join them and become an informer. "Join us and we'll release you 
and you can go to the US and we won't demolish your house." But they had 
already destroyed it, although I didn't know that. And they would play me 
tapes of people confessing and implicating me (I later learnt they were made 
up) and tapes of people being tortured, to weaken me. They took me to the 
supermarket and the British Consulate and told me to point out where the 
bombs had been placed. I didn't know so they showed me and had me 
photographed standing on the sites. I was sent to an infirmary several times 
after losing consciousness because I became very ill after the sexual assault 
and fainted easily. There were two doctors, or perhaps they were nurses 
there, one about 60 and the other in her late 30's or early 40's. They never 
said anything, never protested about my condition; they just patched me up 
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and sent me back for more. 
My father and my paralysed sister were released after 18 days, on the 

intervention of the US consul, because my father was very ill. My youngest 
sister was kept in prison on an administrative detention order for a year and 
a half. She was never charged, and in fact she had never done anything at all. 
I spent 45 days in the Moscobiya, 25 of them in solitary confinement. It was 
three months before I was allowed to see the Red Cross representative. 

Then I was moved, with others, to Nablus prison. We passed my home, 
and I saw its demolished ruins, just a heap of rubble. We were in an army 
truck, handcuffed and escorted by the Border Guards, who forbade us to 
speak to each other or to move. One of the other prisoners was a doctor, a 
Palestinian, and he tried to help me when I fell down. The guard beat him. 
From Nablus I was taken back to the Moscobiya, to a room they called the 
court; in it was one man who said he was the judge. I told him I did not 
admit to being guilty but he ruled that I was to be imprisoned. I was sent to 
prison in a bus, again with the Border Guards, who amused themselves by 
catching beetles or cockroaches (we were all blindfolded as well as hand- 
cuffed) and forcing them into our mouths. 

Ramleh is a prison, it isn't like the Moscobiya - once you are there it 
means the interrogation is over unless they want more information, but even 
there I was questioned a couple of times. Still, a prison is much better; this 
was for women and also held Israeli women, in for drug crimes or 
prostitution or theft or other civil crimes. They used to torment us at first. 
When I entered prison there were between 12 and 15 Palestinian girls, later 
the number grew to 45-50. 

Prison conditions were as follows: For the first two months we were 
allowed no books at all and the only newspaper was al-Anba, because it 
supports the occupation. We were considered criminals, murderers, and 
treated accordingly. Medical care was perfunctory. We slept six to a small 
room, in bunk beds, one above the other. There was running cold water in 
the room but no heating at all, and many of us became rheumatic after a few 
damp cold winters. The food wasn't very nourishing and the quantities were 
small - we all needed more after our interrogations. For instance, when they 
arrested me I weighed 59-60 kilos; this dropped to 47 kilos at one period, 
and I was very weak and ill. My family weren't allowed to visit me until two 
months after my transfer to prison. Visits were for half an hour. At first 
three people were allowed weekly, and they could bring us fruit; then this 
was stopped. After that visits were reduced to only once a month and then 
to only one visitor, so if you had twelve relatives you could only see each of 
them once a year. Four or five months after my arrest we went on hunger 
strike to get our treatment improved. Our demands were for increased 
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visitors and more often than once a month, books, medical care, better food, 
and for more than just one hour of exercise in the courtyard. We also wanted 
to be treated as political prisoners instead of criminals. We said we would 
continue our hunger strike until all these requests were satisfied, and we 
appointed two girls to act as our representatives. 

Well, they fed us by force, with tubes through our nostrils. Two girls were 
taken to hospital and until today one of them still has trouble with her 
stomach and the other with her nose. After a week a doctor came to discuss 
our complaints and they agreed to let us have books and a newspaper on a 
regular basis, to allow three adult visitors (but still only once a month), 
better medical care and food, and they offered to let us out for longer than 
an hour a day provided we agreed to work in the prison and the grounds. So 
we did, and our work in the flower and vegetable gardens improved the look 
of the prison tremendously. It became a real problem for us because foreign 
visitors were impressed and thought the prison looked delightful - more like 
a home than a jail. We also worked in the kitchen and cleaned the corridors 
and dining room, and we sewed - hospital sheets, prison uniforms (once 
they gave us military uniforms to sew but we went on strike and they didn't 
repeat it), and did embroidery. This was Palestinian embroidery, which they 
called the Israeli heritage! The prison wardress, Raya Epstein, was from 
Russia. At first she used to tell visiting journalists that we were black-hearted 
killers of children, that we were backward, underdeveloped, that we 
understood nothing. She used to say these things in front of us. But after ten 
years of contacts, of conversations and discussions, she changed her opinion 
and began telling people that we were educated and aware, that we felt we 
were Palestinian nationalists. But in prison power was always with the people 
who hated Palestinians. So she lost a lot of her authority in the end, and her 
deputy, who loathed us, assumed more and more. 

The International Red Cross used to visit us once every two months, then 
it was cut to once every three months. At the period when I was very ill and 
lost 12 kilos the delegate begged the authorities to help me, but no one 
would. What can the Red Cross do? If they insist too much and make 
nuisances of themselves they are transferred or recalled to Geneva at the 
request of the Israeli government. The delegate used to say, "I can find out 
about things but I cannot change or stop them." 

The doctor used to come twice a week to see prisoners who were ill, but 
the treatment was perfunctory. For instance, when I began having acidity, he 
gave me no medicine and I ended up with an ulcer. I had a permanent 
headache and frequent nosebleedings, then veins started bursting on my 
body - the doctor said it was all a nervous condition. I used to lose 
consciousness; he would examine me and say in English, "Everything is OK." 
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I would reply, also in English, "No it is not. " Then one day, quite abruptly, I 
stopped seeing, altogether lost my sight. I cried out to the other girls that I 
had gone blind. I was terrified. The doctor came and examined me and said I 
was pretending (because I was a saboteur, a terrorist, etc. and so must bo 
playacting) and nothing needed to be done. I spent 21 days, blind, and then 
my sight returned as suddenly as it had gone. When I was examined in 
Geneva, after my release, the doctors there said it was due to the blows on 
my head which prevented the blood from circulating properly. And to this 
day I have attacks and can't see and become frantic. 

I wasn't the only one they neglected - they did the same to other girls, 
one who had cancer and one who lost the sight of an injured eye because 
they didn't operate. But other prisons were much worse than Ramleh and I 
was transferred twice as punishment, once to Nablus because they thought I 
was a ringleader and egging on the others, and once to Gaza because I tried 
to escape by digging under the outside wall of the compound and I was 
caught. 

Psychologically, the Israelis had three aims. The first was to turn us away 
from nationalist work, the second to make us into docile second-class 
citizens, the third to Zionize us mentally. Of course political discussions, or 
even songs, were absolutely forbidden. Even the word "Palestine" was 
prohibited. Once a child among the visitors sang a song which mentioned 
Palestine and the prisoner being visited was not allowed visits for three 
months. They forbade any sort of association being formed, for fear of it 
being used for political indoctrination; we were allowed to give three or four 
talks on anodyne subjects and then this was stopped. After a time they 
would not allow the Red Cross to give us pencils and paper because we were 
using them to teach the illiterate girls to read and write and they didn't want 
that. They gave us a few lessons in Hebrew and then stopped them, probably 
because we were doing well. But we made friends with some of the Israeli 
prisoners and they gave us newspapers, so we started teaching ourselves. 
Incidentally, we always knew when there had been a feda'i operation 
because all the newspapers and radios would be stopped. Anyway, we had 
other ways of finding out which can't be revealed yet. 

We would get Israeli lecturers, who spoke Arabic and would speak to us 
about the kibbutz movement, the Histadrut, Zionism; we got books on 
Herzl, and Golda Meir and Eban, and Zionist accounts of Palestine, while 
any book by an Arab on Palestine, or any Marxist or progressive books were 
forbidden. We got folklore troupes who sang songs about Israel, actors who 
performed plays extolling Zionist heros and deeds, and so on. I think they 
thought this would change our minds. We were minutely observed and 
detailed reports made about our smallest, most insignificant deeds, so as the 
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better to control and manipulate us. 
They also did their best to turn us against each other. They would tell the 

Christian prisoners, "We are friendly with the Lebanese Christians and would 
like to be friendly with you. After all, you're better educated and more 
advanced, why should you ally yourselves with the Muslims who are 
backward? " And they would try and create dissensions between the girls 
who belonged to Fateh and the PFLP and other organizations. But we were 
determined to keep our sumud, our determination, and also to build up the 
girl who entered prison by teaching her to read and write, and to become 
aware of her role in the community. In fact we succeeded in this and we did 
make them aware of what they could do in our society. 

In March 1979 we were blindfolded and handcuffed and loaded onto a 
bus. We thought we must be going to another prison; we didn't know that 
we were to be released. Up till the very last minute the Israelis behaved 
meanly. On the tarmac of the airport in Israel - I don't know which airport 
as we were still blindfolded - they told us that if we wanted to go to the 
bathroom to do it right there, in the open. I suppose they wanted to 
photograph us and show that Palestinians are animals, without shame. And 
in the plane, in addition to keeping us blindfolded and handcuffed, they tied 
our feet as well. A representative from the Red Cross was with us, but he sat 
in front, and anyway he had no authority over us; the Israelis did. We were 
not allowed to talk and they knocked us about in the plane. When it landed, 
as I waited to go out, I received such a blow from behind that I thought my 
back was broken. Meanness, right up to the last. 

And so I left prison, without even saying goodbye to the girls there who 
had become part of me. 

Of course my dream was to find, once again, my natural place in the 
struggle. Prison is a place of struggle too, but it isn't the natural one. I will 
remain part of the cause and the cause is part of us and I will play my part in 
it. Without struggle nothing can be achieved for a good life. 
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LIST OF WOMEN POLITICAL PRISONERS 

Name* and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birth sentence: Sentence 

Halima Abadu, 17 Nuseirat 1970: 1 yr suspended Disturbances in school C 
camp + IL 500 fine 

Butheina Abbasi/Ayash Jericho 1974: 8 mths - G,Q 
Ne'mat Abboud, 20 Nablus 1974: 2 yrs Fateh and weapons training A 
Rahma Abboud, 16 - 1979:- Member illegal organization I 
Faiza Abboush Jenin 1975: 1 1/2 yrs - G 
Nahla Abboushi, 1949 Jenin 1975: 1 1/2 yrs Member illegal organization; z 

schoolteacher; beaten up 
Reem Abboushi, 15 Jenin 1974?: IL 500** Schoolgirl; father refused to Z 

pay fine, arrested 
Fathiya Abdel-Hadi, 1948? West Bank 1974: 1 yr? - H 
Fayha Abdel-Hadi, 1951 Nablus 1969:- Deported without trial after F,M,Z 

40 days in prison; beaten up 
Ghada Abdel-Hadi, 1951 Nablus 1969: 6 mths +IL 500 Beaten up C,Z 
Issam Abdel-Hadi, 1928 Nablus 1969:- Deported after 40 days in prison C,Z 

without trial; president, Women's 
Union; also arrested 
Sept. 1967 - no charge 

Khawla Abdel-Hadi, 45 Nablus 1974: 3 mths + 1 yr Helped prisoners' families C,G,Z 
susp. 

Hajja Tawadud Jenin 1968: 11 days a.d.*** Fateh; headmistress, girls A,C,Z 
Abdel-Hadi, 41 school; deported 
Tamam Abdel-Halim, 1945 Gaza 1972:- Z 
Khadra Abdel-Hamid Gaza 1969: 1 mth or IL 100 Demonstration and insulting C 

police officer 
Faiza Abdel-Majid, 45 Nablus 1969:- Owned PFLP pamphlets C,G 
Ne'mat Abdel-Majid Nablus 1972: 40 days - H 
Wife of Omar Abdel-Moneim Bethlehem - Arrested and tortured to make Zz 

husband confess; spent at least 
9 days in Moscobiya; 1 1-year-old 
son also arrested 

Aysha Abdel-Qader Hebron 1975: 1 mth Threw stone at officer G 
Samiha Abdel-Rahman Gaza 1970: 4 yrs - G 
Laila Abdel-Razzaq, 35 Danon 1970: 9 mths Husband gave her parcel of C 

(Galilee) explosives which she buried; 
mother of 6 

Shukriya Abdel-Samad Jerusalem 1976: 3 yrs - H 
Nahla Abdu pre-1967 1979: 15 days a.d. Student at Haifa University 0 

Israel 
Amina Abdullah, 30 West Bank 1972:- Z 

* The difficulty of transliterating names from Arabic into Hebrew, then back into Arabic and then into 
English have led to some discrepancies in many of the original sources. I have tried to correct them wherever 
possible by cross-checking alternative sources or released prisoners. 

** Unless otherwise specified the sums referred to are fines, payable in Israeli pounds (IL) or Jordanian 
dinars (JD). 
* * * Administrative detention. 
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Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birth sentence: Sentence 

Lina Abdullah Burj camp 1968: 6 or 9 mths or Demonstration C 
(Deir al- IL 500 or 750 
Balah) 

Samira Abdullah - 1977: 6 mths Demonstration? Zr 

Siham Abdullah Jenin 1976:- Schoolgirl J 
Yusra Abdullah, 1936 West Bank 1977: 15 yrs (mths?) - H 

Khairiya Abdy Gaza 1975: 7 yrs - G 
Aziza Abed, 21 Nuseirat 1970: 6 mnths Fateh C 

camp 
Saadiya Abed Gaza 1972:- - Z 

AmnaAbraj Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Rajiya Abu-Abbas Gaza 1975: 3 yrs PFLP G,J 

Wajida Abu-Abbas, 1954 Jenin 1975: 2 yrs - G 
Ghazala Abu-Ajram, 1930 Gaza 1975: 3 yrs - H 

Latifa Abu-Ali Jerusalem 1976: 6 rnths - J 
Fathiya Abu-Alufa/Abu- West Bank 1970: 6 mths Did not report son's infiltration C,G,J 
Alwan into West Bank; her 60-yr-old 

husband sentenced 1 yr 
Rakiba Abu-Alufa West Bank 1970: 6 nths Daughter of above, did not C,G,J 

report brother 
Fatma Abu-Arbiyat Gaza 1970: a.d. - J 
Khadiia Abu-Arqoub, 26 Dora - Arrested 4 times between 1970- D,G, 

75; tried twice (6 and 10 mths); I,K 
Communist, or trouble-maker, 
or Fateh; beaten up 

Suad Abu-Ata/Attas, 28 Bethlehem 1970: 1 yr + 1 yr Fateh; nurse A,C 
susp. 

Nuhad Abu-Ateif Nablus 1976:- - G 
Afaf Abu-Atiya Ramallah 1977: 3 mths or Demonstration; schoolgirl P 

IL 10,000 
Fatma Abu-Awas Nablus 1968: 3 days Went to Jaffa without a permit C 
Mariam Abu-Ayad/ Gaza camp 1973: 1 yr - G 
Fayad, 1952 
Nahida Abu-Ayash Nablus 1976: 18 mths - G 
2 women, Abu-Ayash Kfar Illut 1970:- Gave food and shelter to their C 

(Nazareth) relative, infiltrator from Lebanon 
Mariam Abu-Bakr, 18 Gaza 1969: 1 1/2 yrs Fateh fundraising C,G 
Wadia Abu Chuzah, 30 Gaza 1970: 11 mths + fine - c 
Zarifa Abu-Coptiya Dhahiriya 1969:- - G,H 

Zahiya Abu-Dakka, 1952 West Bank 1972:- - Z 

Aliya Abu-Dayya/Qaissi, Dhahiriya 1978: 15 yrs Carried out 11 military C,E,H 
1950 operations, fired rockets, 

recruited; beaten up; DFLP 
WasfiyaAbu-Dayya Jabaliya camp 1969: 3 mths - H 
Safiya Abu-Dif Gaza 1969: 7 mths - H 
Lam'a Abu-Eid, 60 Bittuniya 1968: 9 mths Hid arms; tortured Z 

(Ramallah) 
Amna Abu-Faz/Baz, 23 Gaza 1972: 3 1/2 mths - Z 

+ 20 mths susp. 
Ilham Abu-Ghazaleh, 30's Nablus 1976:- Sister of Shadia, first woman G,Z 

resister killed after occupation 
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Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birth sentence: Sentence 

Nuhad Abu-Ghazaleh Nablus 1969: 1 1/2 yrs - H 
NadiaAbu-Haija, 1962 Jenin 1978: 1 1/2 yrs Fateh H,Z 

+ 1 1/2 susp. 
Massira Abu-Hamda, 1949 West Bank 1976: 14 mths - H 
Samira Abu-Hamdan Ballata 1978: 3 mths + - J 

camp IL 1,000 
Hind Abu-Hamida - 1972:- - Z 
Mariam Abu-Harbi, 1934 Gaza - - Z 
Sobhiya Abu-Hassan, 1920 Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Nathira Abu-Iqteish, 70 Hebron 1975:- Detonators in luggage when Z 

she crossed the bridge; widow 
Amira Abu-Jabal Majdal 1975:- Brother killed infiltrating from 0 

Shams Syria; her father and brother 
got 30 and 15 yrs 

Suad Abu-Jala Jerusalem 1975:- I 
Najah Abu-Jayish, 1947 West Bank 1974:- I 
Ilham Abu-Jazar Nablus 1973: 39 days a.d. Not charged H,Z 
Radia Abu-Kalash Gaza 1975: 1 1/2 yrs - H 
Zainab Abu-Kamel, 1948 Gaza 1978: 1 yr - H 
Radiya Abu-Kass Gaza 1975: 1 1/2 yrs - H,Z 
Wife and daughter of Acre 1969:- Arrested with him, fisherman C,X, 
Qasim Abu-Khadra caught with arms in boat, Zq 

"committed suicide under 
interrogation"; wife and 
daughter also tortured 

Maha Abu-Khaled, 22 Gaza 1970: 2 yrs PFLP, attempted hijacK, A,R 
Shahnaz Abu-Khaled, 17 Jerusalem 1974:- Demonstration G,L 
Noha Abu-Khater Ramallah 1978: 3 mths +fine Student demonstration J 
Nur Abu-Koush/Karsh, 1945 Gaza camp 1973: 2 1/2 yrs - H 
Wafiya Abu-Malih Gaza 1969: 4 yrs - G 
Zainab Abu-Mansour, 1948 Gaza camp 1971: 5 mths + 19 - Z 

mths susp. 
Lutfiya Abu-Maramil Gaza 1975: 2 yrs - G 
Suad Abu-Mayala, 1946 Jerusalem 1975: 5 yrs + 5 yrs Teacher; arrested 1969 because D,F 

(Ramallah?) susp. brother accused of PFLP mem- G,L 
bership; lost her job because she 
had to report daily to police; 1975 
arrest because she helped 
prisoners' families 

Siham Abu-Naja Gaza 1972: 3 yrs - Z 
Sharifa Abu-Nejeim, 1958 West Bank 1978: 15 yrs - H 

(mths?) 
Issam Abu-Nuwar - 1977:- Zz 
Dalal Abu-Qamar/Khater, Gaza 1971: 8 yrs Accomplice in death of A,C 
1954 collaborator 
Awdiya Abu-Qazhouza Gaza 1970: 11 mths Connection with illegal H 

organization 
Hala Abul-Rabb Jerusalem 1974:- Member National Front H 
Aziza Abu-Radesh - - Released 22/11/72 Z 
Widow of Hussein Abu-Rani West Bank 1977:- Raised Palestinian flag over Zt 

husband's grave 
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Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birtb sentence: Sentence 

4 women from Abu-Ras Ramallah 1970:- J 
family 
Suad Abu-Said Nablus 1974: a.d. Security reasons L 
Sobhiya Abu-Salah, 22 Tulkarm 1969: 4 yrs Fateh; dressmaker; organized C,G 

girls to knit pullovers for Fateh; 
beaten up 

Husniya Abu-Saleh, 50 (53?) Nazareth 1971: 3 yrs Mother of Zakiya Shammout C,U 
Aida Abu-Samharan, 1957 Rafah 1974: 1 1/2 yrs - H 
Nadia Abu-Samharan, 1956 Rafah 1974: 2 yrs Had grenades H,Zz 
Fatma Abu-Samir Burj camp 1968: 6 or 9 mths Demonstration; she said she C 

or IL 500 or 750 went to remove her children 
Mariam Abu-Sfat West Bank 1972:- Helped wanted persons Z 
Samia Abu-Shamia, 1957 Jerusalem 1975: 6 mths Member illegal organization; H,Z 

student 
Nayefa Abu-Sharada Deir al-Balah 1972: 15 mths? - H 
Raiqa/Faiqa/Aysha Mughazi 1971: 5 yrs + 8 yrs Threw grenades twice at A,C, 
Abu-Sharada/Jarada, 1946 camp susp. (7 yrs?) military HQ Deir al-Balah; F,Z 

husband killed in battle, she 
refused to mourn but kept house 
open for commandos; tortured 

Fatma Abu-Sharah, 1957 Dhahiriya 1975: 9 mths + Raised Palestinian flag G,H,I 
9 mths susp. 

Hind Abu-Sharar Hebron 1970: 8 mths - G 
(18 mths?) 

Amina Abu-Sharfa, 22 Gaza 1972: 2 yrs - Z 
Fatma Abu-Sheikh, 13 Gaza 1969:- Threw stones in schoolgirl A,C 

demonstration 

Ghaliya Abu-Sitta Gaza 1975: Over 1 yr a.d. Never charged Z 
Ne'mat Abu-Taha, 16 Jerusalem 1974:- Demonstration against G,L 

occupation 
Yusra Abu-Tahoun Mughazi 1969: 8 mths a.d. - H 

camp 
Hasniya Abu-Wafa Jenin 1969: 6 mths Helped resistance; tortured; A 

schoolgirl 
Ratiba Abu-Wafa Jenin 1969: 6 mths Schoolgirl, sister of above, A 

arrested and sentenced together 
Jamila Abu-Warda Gaza 1971: 1 mth Helped wanted man A 
Fatma Abu-Wared/Obeid, 13 Gaza 1972: 3 mths - Z 
Badriya Abu-Zanat Nablus 1970: 5 yrs Member resistance A 
Naziha Abu-Zeyna Jerusalem 1973: Several days After her husband was killed D 

+ IL 80 she left Hebron with her 7-yr-old 
daughter to live with her father 
in Jerusalem, "thereby increasing 
the number of Arab inhabitants" 

Bushra Adham, 48 Nablus 1969:- Incited demonstrations, contacts C 
with resistance; deported after 
4 days in prison; headmistress 
and member Women's Union 

Aysha Adyan, 1949 Gaza 1972:- Z 
Fatma Afana, 24 Gaza 1969: 2 yrs Sheltered commandos; school- A,C 

teacher; beaten up 
Hamida Aga Khan Yunis 1971: 10 mths - G 
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Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birtb sentence: Sentence 

Fatma Ahmad/Abu-Hir, 19 Acre 1970: 3 mths Married to Fateh member who C 
was sentenced to 10 yrs; pregnant 

Mariam Ahmad, 1942 West Bank 1975: 1 yr - Z 
Salma Ahmad Mughazi 1969: 9 mtns - H 

camp 
Suad Aiwa Nablus 1968:- Fateh and weapons training A 
Wijdan Ajouri, 18 - 1979: 1 yr + 3 yrs Resistance to the occupation I 

susp. 
Samar Akoub, 1957 - 1977: 6 mths DFLP; student H,I 
Muntaha Aksha Shajaya 1969: 3 mths a.d. - H 

camp 
Ummiya Aleyan, 18 Dannaba 1969: 6 weeks Led a schoolgirls' demonstration; C 

+ IL 200 first schoolgirl to be sentenced 
by military court 

Samia Ali, 1955 West Bank 1975: 3 yrs Member resistance organization H,Z 
and involved in operation; nurse 

Samia Amm/Amru, 24 Hebron 1971: 11 mths Member illegal organization A,C 
and recruited a girl 

Haifa Ammar Jenin 1978: 9 mths + Opposing the occupation and J,Zy 
9 mths susp. contacts with illegal organization 

Leila Ammar, 20 Gaza 1970: 7 mths + 5 PFLPand helped prisoners' A 
yrs susp. families 

Amna Amru Jerusalem 1974: 2 mths Fateh G,H,Q 
Safiya Amudy, 1948 Gaza camp 1973:- Z 
Amal Anabusi Nablus - K,Z 
Kamila Anassi, 1952 Gaza camp 1971: 1 1/2 yrs PFLP Z 
Sobhiya Anassi, 24 Gaza 1973: 4 mths + 1 yr Didn't report Dr. Musmar's C 

susp. pro-resistance activities 
Saboula Ani Burj camp 1968: 6 or 9 mths or Demonstration; she said she C 

IL 500 or 750 went to remove her children 
Raeda Ansari, 1956 Jerusalem 1975: 4 mths Student H,Z 
Soraya Ansari, early 20's - 1977: 20 yrs Arrested and sentenced in C 

Mogadishu after Lufthansa 
hijack; sole survivor of the 
group and seriously wounded; 
another girl was killed 

Fairouz Arafa Gaza 1971: 1 yr PFLP A 
Farida Arafat, 21 Nablus 1969: 1 yr + IL 1,000 Demonstration G,L 
Halima Arafat Jericho 1974: 8 mths - G,Q 
(;dria Ariri Burj camp 1968: 6 or 9 mths Demonstration C 

or IL 500 or 750 
Wijdan Armout Nablus 1978: 4 yrs - Z 
Fayza Ashou, 18 Jerusalem 1974:- Demonstration G,L 
Fatma Ashour Gaza 1978: 15 days + 6 Student I 

mths susp. + IL 1,000 
Suad Ashour Nablus 1974:- Member banned organization G 

and weapons training 
Laila Asmar - 1970: 15 days? Contacts with resistance abroad G 
Aziza Assad, 1945 - 1972:- z 
Nawal Assad, 12 (14?) Kalandia 1979:- 0 

camp 
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Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birtb sentence: Sentence 

Nejma Assad, 1957 West Bank 1975:- I 
Soraya Assaf Gaza camp 1972:- z 
Hanan Assli/Ghazaleh Jerusalem 1969: 1 yr PFLP A 
Farhana Astal, 60 Jabaliya 1970: 8 mths Sheltered her PFLP sons; A,C 

camp daughter, husband and sons also 
jailed 

Suad Astal, 25 Jabaliya 1970: 8 mths Daughter of above A,C 
camp 

Fatma Aswad Gaza 1975: 5 yrs - G,H 
Wadad Aswad, 1948 Shati camp - Wife of "Gaza's Guevara"; L,Z 

arrested 4 times between 1972-7 3 
for periods of 2 mths, 1 1/2 mths, 
etc; interrogated, tortured, never 
charged; deported 1974 

Zakiya Atil, 1942 West Bank 1972:- z 
Adela Atiya - 1972:- Z 
Fatma Atiya, 1942 Ramallah 1976: 39 days a.d. Teacher H,Z 
Nayla Atout Nablus 1968:- Fateh A 
Umaima Attal West Bank 1972:- - Z 
Aysha Awad, 1929 Nablus 1971:- - Z 
Fatma Awad, 1925 Gaza 1975: 3 yrs - H 
Najila Awad Tulkarm 1975:- - H,Z 
Wafa Awad, 26 Ramallah 1971:- Attempted hijack of Alia plane C 

to Baghdad and Fateh 
Suad Awada Nablus 1968: 4 days + IL Fateh; teacher C 

10,000 bond 
Abda Awawda, 25 Gaza 1978: 12 yrs (mths?) - J 
Soraya Awawda, 1958 Hebron 1970: 2 yrs Rearrested early 1980 Z 
Wajida Ayash - 1976: 5 yrs University student Z 
Wajiha Ayed Gaza 1972:- Z 
Nayla Ayoub Jenin 1968: 5 days + IL Suspicion of helping Fateh; C 

(Nablus?) 10,000 bond teacher 
Raya Azim Tayyibe 1978: 1 1/2 yrs - J 
Farhana Azouba Gaza 1972:- - z 
Kamila Azoury/Ribayiq, 1957 West Bank 1976: 8 mths - H 
Dunia Azza Gaza 1975:- - I 
Najah Baghdadi Gaza 1977: 50 days + 3 Attacked a soldier during a Zy 

mths susp. or IL 500 demonstration; student 
Shafiqa Baheisi, 17 Deir al-Balah 1970: 1 yr susp. + Creating school disturbance C 

IL 500 
Kafa Baiyed, 17 Gaza 1973: About 2 weeks Released because in 9th month Z 

a.d. of pregnancy and husband 
arrested in her place; charged 
with helping "Gaza's Guevara" 

Nahla Baiyed/Baniss, 19 Gaza 1969: 3 yrs PLO; student at teachers' A,G 
training college 

Hurra Bajour Jerusalem 1974:- PFLP J 
Maissara Bakri Hebron 1972: 15 yrs (mths?) - G 
Rawhiya Bakri, 1936 Jerusalem 1972:- - Z 
Najwa Balbissi Gaza 1969: 1 1/2 yrs + - G,Z 

IL 300 
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Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birth sentence: Sentence 

Hanan Bali, 19 - 1969: 1 1/2 yrs PFLP C 
Arifa Balifa, 55 West Bank 1977: 1 1/2 yrs - Zy 

Afifa Bannoura, 1938 Beit Sahour 1969: Life + 10 yrs PFLP-GC, network involved in A,C, 
explosion in bus in Kiryet Yofet; F,Z 
nurse/midwife; 11 mths in prison 
before sentenced; tortured; 
interrogators kept on telling her 
she was neither Palestinian nor 
Arab (because Christian) 

Halima Barakat - 1972: 1 yr - Z 

Sara Barakat (Mrs. Munther Cairo - Arrested 1968, 1969, 1970 for A,B,C 
Annab), 1936 (husband 2 days, 9 days, 2 mths + 14 mths 

from susp. + IL 2, 750 fine plus 
Bethlehem) interrogation lasting 72 days 

during which she had to be 
removed to hospital; organized 
women's petitions, brought pub- 
lications over bridge for distribu- 
tion; one of GUPW founders, active 
in Inash al-Usra; husband former 
District officer of Bethlehem 

Evelyne Barge, 1945 France 1971: 14 yrs Importing explosives to A,K 
blow up hotels 

Solafa Barghouti, 1946 Deir 1967:- PFLP A 
Ghassaneh 

Soraya Barghouti Deir - Sister of above; arrested for A 
Ghassaneh demonstrations 

Somaya Barissi, 21 Gaza 1970: 4 yrs PFLP K 
Bahija Barmaki Mazraa 1977:- Obstructed police who were Zy 

(Acre) demolishing a house 
Nadia Basbasso Gaza 1975: 2 niths - G 
Hajar Bashbaha Hebron 1975: 6 mths - G 
Fatma Bashir, 17 Jenin 1977: 4 mths + Member illegal organization Zy 

8 mths susp. 
Ghazala Bashir/Badran, 31 Sakhnin 1972: 4 yrs Husband involved with C,Z 

resistance; mother of 4 
Badia Bashnawi Nablus 1970:- + IL 230 Beaten during arrest A,G 

Rawda Basir, 22 Tayyibe 1978: 9 yrs Attempted bombing Z 

Safa/Hana Bastami Nablus 1974: 8 mths Member illegal organization, H,J,L 
distributed pamphlets, weapons 
training 

Suad Battawi, 61 - 1967: 3 mths Israeli Arab who left her husband C 
and went to brother in Tulkarm 
in 1966; arrested after occupation, 
charged with infiltration; mother 
of 4 

Aysha Bayoumi, 23 Gaza 1972: 8 mths + 10 - G 
mths susp. 

Sana Baz, 20 Gaza 1970: 5 mths a.d. + Suspected sabotage; student C,G 
IL 100,000 bond 

Dunia Bazbazat, 17 Jerusalem 1974:- Demonstration G,L 
Samia Bazi' Khan Yunis 1969: 3 mths a.d. - J 
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Fatma Bernawi, 1940 Jerusalem 1967: Life Fateh and bomb in cinema; first A,C 
woman to be arrested; UNRWA 
nurse working in Qalqilya in 1967 
war, saw what happened there; 
deeply affected by Israeli arrests 
of wounded in Nablus hospital; 
father fought with Abdel-Qader 
Husseini in 1948 and was wounded; 
told interrogators"I did it because 
you destroyed Qalqilya" 

In'am Bernawi Jerusalem 1967: 1 yr Fatma's sister C 
Mother of I. and F. Bernawi Jerusalem 1967: Several days Interrogated C 
Mary Berzikian/Margian, 18 Haifa 1969: 5 days Suspicion of involvement in C 

blowing up of Kishon oil pipe 
Naima Beydoun, 21 Jerusalem 1971: 1 1/2 yrs Fateh; nurse A,C 
Saida Bilo Nablus 1976: 2 mths - G 
Wife of Ahmad Bishar Majdal 1969:- Husband killed in explosion in C 

Krum car in Acre; she (pregnant) 
arrested for interrogation 

Magdalene Bishtawi Nablus 1970: 3 mths Distributed pamphlets A 
Edith Borghalter, 60 Paris 1971: 8 yrs Brought explosives into Israel C,K 
Marlene Bradly, 1951 Morocco 1971: 10 yrs Brought explosives into Israel A,C 
Nadia Bradly, 1947 Morocco 1971: 12 yrs Brought explosives into Israel; A,C,Z 

deported because of acute ill health 
Fatma Bsat/Bassit, 1935 West Bank 1974: 11 yrs (mths?) - H 
Lamia Bsisso Gaza 1971: 10 mths PFLP A 
Intissar Bsisso, 18 Jerusalem 1969: 4 yrs? Contacted resistance G 

(Ramallah?) 
Nuriya Budistin/Rudistin Gaza 1973:- - Z 
Najia Buleimi Gaza 1969: 7 mths - H 
Ilham Dabalan Jerusalem 1976:- - G 
Amina Dahbour, 25 Khan Yunis 1969: 12 yrs Zurich attack on El Al in which A,Z 

an associate was killed; refugee 
from Ascalon; teacher 

Jamila Dahdouh, 16 Gaza 1970: 1 1/2 yrs Fed and sheltered commandos A,C 
Fatma Dakak/Abdel-Daqaq, Jerusalem 1979: 8 yrs Complicity in bomb on bus and C,H 
1959 knew of her husband's activities; 

arrested after he was killed by 
explosion in his home 

Subhiya Dakrik/Duweik/ Hebron 1969: 4 yrs Fateh A,H 
Dukeik, 1944 (46?) 
Inaam Dakroub, 1958 Gaza 1975: 21 mths? - H 
Rifka Dalisa, 1948 Gaza camp 1972: 8 (16?) mths - z 
Fathiya Daoud, 1941 Deir al-Balah 1976: 2 yrs Fateh; mother of 10 G,H,Z 
Mahal Daoud, 1962 Jordan 1978: 10 mths? - H 

Salma Dawarfa Gaza 1978: 5 yrs Contacts with Egyptian I 
intelligence 

Saada Dawargha, 1951 Sinai 1971: 1 1/2 yrs Contacts with Egyptian A,C 
intelligence 

Fathiya Dawlala Gaza 1976: 1 1/2 yrs - G 
Soraya De'es Dora 1975:- Member banned organization; 0 

house demolished 
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Khadija Diab, 1955 West Bank 1976: 6 mths - H 
Rabiha Diab, 1954 Ramallah 1976: 1 1/2 yrs + Contacts with resistance; H,Z 

2 1/2 yrs susp. student 
Mariam Dib, 1940 Bethlehem 1972: Almost 1 yr a.d. - G,O 
Khadija Durr Silwan 1971:- Helped banned organization A 
Hiyam/Jamal Eid Jenin 1977: 3 (4?) yrs Member banned organization; P 

susp. + IL 4,000 schoolgirl 
Shafiqa Fadlallah Khan Yunis 1969: 5 yrs (mths?) - H 
Babette Fajr Nablus? 1977: 1 1/2 yrs Fed a group of commandos; Zr 

widow with 5 children 
Fatma Fartaji Gaza 1969: 2 yrs Member PLO A 
Fahima Fattouh, 22 Gaza? 1972:- Z 
Naheda Fayed, 18 - 1979: 10 mths + 3 Demonstration I 

yrs susp. 
Rahma Fayoumi, 14 Gaza 1969: IL 1,000 Schoolgirl demonstration, A,C 

shouted "Long live Nasser" 
and threw stones at military 
vehicle 

Terry Fleener, 23 USA 1977: 5 yrs Spying for PLO; released 19 mths C,Zz 
later at Pres. Carter's request 

Amna Franji Mughazi 1969: 1 yr a.d. - H 
camp 

Aziza Franji, 1952 Mughazi 1969: 15 yrs (mths?) - H 
camp 

Fatma Franji/Murtaja, 17 Gaza 1969: 2 yrs PLO member A,C, 
G,H 

Vusra Frayhat, 1961 Nablus 1978:9 mths + 9 mths Opposing the occupation and H 
susp. contacts with illegal organization 

Amna Fuda - 1972:- Z 
Samiha Ghaith Hebron 1970: 3 (1 112?) yrs PFLP A,C,D 

(Jerusalem?) 
Bahiya Ghandour, 26 Gaza - Released 7/12/72 Z 
Randa Ghanem Nablus 1976:- Schoolgirl Z 
Suad Ghanem, 22 Fereidis 1979: 6 mths Member illegal organization and 0 

(Galilee) involved in operations in Nahariya, 
on a bus and others 

Nafissa Ghannam, 1949 Gaza camp 1972:- Z 
Zainab Ghardawi, 1954 Gaza camp 1971: 3 mths - Z 
Kamila Ghazaleh Jerusalem 1969:- Distributed pamphlets U 

participated in women's sit-in 
Fatma Ghoul, 1940 West Bank 1976: 1 yr - H 
Karima Ghoul, 1947 Gaza camp 1972:- H 
Zainab Ghuneimi, 15 Gaza - Several arrests, first in 1969, Z 

last in 1975, sentenced to 1 yr 
and shorter periods 

Ibtissam Ghureiba, 21 Tahoun 1976: 12 yrs Explosives in Jerusalem C,G 
railway station 

Doana Gurra Baqaa 1974?: 9 mths Security reasons L 
Gharbiya 

Zainab Habash Beit Dajan 1968: 4 days + IL Fateh and weapons training A,C 
(Jaffa) 10,000 bond 
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Lamis Habbab, 1955 Nablus 1977:- Fateh; tortured; university Zz 
student 

Maha Habbab, 1955 Ramallah 1975: 4 mths Member banned organization H,Z 
Latifa Hadadia, 1949 West Bank 1972:- - z 
Fatma Hadib Silwad 1969: 8 mths Joined resistance after brother B 

killed in battle; family house 
demolished; tortured; later joined 
Inash al-Usra; rearrested 1971 
with 2 other Silwad girls on 
charge of cooperating with 
illegal organization 

Aziza Hafi, 1954 Jenin 1976: 15 mths Father deported Z 
Mariam Hajaj, 1938 Jabaliya 1972: 4 mths Helped resistance A 

camp 
Najah Hajayel, 1954 West Bank 1976: 1 yr - H 
Amal Halabi Gaza 1972: 9 mths - H 
Amna Halabi Nablus 1969: 2 yrs PFLP; teacher; beaten up Zz 
Fatma Halabi, 1948 Gaza 1971: 6 mths + 4 1/2 PFLP and had arms C,J 

yrs susp. 
Latifa Halabi Gaza 1972: 3 mths - H 
Khadra Halawa Gaza camp Before June 1972 - Z 
Badawiya Halayka, 1955 Hebron? 1972:- - Z 
Fathiya Hallak/Khalek, 39 Jenin 1971:- Fateh C 
Therese Halsa, 19 Acre 1972: Life Black September, hijacked C,G, 

Sabena airline to Lydda; Zp 
seriously injured when 
Israelis attacked wearing Red 
Cross uniforms; nurse 

Fatma Hamad, 19 Jaffa 1971: 5 days? Suspected possession of hand- C 
grenade;Jerusalem Post does 
not report an arrest, but a girl 
of the same name was still 
in prison nearly 2 yrs later 

Fatma Hamad/Hamdan Nablus 1976:- - G 
Hania Hamad Bethlehem 1972: 5 mths (yrs?) - H 
Khadija Hamad, 1951 Silwad 1971:- - A,G 
Mariam Hamad, 1943 West Bank 1975: 1 yr - H 
Mazuza Hamad, 1910 Silwad 1971:- Helped illegal organization and A,G 

opposed occupation; beaten badly; 
mother of 7; husband fought in 
1936 and 1948 

Aysha Hamada Gaza 1969:- Fateh and threw grenade at A 
military jeep 

Hiyam Hamami, 22 Nablus 1974: 9 mths Connected with illegal G,L 
organization 

Amal Hamdan/Ghazawi, 20 Jenin 1978: 1 yr Demonstration against Sadat J,O,Z 
visit; student 

Badia Hamdan, 1939 West Bank 1974:- - Z 
Hiyam Hamdan, 1957 West Bank 1978: 2 yrs - H 
Husseina Hamdan, 1936 West Bank 1970:- - Z 
Soraya Hammad Hebron 1973: 4 yrs (mths?) - L 
Maha Hammouda Jerusalem 1974:- Distributed pamphlets and G 

raised flag 
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Marlene Hamshami/ Jerusalem 1974:- Member of network working G,L 
Hamadallah/Hamashta/ (Gaza?) against occupation; mother M,O 
Khams/Khamsteta of 5 
Amal Hanbali, 17 Nablus 1969: 2 (1 1/2?) yrs PFLP; schoolgirl; tortured A,B,K 
Amna Hanbali, 19 Nablus 1970: 1 yr Headmistress of Kafr Borin A,C 

school 
Rajia Hanbali Nablus 1975:- I 
Amira Hanna, 1949 - 1971: 5 yrs - Z 
Ferial Hanna Jerusalem 1978:- Released in 1979 prisoner Z 

exchange; teacher 
Habiba Hassan - 1970: 1 yr - H 
Hamda Hassan, 1942 West Bank 1976: 1 mth - H 
Mufida Hassan Jalazon 1979:- Suspected involvement in H,Z 

camp Mahane Vehuda explosion; 
student; arrested May or June 
1979 with 2 other girls; still not 
sentenced by February 1980 

Sobhiya Hassan - 1972: 1 mth - H 
Zaghloula/Zakia Hassan, 65 Nablus 1971: 4 mths + Did not report Fateh members A,C 

IL 250 to authorities and smuggled 
Jordanian money into Israel 

Ghaliya Hassanein, 1928 Gaza 1972:- Z 
Naima Hassanein, 1925 Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Safiya Hassouna Gaza 1972: 3 1/2 mths Helped resistance A 
Bassima Hatel/Khater Gaza 1972: 2 mths? - Z 
Ferial Hathifa Nablus 1976: 1 yr + 3 mths Fateh G 
Farha Hati, 20 Deir al-Balah 1970: 1 yr + 3 mths Fateh C 
Mariam Hawar, 17 Gaza 1969: 1 mth or IL 200 Rioting and insulting policeman C 
Lutfiya Hawari, 1944 al-Bireh - Arrested 3 times between B,C,D, 

1967-69; never charged but Zo, Zp 
detained for 8 mths in 1968, ZW,Zu 
released only after pressure from 
West Bank mayors and UNRWA 
officials (she was UNRWA teacher 
and a painter and poet); arrested 
Aug. 1969, tortured and sentenced 
in June 1970 to 10 yrs for 
attempted murder of collaborators; 
family home demolished; deported 
in 1975 in urgent need of hospital 
treatment for partial paralysis, 
displaced vertebrae etc. 

Hayat Hawash, 36 Jerusalem 1970: 7 yrs ? Fateh; mother of 5 0 
IL 1,000 

Fatma Hawawra, 1915 West Bank 1975:- - Z 
Wife of Ismail Hayek Qatana 1967:- Tortured B 

(Jerusalem) 
Helwa Hazbon Mazraa 1977:- Obstructed police demolishing Zy 

a house 
Nafiss Hazbon Mazraa 1977:- Obstructed police demolishing Zy 

a house 
Khadija Hclou, 19 Hebron 1969:- Possessed weapons A,Zn 
Khadija Hclou, 20 Gaza 1969: 4 yrs Fateh and gave Aida Saad A,C 

grenades 
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Ne'mat Helou, 1952 Jabaliya 1972: 7 yrs Threw grenade at jeep; lost right C,F 
camp hand and one eye in explosion 

Shifa Helou, 1951 Gaza camp 1971:- - Z 
Margareta Heynsbroek, 27 Leyden 1974: 3 1/2 mths + Arrested at bridge carrying C 

(Holland) 26 1/2 mths susp. message in invisible ink from 
Fateh; university student 

Hala Hijazi Nablus 1969: 85 days a.d. - H 
Rasmiya Homs, 1952 Gaza 1974: 2 yrs - H 
Vusra Homs, 1952 Gaza 1970: 1 yr? - H 
Rabia Husna - 1972: 2 yrs - Z 
Amina Husseini, 53 Jerusalem 1969: 3 days a.d. Sit-in strike at Holy Sepulchre C,G,S 
Maliha Husseini, 54 Jerusalem 1968: 3 mths Suspicion of hostile activity C 

against occupation; released 2 
weeks later after notables gua- 
ranteed her future abstention 
from politics; husband director 
of Waqfs under Mandate 

Raeda Husseini Jerusalem 1971:- Suspicion of Mahane Vehuda B 
market explosion; badly 
tortured; arrested with about 
20 others 

Salwa Husseini, 29 Jerusalem 1969:- Sit-in at Holy Sepulchre; C 
rearrested for demonstration 
for Tamimi's death 

Suad Husseini, 60 Gaza 1975 (74?):- Fateh G 
Fatma Hussim/"Um Khodr" West Bank 1977: 3 yrs - J 
Najia Huweitat, 1955 Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Mrs. Ahmad Ibrahim Khirbet 1970:- House demolished; husband 0 

Taybeh and son also imprisoned 
(Jenin) 

Jamila Ibrahim Ramallah 1978: IL 10,000 Demonstration; student J 
Five women, heirs of Abu-Tor, 1968: 24 hrs + Their house was leased to an C,T 
Mohammed Idris Jerusalem IL 300 bond Israeli by the Custodian of 

Absentee Property; they 
refused to evacuate it 

Najwa Ilbadisi Gaza 1969: 8 mths + Fateh, carrying Palestinian C 
IL 300 flag in demonstration and 

burning Israeli flag 
Rasmiya Issa, 17 (18?) Ballata 1977: 3 mths Member illegal organization Zy 

camp and resisted soldiers when they 
arrested her brother 

Samira Izzat, 20 Jerusalem 1970: 15 mths + PFLP and attempted poisoning C,G 
2 yrs susp. of collaborators 

Lawaheth Jaabari Hebron 1976: 4 yrs Recruited and planned military Zz 
operation; student; her 14-yr 
old sister was sentenced to 
2 yrs for not reporting her 
to the military authorities 

Bahia Jabara, 29 Jericho 1974: 6 mths + Her husband suspected of Zz 
1 1/2 yrs susp. operation, she was charged with 

helping him escape; mother of 4 
Hamida Jaber, 1927 West Bank 1972: 3 1/2 yrs Helped commandos H 
Suad Jaber, 1958 West Bank 1975: 1 yr - z 
Warda Jaber Nablus 1969: Life? - G 
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ArfiyaJadallah, 55 West Bank 1977: 1 1/2 yrs - Zy 
SafaJaher, 1955 Gaza 1972: 1 yr - H 
Hiyam Jamal, 17 Jenin 1977:- Member illegal organization Zy 
Ludvina Janssen, 24 Holland 1976: 6 yrs PFLP; deported 1979 C,E,X 
Mrs. Mohammad Jaradeh Gaza 1975: 5 mths Failed to inform on her husband L 
Nafissa Jarrar Tulkarm 1974: 1 yr Damaged water installation C 
Nuhad Jawdeh Bethlehem 1969: 3 mths + Demonstration L 

IL 1,200 
Sara Jawdeh Jerusalem 1968: 1 yr Never charged; university 0 

student 
Amal Jawhari, 1957 Nablus 1979 (78?): 3 yrs Fateh and recruited; brother H,J 

spent 68 days in solitary 
confinement for not having 
denounced her 

Saida Jazara Nablus 1975:- - H,Z 
Amal jibril West Bank 1971: 6 mths (yrs?) - H 
Samira Jibril Beit Safafa 1970:- Member illegal organization J 
Khalis Jumaa, 23 Acre 1963: 6 yrs Carried message in hem of her C 

skirt to Lebanese intelligence 
Zainab Kabalan, 15 Deir al-Balah 1971: 6 mths PFLP A,C 
Arefa Kaddum, 1954 Gaza 1971:- - Z 
Shafiqa Kadri Khan Yunis 1969: 5 yrs - G 
Nayefa Kahwaji Haifa 1969:- Suspected contacts with Syrian C,K 

(Galilee?) intelligence; never tried, kept 
in prison with husband until 
both deported 

Ne'mat Kamal, 25 (30?) Nablus 1969: 1 1/2 yrs Member student union; tortured, A,Z 
wrists broken, moved to 
hospital; teacher 

Zuheira Kamal, 24 Jerusalem 1979: 1 mth "General suspicion of hostile C 
activities"; teacher 

Leila Kamel Nablus 1977: 3 yrs susp. Schoolgirl P 
+ IL 1,000 

Fatma Karabsa, 1953 Ramallah 1976: 8 mths Resistance organization and Z 
contacts with resistance 

Fatoum Karim, 64 Khan Vunis 1971: 2 yrs PFLP C,14 
Hajja Mrowa Karkour/ Nablus 1969:- Helped commandos; tortured G 
Akkour 
Salaam Kassaf, 21 Nablus 1969: 3 yrs + PFLP, recruited and weapons C 

IL 1,000 training 
Sara Kaswani, 23 Jerusalem 1969: 4 mths + Demonstration over Aqsa fire C 

8 mths susp. and assaulting policeman; 
husband epileptic, had no one 
to look after baby 

Obeida Kathemi Jerusalem 1967: 9 days? Incited other girls against B 
occupation; beaten up and 
released, fled to Jordan 

S. Katima, 15 (16?) - 1974: 9 mths Member illegal organization C,O 
Yusra Katuwa Gaza 1970: 4 mths Threw stone at police patrol; C 

susp. + IL 500 schoolgirl 
Hala/Mary Khairy/Khair Jerusalem 1972: 1 1/2 yrs + Fateh A,Z 
(Mrs. Moussa Alami), 1948 4 yrs susp. 
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Mary Khairy/Khair, 32 Beit Jala 1971: 1 yr + Fateh; nurse at Jericho A,C 
1 yr susp. government hospital 

Nada Khaizaran/Shaizaran, Gaza 1975: 3 1/2 yrs - H 
1953 
Aysha Khalaf, 1952 Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Hania Khalaf/Hamad Bethlehem 1970:- - A 
Howeitat Khalaf, 1950 West Bank 1970:- Still in prison 2 yrs later Z 
Leila Khaled, 1944 Haifa 1969: 1 mth First arrest after hijacking R,Z 

1970: 24 days TWA to Damascus; second after 
attempted hijack of El Al, 
arrested by British and released 
in exchange for hostages held 
by PFLP 

Fathiya Khalidi Gaza 1973: 3 (6?) mths PFLP; arrested twice Z 
Ferial Khalifa, 1959 West Bank 1976: 1 yr + 3 mths - H 
Hurriya Khalifa, 1956 Gaza 1971: 5 (6?) yrs PLF and accomplice in murder B,C 

of collaborator; tortured 
Fathiya Khalil Beit Safafa 1970:- Member illegal organization; J 

schoolgirl 
Ferial Khalil Ramallah 1977: 4 1/2 yrs - I,J 
Samiha Khalil/Um Khalil Ramallah 1976:- President of Inash al-Usra, B,C 
Salameh, 50? "sponsored PNF meetings in her 

home"; also arrested in 1967 
Aziza Khalili, 16 Nablus 1969: 50 days a.d. Cooperation with resistance L,Z 
Nadia Khandakji Nablus 1969: 2 mths a.d. Never charged A 
Ayman Khatib, 16 Beit Iba 1978: 8 yrs DFLP and bomb in Hebrew Z 

(Nablus) University 
Hanifa Khatib, 40 Majdal Krum 1971:- Daughter of Latifa C 
Latifa Khatib, 63 Majdal Krum 1971:- Gave food and water to her C 

son who had infiltrated from 
Lebanon for Fateh 

Zayda Khatib, 40 Jerusalem 1968: 3 mths a.d. Suspected activity against C 
occupation; released after 2 
weeks when several notables 
guaranteed her future abstention 
from political activity; her 
husband Ruhi is the mayor of 
Arab Jerusalem 

Dr. Hiba Khayat, 28 Nablus 1968: IL 20,000 Fateh and trained girls in A,C 
bond weapons practice 

Nadia Khayat, 21 al-Bireh 1979:- Leader of Fateh cell responsible C 
for 5 operations; teacher; her 
family's house was sealed 

Nayla Khayat/Leila al-Bireh 1969: 6 mths + PFLP and attempted poisoning A,D 
Rashid, 21 (Abwin?) 2 yrs susp. of collaborators; teacher 
Inshirab Khodr, 12 (14?) Kalandia 1979:- - 0 

camp 
Doris Khoury, 25 Ramallah 1969: 5 yrs + PFLP and attempted poisoning C,D 

4 yrs susp. of collaborators 
Hania Khuleif Bethlehem 1970: Almost one Not tried 0 

yr a.d. 
Rima Kilani, 1954 West Bank 1976: 3 mths a.d. Not tried H,Z 
Ayesha Kiwan, 1945 Jordan 1976 (77?): 4yrs - E,H 
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Florinda Laham al-Bireh 1976: 4 mths Sit-in at school; suspended F 
probation from teaching job 

Salha Lokata, 28 Jerusalem 1970: 3 mths susp. + Distributed Fateh leaflet; C 
IL 350 teacher 

Aysha Lugh Gaza - Z 
Ne'mat Maalouf, 40 Ramallah 1977?:- Owned car of refrigerator Z 

explosion; director of old 
people's home 

Ne'mat Mahani/Mahna, 15 Gaza 1969: 8 mths + Schoolgirl demonstration A,C 
IL 1,000 

Sobeita Mahanna, 1950 Gaza 1973: 1 mth Brothers were commandos Z 
Fathiya Mahmoud, 19 Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Nahil Mahmoud, 16 Tulkarm 1969?: 6 mths + Conspiring to cross river to L 

IL 100 join Fateh 
Naima Mahmoud Nablus 1971: 5 yrs Member illegal organization A 
Saida Maisar Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Aysha Makhlouf Nablus 1972:- - z 
Samiha Malhous Jericho - : 6 mths Helped commandos H 
Aysha Mansour Mughazi 1969: 15 mths - H 

camp 
Hana Mansour, 1955 Jordan 1974: 1 mth + 2 yrs - H 

susp. 
Khawla Mansour, 46 Rama 1971: 4 mths + Helped her commando husband; B,C 

(Galilee) 20 mths susp. tortured 
Zahra Mansour, 48 Rama 1971: 4 mths + Helped her brother-in-law; C 

20 mths susp. tortured 
Asma Maragha West Bank 1976:- Helped prisoners' families G 
Amna Marawi Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Amna Marda, 1922 Gaza 1972: a.d. - Z 
Lina Marei, 15 Jenin 1974: IL 5,000 Schoolgirl demonstration; father Z 

refused to pay and she was 
imprisoned 

Warda Marei West Bank 1972:- - Z 
Iffat Marqa Jerusalem 1969: 3 mths - G 
Fatma Martim Gaza 1969: 2 yrs - G 
Ayesha Mas/Hasam/ Gaza 1971:- - Z 
Bassam, 1953 
Dia Mashal Jerusalem 1974:- Member illegal organization G 

and demonstration 
Raja' Mashal - 1979: a.d. Student I 
Fathiya Masri, 20 Gaza 1971:- - Z 
Raya Masri Nablus 1974:- Failed to report PFLP member L 

to authorities 
Sana Masri Nablus 1976: 2 mths - G 
Ureib Masri Nablus 1969:- Connected with resistance J 
Hanan Massih, 1958 Ramallah 1979:- Fateh and involved in explosion C,Zz 

in Jerusalem; teacher; family 
home bricked up by Israelis 

GhaliyaMassoud, 1955 Gaza 1972: a.d. - Z 
Soheila Matar, 1953 Gaza camp 1972:- - Z 
Zarifa Matar Gaza 1975:- Helped illegal organization L 
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Hana Mattouri, 1953 West Bank 1976: 1 1/2 mths - H 
Ferial Mazin Ramallah 1977: 1 1/2 yrs + Distributed pamphlets, Zz 

3 yrs susp. prepared explosives 
Halima Mazkiya Tireh 1975: 2 1/2 yrs Fateh; student G,Z 
Amira Mejis, 17 Nawaqir 1972:- Daughter of Diba C 

Bedu 
Diba Mejis, 50 Nawaqir 1972: 21 days? a.d. Suspected of forming Fateh C 

Bedu cell 
(Galilee) 

Nadia Mejis, 22 Nawaqir 1972:- Daughter of Diba C Bedu 
Azzat Mekkawi, 26 Nablus 1972:- Endangering public order Z 
Dr. Hanan Mikhail Ramallah 1973: a.d. Incitement against occupation Zx 
Aysha Milat Gaza 1975:- - I 
Yusra Misk, 1952 Hebron 1974:- Fateh H,L 
Aysha Mohammad Nablus 1971: 1 mth - G,H 
Farida Mohammad Gaza 1976: 7 yrs - G 
Hiyam Mohammad Nablus 1971: 5 mths - H 
Iffat Morcos Jerusalem 1969: 3 mths - H 
Nuha Morcos/Mitha/ Jerusalem 1975:- PFLP; teacher H,I 
Minia, 1945 
Aida Mosleh, 1938 Gaza 1972: a.d. - Z 
Fathiya Mosleh Ramallah? 1977: 3 mths or Demonstration; schoolgirl P 

IL 10,000 
Jamila Mosleh Gaza 1972:- - z 
Shagiya Mosleh, 1954 Gaza camp 1972: a.d. - Z 
Zuhour Mosleh Ramallah 1978: IL 10,000 Demonstration; schoolgirl J 
Lamia Mostaka Jerusalem 1974:- Member National Front J 
Adela Moussa, 1950 Gaza camp 1972: a.d. - Z 
Amira Moussa/Hour, 18 Khan Yunis 1970: 12 yrs PFLP and grenade attack C 
Bahiya Moussa Ramallah 1977: 1 yr Distributed pamphlets I 
Bassima Moussa, 1962 Jenin 1978: 9 mths + Opposing the occupation, H,Z 

9 mths susp. contacts with illegal organization Zy 
Raeda Moussa Jerusalem 1975: 4 mths (yrs?) - H 
Safiya/Hania Moussa, 60 Ramallah 1977: 6 mths Caught giving leaflets to her I,J,Zz 

son in Beersheba prison (3 life 
sentences); two other sons 
deported, a fourth killed 
for the cause 

Nufuth Muffatish, 24 Jerusalem 1969: 4 yrs Contacts with resistance L 
Mother of Hassan Majdal 1970:- Gave food, clothing to son, C 
Mujayed, 60 Krum "infiltrator" from Lebanon, 

who returned there after 
1/2 hour visit 

Madiha Mullat - 1972: 1 mth? - Z 
Yusra Musadar Mughazi 1970: 9 mths - H 

camp 
Itis Muslem West Bank 1970: 14 mths Father lorry driver, smuggled C 

explosives from Jordan which 
she handed to other parties; 
"court lenient as she is backward" 
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Hurriya Musmar, 34 Gaza 197 3: 6 mths + Failed to report brother's Z 
1 yr susp. activities; "Gaza's Guevara" 

killed in their house, which 
was demolished to punish them 

Kawkab Musmar, 42 Gaza 1973: 6 mths + Failed to report husband's C,Z 
1 yr susp. activities; teacher; house 

demolished 
Samia Mustafa Bethlehem -:13 yrs? PFLP and put explosives in Zz 

crate of oranges 
Mariam Naaman Beit Safafa 1970:- Member illegal organization; G 

schoolgirl 
Hiba Nabulsi Nablus 1969: 9 mths Randa's sister; schoolgirl A,Z 
Randa Nabulsi, 17 (18?) Nablus 1969: 10 (12?) yrs PFLP and Supersol explosion; B,K, 

schoolgirl; tortured; deported U,Z 
1971 

Saada Nabulsi, 24? Nablus 1969: 5 yrs + Randa hid weapons in her room G,K,Z 
IL 5,000 at vocational training college 

where she taught 
Aida Naher Gaza 1973:- - z 
Wafa Najari Nablus 1976:- - G 
Najla Najaya Nablus 1976:- - G 
Fatma Najjar Sinai 1975:- - I 
Samira Najm, 23 Jerusalem 1971: 1 yr + 3 mths Fateh; not tried A 
Fatma Najuli, 24 Gaza 1969: 6 mths UNRWA nurse, treated man C 

injured in explosion; Egypt 
complained to UN Secretary- 
General that Israel violated 
2 international conventions 
in imprisoning her 

Hanan Nakhleh, 1958 Lydda 1979:- Fateh Zz 
Soheir Nasr Jerusalem 1973: 4 yrs Links with Arab country L 
Jamila Nassar, 40's Rama 1971: 4 mths + Fed and helped commando A,C 

20 mths susp. brother-in-law 
Rabia Nasser, 1944 Gaza camp 1972: 2 1/2 yrs - Z 
Zahia Naufal Gaza camp 1972:- - Z 
Arefa Nazzal, 1922 Nablus? 1973:- - Z 
Fawzia Neseiho Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Samia Nezi'l Khan Yunis 1969: 3 mths - H 
Mazna Nicola, 28 Yafa 1975: 1 1/2 yrs + Fateh, gathered information D,M, 

(Nazareth) 2 1/2 yrs susp. and tried to recruit; nurse; U,W 
lawyer Langer said confession 
extracted under duress 

Simona Nimr, 20's Nahariya 1969: 9 days Suspected involvement in Haifa C 
explosions; Israeli Jewess, 
converted after marriage to 
Palestinian 

Sonia Nimr, 1955 jenin 1976: 3 yrs DFLP member G,J 

Khadra Obeid Gaza 1974: 1 1/2 yrs - H 

Khawla Obeid al-Bireh 1975: 1 yr - G 

Ne'mat Obeid Nablus 1972: 40 days - G 

Hayat Obeida, 18 (19?) Jerusalem 1969: 13 mths a.d. Never tried; sister of Rashida, O,Z 
who escaped to Amman 

Wife of Said ()icidi Ramailah 1970:- Helped commandos J 
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Aysha Odeh, 1944 Deir Jerber 1969: 2 life sentences PFLP and Supersol, British B,F,K 
(Jerusalem) + 10 yrs Consulate explosions; teacher; 

severely tortured, moved to 
hospital after interrogation; 
house demolished 

Fathiya Odeh Ramallah 1977: IL 10,000 Demonstration; schoolgirl; 3 Zy 
mths jail for father if fine not paid 

Fatma Odeh, 23 (27?) Lifta 1969: 18 days No charge; paralysed sister C,N,Z 
of Rasmiya 

Hurriya/Soraya Odeh, 18 Dora 1975:- Led Fateh cell; tortured during G,U 
47-day interrogation 

Laila Odeh, 17 Lifta 1969: About 1 1/2 Never tried; Rasmiya's sister O,Z 
yrs a.d. 

Nuha Odeh, 17 Lifta 1969: 14 days a.d. Deported; family home C 
demolished; Rasmiya's cousin; 
schoolgirl 

Rasmiya Odeh, 1948 Lifta 1969: 3 life sentences PFLP and Supersol, British B,C, 
+ 10 yrs Consulate explosions; university F,N,Z 

student; severely tortured; 
family home demolished 

Kathnat Omar, 20? Hebron 1970:- Resistance member and B 
recruited; tortured 

Khitam Omar, 1952 Hebron 1975:- - Z 
Fatma Omeira Nablus 1972: 6 mths Helped resistance H 
Hana Omeira, 1948 West Bank 1971: 5 yrs - H 
Hayat Omeira Jerusalem 1977:- Contacts with resistance in Zs,Zt 

Lebanon, Syria and Kuwait; 
after 2 days of interrogation 
had to be moved to hospital; 
husband is journalist 

Ibtissain Omeira/Omra, 1951 Nablus 1970: 5 1/2 yrs +fine Fateh and weapons training A 
Samiha Omran Gaza 1972: 3 mths - A 
Samar Oreiqat Jericho 1974: IL 6,000 Student demonstration; G,J 

(Abu Dis?) rearrested in 1979 
Nadra Osta Nablus 1974:- Helped prisoners' families G,L 
Zainab Oteimi Gaza 1975: 1 1/2 yrs Fateh G 
Badawiya Oweiss, 21 Jenin 1974:- Weapons training L,U 
Nadia Oweiss Jenin -: 5 yrs - H 
Amina Oweissa, 16 - 1979:- Member illegal organization I 
Soheila Oweita/Deita Gaza camp 1972:- - Z 
Fatma Qadi, 59 Gaza 1970:- - G 
Laila Qahtan Ramleh 1969: a.d. Helped commandos H 
Fatma "Um Khodr" Qandah - 1977:- Arrested with Ferial Mazin Zz 

and Issam Abu-Nuwar 
Amna Qasim, 20 Jibya -: 1 1/2 yrs - Zz 

(Ramallah) 
Hayat Qawasmi Hebron 1970: 7 yrs (susp.?) Pregnant, miscarried after A,B 

+ IL 1,000 interrogation 
Aida Qumri, 22 Jerusalem 1969: 1 yr a.d. + Contacts with sister Wadad, O,Z 

8 mths who had escaped; tortured, 
released because ill 

Laila Qumri, 32 Jerusalem 1969: 2 yrs a.d. + Contacts with sister Wadad; O,Z 
4 mths tortured 

This content downloaded from 66.134.128.11 on Wed, 1 Oct 2014 10:50:54 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions

http://www.jstor.org/page/info/about/policies/terms.jsp


PRISONERS FOR PALESTINE 71 

Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birth sentence: Sentence 

Samar/Narriman Quteima/ Jerusalem 1974: 6 (7?) mths PNF member G,L,O 
Quteina, 15 
Riba Rajoudi Mughazi 1970: 1 yr - H 

camp 
Inam Rakou' Gaza 1975?: 21 mths - G 
Karima Ratroot, 1958 West Bank 1976: 1 yr + 4 mths - H 
Abir Rimawi Ramallah 1975: a.d. University student; period of J 

detention renewed in 1978 
Khadija Ruman/Abu- Jerusalem 1974: 2 1/2 (5?) yrs University student; leader of F,H,L 
Ruman, 1951 Fateh cell; four men arrested with her 
Aida Saad, 1951 Gaza 1969: Life (20 yrs?) Fateh and threw grenade that C,G, 

wounded 4 Israeli soldiers in O,U 
patrol jeep; family home 
demolished; Jordan protested 
to UN Secretary-General about 
her torture 

Mother and sister of Aida Gaza 1969: 5 days Arrested with Aida and E,F,K 
Saad interrogated; sister is blind 
Fakhriya Saadeh, 18 Jenin 1977: 6 mths Member illegal organization P 
Ummaya Saadeh Nablus 1969: 4 mths + Distributed pamphlets K 

IL 150 
Viola Saadeh, 18 - 1979: 12 yrs Placed bomb near Jaffa Gate; C,J 

member of group that carried 
out several operations 

Ne'mat Sadek, 14 Nablus area 1968:- Worked as shepherdess after Z 
school hours, met commandos 
in the fields and hid them in cave 

Salwa Sahar, 33 Jerusalem 1969:- Funeral procession for Tamimi C 
Samia Sais, 1948 Nablus 1971: 10 mths? - G,Z 
Arabiya Sajaya/Sagair, 60 Majdal Krum 1970: 2 yrs susp. Failed to report her commando C 

son who infiltrated from Lebanon, 
although she sent him away 

Saadiya Sakkar Deir al-Balah 1976: 8 mths Contacts with resistance; Z 
mother of 8 

Sabha Salahat, 1930 Mughazi 1970: 3 1/2 yrs Helped resistance H,Z 
camp 

Aysha Salama Mughazi 1969: 7 mths a.d. - H 
camp 

Ghaliya Salama, 1945 Gaza 1973: 1 mth? a.d. Knew of husband's activities Z 
Majida Salama/Suleima, 20 Jerusalem 1978: 5 yrs Fateh; 8 mths pregnant, one C,H,I 

small child at home 
Raiya Salama, 50? Shati camp 1973: 6 mths Helped commandos; never Z 

admitted the charge 
Ayman Saleh Nablus? 1977: 2 mths - H 
Aysha Saleh, 1916 Gaza 1976?: 16 mths - H 
Hanem Saleh Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Najah Saleh, 1946 West Bank 1976: 6 mths + - H 

1 yr susp. 
Nuha Saleh, 1939 Bir Zeit 1976: 7 (8?) mths - H,Z 
Sawsam Saleh, 20 Nablus 1969: 11 mths Suspected PFLP; never tried H 

for lack of proof; deported 
1970; daughter of former 
defence minister 
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Ferial Salem Ramallah 1977:- Demonstration against Sadat's Z 
district visit to Jerusalem; wounded 

in explosion; released March 
1979 

Sheraide Saler, 1950 West Bank 1972:- - Z 
Najila Samhan Tulkarm 1975:- - H,Z 
Fawzia Samorra Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Nahida Sandouqa Ramallah? 1977: 3 mths + Demonstration; schoolgirl P 

IL 10,000 
Nur Sandouqa Ramallah 1977: 3 mths + Demonstration; schoolgirl P 

IL 10,000 
Fathiya Sarakji Nablus 1974: Life? Possession of explosives C,G 
Wijdan Sarawi, 1960 Nablus 1978: 4 yrs + Resisting occupation and F,H 

3 yrs susp. demonstration 
Amina Sari Nazareth? 1970: 15 days a.d. Demonstration in support of G,H,O 

prisoners 
Aida Sarsak Gaza 1973:- - Z 
Sobhiya Sarsak Gaza 1969: 4 yrs - H 
Hania/Salma Sawarka, 1947 Gaza (Sinai?) 1974: 18 mths a.d. Helped a commando L 
Brigit Schultz, 1951 West 1976: 10 yrs Arrested in Kenya, charged C,E,X 

Germany with attempted hijack of El Al 
plane with another German 
and 3 Arabs; secretly taken 
to Israel; for 14 mths authorities 
denied holding her; her mother 
has charged that she was tortured 

Samira Seif - 1972: 18 mths - Z 
Fathiya Selmi, 36 Sinai 1971(72?): 8 mths - Z 
Raya Shaaban, 51 Ramleh 1969(70?):- Arrested with daughter Sobhiya, C 

released on bond Feb. 1970 
Sobhiya Shaaban, 18 Ramleh 1969(70?): 5 yrs Fateh and connection with C,Zz 

bomb in Lydda market 
Aida Shabaan Hebron 1976: 18 mths - H 
Insaf Shabaro, 22 Nablus 1971: 5 yrs + IL 300 Fateh and weapons training B,G 
Yusra Shabi, 1952 West Bank 1974:- - I 
Hiyam Shaddouh Nablus 1971: 5 yrs (susp.?) Fateh and weapons training B 

+ IL 300 
Khadija Shafei, 20's Gaza 1970:- - G,Z 
Khitam Shafei West Bank 1975: 1 yr - H 
Nuzha Shahin, 1955 West Bank 1976: 3 yrs + 6 mths - H 
Raeda Shahin Nablus 1969:- Connected with resistance J 

activities 
Siham Shahin, 34 Nablus 1969:- Deported after 4 days arrest; C 

organized demonstrations 
Munawar Shaker Jericho 1969: 6 mths - H 
Shafiqa Shaker Jericho 1969: 6 mths - H 
Ummiya Shaker Nablus 1969: JD 150 Distributed pamphlets A 
Fairouz Shakhshir Nablus 1969(71?): 5 yrs Involved in grenade attacks at A 

labour exchange and other 
places; possibly arrested twice 
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Mariam Shakhshir, 1950 Nablus 1969: Life + 20 + DFLP and placed explosives in C,U,Z 
10 yrs cafeteria of Hebrew University 

in Jerusalem; severely tortured, 
very ill in prison 

Najwa Shakhshir, 22 Nablus 1969: 5 yrs + DFLP C 
IL 1,500 

Hikmiya Shammout, 18 Nazareth 1971:- Sister of Zakiya; married C 
2 weeks before arrest 

Zakiya Shammout, 25 Nazareth 1971: 2 life sentences PFLP and bomb in Afula market; C,K, 
25 were arrested, the largest L,U 
ring of Israeli Arabs caught; 
Zakiya, mother of 4, was 
pregnant when arrested; her 
baby born in prison, spent 
first 16 mths there 

Susan Shanar, 16 Nablus 1969: 3 yrs + DFLP and hid Rashida Obeida; A,C,K 
IL 1,000 schoolgirl 

Aida Sharaka Ramallah 1977: 1 yr Member illegal organization Zy 
district and possession of firearms 

Kamila Sharar Gaza 1973:- - Z 
Ne'mat Sharbini, 21 Nablus 1969:- Hid girl involved in Supersol G,U 

explosion 
Rawda Sharif, 17 Hebron 1970: 4 yrs PFLP G,Z 
Suheir Sharif Acre 1975?:- - C 
Hiyam Sharoukh, 24 Nablus 1971: 5 yrs + Fateh and weapons training B,G,H 

IL 300 
Bahia Shehadeh, 22 Ramallah 1978: 1 yr (6 mths?) Distributed pamphlets J,Q 
Maazouza Shehadeh Jabaliya 1971: 1 mth Threw stone at military H 

camp vehicle; schoolgirl 
Wadad Shemali, 1950 West Bank 1978: 8 mths - H 
Safiya Shgheiba, 1954 Gaza 1972: 3 (5?) yrs Member illegal organization Z 
Fatma Shtalat/Shtat, 1956 Dhahiriya 1975: 6 mths? Raised Palestinian flag at H,I 

demonstration 
Latifa Shtiwi Beit Lahia 1971: 8 mths Member resistance organization A 
Fawziya Sifim, 1939 Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Nina Sindaha, 27 Beit Hanina 1969:- Walked in Tamimi's funeral B,C 

cortege; second arrest for 
demonstration on May 15 
when she was beaten 

Subhiya Skeik/Sukkar, 20 Gaza 1969: 4 yrs Supplied Aida Saad with A,C, 
grenades G,K 

Iman Smadi, 20's Nablus 1976: 2 mths Rearrested in 1977, sentenced E,G, 
to 3 1/2 yrs for distributing Zz 
pamphlets against Sadat's visit 
to Jerusalem and DFLP; teacher 

Mona Soudi, 1945 Amman 1 969: 21 days Arrested in Copenhagen while C,Z 
organizing exhibition of child- 
ren's paintings and accused of 
plotting to assassinate Ben- 
Gurion in South America; no 
trial, charges dropped 

Jamila Stetiya Nablus 1976: 6 mths - G 
Fadia Subh/Subeih, 22 Gaza 1970: 4 yrs PFLP and helped prisoners' A,K 

families 
Aliya Subeih Dhahiriya 1975:- Demonstration I 
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Saada Suwiti Beit Awa 1975:- - I 
Noha Sultanian, 22 Jerusalem 1976:- - G,Z 
Fattoum Sururi/Soudi Gaza 1974:- Security reasons H,L 
Sana Sururi Nablus 1969: 3 mths + Wrote and distributed A,C, 

JD 100 pamphlets K,U 
Suha Sururi Nablus 1969: 4 yrs Supersol explosion G 
Amina Suweida, 24 West Bank 1972:- - Z 
Abla Taha, 1947 Jerusalem 1968: 4 yrs Pregnant when arrested at A,B, 

Allenby Bridge, charged with C,D 
contacts with the resistance in 
Amman and smuggling explosives; 
beaten; former school teacher, 
working in bank; husband also 
arrested although he had not 
travelled with her 

Ikmal/Iktimal Taha, 15 Ramallah 1974: 9 mths Member illegal organization C,O 
Hala Taher, 1948 Nablus 1974: 20 yrs Led Fateh cell; 5 men arrested F,G, 

with her; explosion in their I U 
hiding place killed one, led 
to discovery; teacher 

Nuha Taher Nablus 1976: 10 mths - G,H 
Zakiya Tahtaka, 1934 West Bank 1972:- - Z 
Rika Taktaka, 39 Beit Fajar 1970: 2 mths Smuggled arms in box of grapes C 

from Hebron to Nablus 
Wi'am Tamam Nablus 1974: IL 1,500 - G,O 

(1,000?) 
Samiha Tamari Gaza 1970: 4 yrs - H 
Rada Tamimi, 17 Nablus 1969: 1 yr + IL 500 Demonstration; schoolgirl C 
Rawda Tamimi, 1948 Hebron 1969: 4 yrs + 3 (5?) PFLP and attempted poisoning A,C,D 

susp. (5 yrs + 4 susp.?) of collaborators; highschool 
graduate 

Wife of Qasim Abu-Akr Jerusalem 1969:- Husband suspected of bomb F,Z 
Tamimi explosion; she was released 

after he died under interrogation 
Rima Tannous, 1952 Irbid 1972: Life + 10 yrs Black September, hijacked C,E, 

Sabena plane to Lydda airport Y,Z 
with Therese Halsa 

Khadra Tarrabin, 19 30 Sinai 1972:- - Z 
Anifa Tawabda, 1929 Gaza 1972:- - G,Z 
Fatma Tawf, 19 35 West Bank 1975:- - I 
Raymonda Tawil Acre 1978: 45 days a.d. Charged with photographing C,D, 

March demonstrations and M,R, 
released after international X,Zw, 
outcry; writer and AFP corres- Zx 
pondant, she was placed under 
house arrest in 1976 after 
refusing to stop filing stories 
on the occupation; beaten up 

Samia Tawil, 17 al-Bireh 1969: 5 yrs PFLP and Supersol and British A,C,G 
Consulate explosions; in court 
R. Odeh said she told Tawil to 
confess "only because she 
herself wanted some respite 
from being tortured and to 
prevent the young girl from 
being tortured as well" 
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Najah Tayeb, 1956 West Bank 1975:- - z 
Nadia Tayei' al-Bireh 1979:- Suspected involvement in H,Z 

Mahane Yehuda explosion; 
arrested May or June 1979, 
still not sentenced by February 
1980; student 

Wife of Sheikh Ali Tazziz Jerusalem 1969:- Tamimi's funeral demonstration; C 
husband, president Jerusalem 
Chamber of Commerce 

Mother and sister of Majdal 1971:- Held on suspicion of giving C 
Abu-Hittam Tewfiq Krum him food and shelter when he 

infiltrated from Lebanon 
Aziza Tewfiq Jenin 1976:- - J 
Suad Tewfiq Nablus 1977: 7 mths Member illegal organization; Zy 

district schoolgirl 
Miyassar Touda, 1950 Gaza camp - Released 1972 Z 
Sirine Tujuman/Azhiman, 35 Jerusalem 1974: 1 yr +/or Distributed pamphlets calling G,L,O 

IL 4,000 for boycott of municipal 
elections 

Noha Uksaya/Akshiya, 17 Shajaya 1970: 1 1/2 yrs ? Member banned student A,C 
camp 2 1/2 yrs susp. union, participated in 5 

demonstrations and incited 
other schoolgirls against the 
military governor 

Lamis Wahab West Bank 1979: 1 1/2 yrs - I 
Suad Wahab, 40 Nablus 1971:- Head of Fateh cell; arrested C 

with F. Hallak and a man from 
Nazareth 

Nuhad Wahdan al-Bireh 1975: 1 yr - G 
Fairouz/Faiza Washahi, 1953 West Bank 1976: 15 mths - H,Z 
Salama Wasidi, 1950 (1958?) Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Nabila Wazir Gaza 1969:- Member schoolgirl cell H,J 
Siham Wazni, 18 Nablus 1969: 4 (7?) yrs PFLP and Supersol explosion; A,C, 

highschool student; deported O,U 
to Jordan; lawyer said confession 
extracted by torture 

Azziya Wazwaz Jericho 1969: 6 mths - F,H,Z 
(Jerusalem?) (1 yr?) 

Halima Widi, 1927 Gaza 197 3: 1 mth? a.d. - Z 
Paula Witkam, 26 Leyden 1974: 3 1/2 mths + Arrested at bridge carrying mes- C 

(Holland) 26 1/2 mths susp. sage in invisible ink from Fateh 
Maha Yahia Jericho 1974:- - H 
Uhud Ya'ish, 16 Nablus 1969: 3 yrs Placed explosives; schoolgirl H,Z 
Yasmine Yasmineg 12 (14?) Kalandia 1979:- - 0 

camp 
Maha Yissan al-Bireh 1975: 1 yr - G 
Ataf Yusuf, 1957 al-Jania 1979:- Fateh and involved in Mahane C,Zz 

(Ramallah) Yehuda explosion; teacher; 
family home demolished 

Khafja Yusuf, 1912 Gaza camp 1972:- - Z 
Fatma Zaamim, 23 Gaza 1972:- - Z 
Naima Zaaroub, 1956 West Bank 1972:- - Z 
Mabrouk Zadouh, 1951 Gaza 1971:- - Z 
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Name and age Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
or date of birth sentence: Sentence 

Ibtissam Zaki Nablus 1971: 5 yrs Member banned organization A 
Zainab Zalahat, 16 Mughazi 1970: 1 yr susp. + Inciting disturbances at C,G 

camp IL 500 school 
Khadra Zarba'i, 66 Nuseirat 1976: 1 yr - G 

camp 
Narriman Zatrout Nablus 1976: 1 yr + 3 mths Fateh member G 
Amal Zeitawi Ramallah 1978: IL 10,000 Failure to pay within 24 hrs Zv 

punishable by 6 mths jail; 
demonstration 

Fathiya Ziadeh - 1973: 7 mths + - Z 
1 1 mths susp. 

THE UNNAMED (in chronological order) 

Description Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
and age sentence: Sentence 

5 women - Jan. 1968:- - K 
4 women intellectuals - Feb. 1968: From 1 to The first time a suspended R 

3 yrs susp. sentence was asked for by a 
military court 

8 women Nablus March 1968:- - K 
11 women Jerusalem April 1968:- Demonstration against Israeli C 

military parade 
5 secondary schoolgirls Burj camp May 1968:- Demonstration against mass C 

arrests 
4 girls Jerusalem Aug. 1968:- - K 
3 girls Nablus Sept. 1968:- - K 
30 schoolgirls Gaza Oct. 1968:- - K 
1 woman, 25 Jenin Oct. 1968:- Demonstration against settlement C 

in Hebron 
1 girl, 15 Jenin Oct. 1968:- Demonstration against settlement C 

in Hebron 
7 schoolgirls Jenin Nov. 1968:- Demonstration; "two of them C 

were roughed up resisting arrest" 
4 women Halhul Jan. 1969:- Security reasons K 
3 girls, 16-17 Nablus Jan. 1969: a.d. Demonstration C 
1 girl, 18 Tulkarm Jan. 1969: 6 weeks + Organized schoolgirls' L 

IL 200 demonstration 
3 schoolgirls, 16 Gaza Jan. 1969:- Threw stones at military C 

patrol car 
3 girls - Feb. 1969: 3 yrs, 2 yrs, Links with PLO K 

2 yrs respectively 
9 schoolgirls Jenin and Feb. 1969: 1 week + Demonstration against the C 

Tulkarm 9 mths susp. + IL 300 beating up of earlier 
demonstrators 

4 schoolgirls Ramallah Feb. 1969: IL 100 Demonstration C 
to IL 500 

13 schoolgirls Ramallah Feb. 1969:- Demonstration and inciting C 
shops to strike 

13 women and schoolchildren Khan Yunis Feb. 1969:- Demonstration C 
and El Arish 
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Description Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
and age sentence: Sentence 

1 woman Jericho Feb. 1969:- Demonstration C 
4 schoolgirls Gaza March 1969:- Demonstration C 
1 girl, 16 Gaza March 1969:- Demonstration and throwing C 

stones at military vehicle 
3 schoolgirls, 16-18 Jerusalem April 1969:- Procession to lay wreath on C 

Tamimi's grave; released same 
day 

"About 12 schoolgirls" Nablus May 1969:- School disturbances C 
1 woman, 24 Khan Yunis May 1969:- Suspected member of PFLP C 
1 schoolgirl, 14(15?) Jerusalem June 1969:- Organized schoolgirls' C 

demonstration 
1 teacher, 30 Ramallah July 1969: 4 yrs Possessed explosives and C,K 

(Nablus?) communication means 
1 girl Jerusalem Sept. 1969: 1 1/2 yrs Member resistance cell C 

+ 1 1/2 yrs susp. 
"A number of women" - Oct. 1969:- Suspected of involvement in C 

incidents in North Israel 
and the Nazareth area 

3 secondary schoolgirls Nablus 1970:- Members illegal organization; C 
acquitted in March 

3 women Deir al-Balah April 1970:- Demonstration against killing K,O 
of 4 commandos 

5 schoolgirls Nablus May 1970: 4 to Weapons training J 
8 mths 

1 girl, 16 Hebron May 1970:- Member illegal organization A 
3 girls Nuseirat July 1970:- PFLP, responsible for attack C 

camp on army patrol in July and 
grenade that killed a soldier 
in March 

3 young women Gaza July 1970:- Arrested with PLA major C 
19 girls Ramallah July 1970:- Cooperation with illegal K 

district organization; arrested with 
26 boys 

2 women Nablus July 1970:- Disturbed the peace in military C 
court 

80 women Gaza and Sept. 1970:- Arrested to pressure PFLP to K,R 
West Bank release hijacked passengers; 

about 370 men also arrested 
5 girls Nablus Sept. 1970:- PFLP and weapons training K,U 
4 women Rama Oct. 1970: 14 days Suspicion of aiding 2 Fateh C 

commandos (their relatives) 
who had infiltrated from Lebanon 

2 girls, 17 and 18 Haifa Feb. 1971:- Distributed pamphlets in L,S 
Galilee villages 

4 women, 21-25 Nablus April 1971: 5 yrs Members illegal organization G,K 
+ 2 yrs susp. 

4 girls, 19-24 Nablus April 1971: From 40 Fateh, weapons training and G,K,O 
days + IL 300 to 8 distributing leaflets 
mths + IL 500 

1 girl, 15 Deir al-Balah July 1971: 6 mths PFLP C 
1 girl, 18 Mughazi Oct. 1971:- Arrested after grenade attack L,C 

camp 
2 nurses Gaza Nov. 1971:- Hid commando under hospital C 

bed 
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Description Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
and age sentence: Sentence 

2 women Majdal Nov. 1971:- Helped infiltrator (their C 
Krum relative), fed him and gave 

him water 
4 schoolgirls Deir al-Balah Dec. 1971: 1 mth + 9 Stoned policeman during C 

mths susp. + IL 500 demonstration and shouted 
bond each slogans against occupation 

1 Bedu girl, 17 North Israel May 1972:- Saiqa and obtaining intelligence C 
for Lebanon; "name withheld 
because a minor" (may be Mejis) 

10 teachers Jerusalem Jan. 1973: a.d. - L,O 
3 women Ikrit July 1973:- Spent night in Ikrit village C 

church; villagers are not allowed 
to live in Ikrit "for security 
reasons"; after second sleep- 
in the villagers were banned 
from Ikrit in the day-time too 

6 women Nablus Dec. 1973:- Hunger strike and incitement K,U 
against deportation of 8 West 
Bank leaders 

11 women, 30-50 Jerusalem Dec. 1973:- Demonstration K 
20 secondary schoolgirls Jerusalem Dec. 1973:- Demonstration against K 

deportation of 8 
6 schoolgirls, 15-17 Nablus Dec. 1973:- Demonstration against L 

deportation of 8 
1 woman teacher Jerusalem Feb. 1974:- Fateh and organized printing C 

of pamphlets in her school 
2 girls - March 1974:- Establishing Fateh cell; arrested K,U 

with 9 men 
4 schoolgirls, 14 or less Jerusalem May 1974:- - K,O 
3 girls, 16-18 Nablus June 1974:- Weapons training L 
3 women Nablus July 1974: 6 to Members of cell organized C 

12 mths during October War 
25 schoolgirls, 16-18 Nablus Nov. 1974: ad. - L 
40 high school girls Jerusalem Nov. 1974:- Throwing stones at a Zm 

patrolman 
10 girls, 15-17 Nablus Jan. 1975: a.d. - L,Q 
University student, 24 pre-1967 Aug. 1975:- Ringleader of Fateh cell; C 

Israel another woman arrested with her 
1 woman Jerusalem Oct. 1975:- Owner of booby-trapped car; C 

fiance and 5 men also arrested 
50 schoolgirls and 3 teachers Jerusalem March 1976:- Demonstration against depor- C 

tation of 2 electoral candidates 
1 girl Jerusalem March 1976:- Inciting protest in Haram C 

area and assaulting police 
chief; 22 schoolboys also arrested 

5 schoolgirls, 15-16 Jerusalem April 1976: a.d. Demonstration Z 
1 woman, 20 Haifa Nov. 1976:- Involved in Jerusalem explosion Zy 
3 girls West Bank Dec. 1976:- Demonstration Zy 
4 schoolgirls Jerusalem Feb. 1977:- Demonstration against Israelis P 

praying in Haram 
6 secondary teachers al-Bireh Feb. 1977:- Demonstration against Israelis P 

praying in Haram 
15 secondary schoolgirls al-Bireh Feb. 1977:- Demonstration against Israelis P 

praying in Haram 
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Description Origin Date of arrest or Remarks Source 
and age sentence: Sentence 

5 girls West Bank March 1978: a.d. Students at teachers' training J 
college; still in prison July 1978 

6 students Bir Zeit April 1978: 3 mths Demonstration Zv 
+ IL 8,000 

1 woman - Aug. 1978:- Member Fateh cell, placed C 
bombs in Jerusalem 

1 woman Majdal Aug. 1978: 15 days Sang Palestinian songs at Zv 
Krum wedding and applauded when 

others sang; 9 men also arrested 
"A number of women" - Sept. 1978: 2 days Arrested for questioning after C 

bomb exploded in Jerusalem 
1 woman, 42 Lebanon May 1979:- Arrested in Paris on suspicion C 

of attempt to smuggle explosives 
into Israel 

2 schoolgirls, 14 and 16 Bethlehem May 1979: IL 5,000 Throwing stones during C 
area and 7,000 respectively demonstration; their fathers 

threatened with jail if fines 
not paid 

12 girls: 1 from Jerusalem, - May 1979:- Members illegal organizations 0 
2 from Ramallah, 9 from and suspected involvement in 
Nablus Jerusalem and Natanya explosions 
Two high school girls, 14 Bethlehem May 1979: IL 5,000 Threw stones during pro-PLO C 
and 16 district and IL 7,000 demonstration; told their 

respectively fathers would be jailed if 
the fine were not paid 

A Frenchwoman, 31 - May 1979:- Suspected of Fateh member- C 
ship; lived in Jerusalem 

2 girls Nablus June 1979:- Demonstration against Elon C 
Moreh settlement 

1 woman, 20 - June 1979:- Member of group that carried C 
out several operations 
(perhaps Viola Saadeh) 

2 girls Nablus June 1979:- Demonstration against C 
Elon Moreh settlement 

A number of women - Sept. 1979: 2 days Arrested in Jerusalem for C 
interrogation after an explosion 
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