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SETTLEMENT MONITOR 

EDITED BY GEOFFREY ARONSON 

This section covers items-reprinted articles, statistics, and maps-pertaining to Israeli settle- 
ment activities in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, and the Go- 
lan Heights. Unless otherwise stated, the items in this section have been written by Geoffrey 
Aronson directly for this section or drawn from material written by him for Report on Is- 
raeli Settlement in the Occupied Territories (hereinafter Settlement Report), a Washington- 
based bimonthly newsletter published by the Foundation for Middle East Peace. JPS is grate- 
ful to the Foundation for permission to draw on its material. Major documents relating to 
settlements appear in the Documents and Source Matertial section. 
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TOWARD A FINAL SEILEMENTM 

ISRAEL'S TERRITORIAL STRATEGIC VISION: 
THE GoiAN vs. Tm WESr BANK 

From Settlement Repori March-April 
2000. 

Despite the collapse, at least for the time 
being, of the fornal talks between Israel and 
Syria, there is no doubt about the extent to 
which Israel has reassessed long-held views 
of its territorial and settlement requirements 
on the Golan Heights-a transformation in 
elite military and strategic concepts, if not in 
public attitudes. Such views have enabled Is- 
raeli prime ministers since Yitzhak Rabin to 
conclude that Israel's strategic interests in the 
twenty-first century will be better served by 
a contractual peace with Syria and without 
Golan settlements. 

In the vibrant and informed debate that 
took place in Israel on the strategic merits of 
continuing occupation of the Golan plateau, 
the role of settlements on the Golan was 
stripped of any pretense of relevance to as- 
suring Israel's military-strategic objectives. 
Even the opponents of withdrawal did not 
make claims of the military value of civilian 
settlement-now involving 17,000 people in 
thirty-three locations-but instead invoked 
traditional Zionist ideological imperatives. As 
a result, the disassociation between Golan 
settlements and Israeli security is almost 

complete. Indeed, for those who support a 
peace agreement with Syria, Israel's civilian 
presence on the plateau has been trans- 
forned into an impediment to greater Israeli 
security. 

Whether or not an agreement with Syria 
is eventually reached, Israel has already em- 
braced the strategic advantages of with- 
drawal from the plateau. These advantages 
are rooted not only in Israel's concept of the 
transformation of modem warfare, which has 
made it possible to compensate for the stra- 
tegic depth provided by the Golan, but also 
in its view of the strategic threats likely in 
the twenty-first century-the nonconven- 
tional and missile capabilities emerging in 
Baghdad and Tehran. As Prime Minister 
Ehud Barak conceives it, a withdrawal from 
the Golan to either the international or the 
4 June 1967 border-Barak himself has said 
that "from a strategic point of view, the dif- 
ference is not decisive"-will "reinforce the 
IDF significantly with early warning systems 
and the best weapons systems in the world." 

The change in Israeli views on the Golan 
is all the more remarkable when contrasted 
with its concept of the continuing territorial 
strategic value not only of the West Bank but 
also of the Gaza Strip. This has limited Israeli 
concessions to the Palestinians to a territorial 
framework based on a concept of strategic 
and territorial requirements little changed for 

Journal of Palestine Studies XXIX, no. 4 (Summer 2000), pp. 138-146. 
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the past forty years and unaffected by the 
lessons of the Gulf War, notably that Israel's 
strategic border no longer runs along the 
Jordan Valley but hundreds of miles east at 
the Jordanian-Iraqi frontier. 

The fundamental change in Israeli views 
toward the Palestinians during the Oslo pe- 
riod is the realization that some form of Pal- 
estinian self-determination is essential if 
Israel is to maintain its existing political insti- 
tutions and Jewish majority. Today, even 
YESHA council leaders acknowledge that the 
dream of Israeli rule over the entire West 
Bank is not on the agenda. But the solution 
to the Palestinians' national problem is 
meant to preserve, not undermine, Israel's 
long-standing security- and settlement-related 
demands. 

Prime Minister Barak has given voice to 
this static view of Israel's territorial demands 
in the West Bank, which include "broad, 
united Jerusalem under Israeli sovereignty; 
no return to the 1967 borders; no foreign 
army west of the Jordan River; most of the 
Judea and Samaria [West Bank] settlers-not 
even most of the settlements-to remain 
under our sovereignty in the permanent ar- 
rangement; a defense and settlement pres- 
ence in the Jordan Rift Valley." "These 
principles," Barak continued, "will create an 
extended corridor, large blocs, and an 'ex- 
panded Allon Plan,' which is a basis for per- 
manent status negotiations." 

Israel's requirements, reflecting a strategy 
dominated by the past not only in terms of a 
continuing commitment to the idea of a 
Greater Israel but also in terms of an un- 
changing view of the security threats on the 
eastern front, are expressed in a "security in- 
terests" map dating to 1995 but still valid. It 
was initially prepared by the IDF Planning 
Branch (when Barak was chief of staff) at the 
request of then prime minister Rabin during 
the Taba talks that preceded the signing of 
the Oslo II accord. According to the Planning 
Branch's map, the Palestinian Authority (PA) 
would control 40 to 45 percent of the West 
Bank by the end of the third redeployment. 
The Gaza Strip was excluded from any addi- 
tional redeployments. The three blocs of Pal- 
estinian-controlled territory in the West Bank 
outlined by the IDF map are not contiguous; 
settlements and areas under IDF control sep- 
arate them. For example, the entire Jordan 
Valley appears in the map as an area that 
must remain under IDF control, with unim- 
peded access across the West Bank to Israel 
proper. The map includes border adjust- 

ments along the Green Line as well as addi- 
tional areas slated for West Bank settlement 
expansion. 

At final status talks that opened on 30 
January 2000, Israeli negotiator Oded Eran 
presented Israel's security requirements in 
the occupied territories as the basis for the 
annexation of parts of the West Bank. While 
presenting no maps or estimating the per- 
centage of West Bank land, Eran affirmed 
Israel's need for the following territories: 

* A security strip in the Jordan Valley region in 
order to confront, according to a 2 February 
report in HaAretz, "possible security threats 
on the Eastern front" and to defend popula- 
tion centers in Israel. 

* Greater Jerusalem. 
* An undefined number of settlement blocs. 
* A security corridor around settlements that 

will become isolated in Palestinian territory. 
Outlining its security imperatives, the IDF 

presented to Israeli leaders the following 
four "anchors" to eventual security arrange- 
ments between Israel and the PA: 

* The ability to spread forces and freedom of 
movement for defense in the event of an at- 
tack from the east and defense of the "seam 
line" (near the Green Line border) between 
PA areas and Israel. 

* A demilitarized PA. 
* Security separation between Israel and the 

Palestinians that permits Israeli jurisdiction 
over the crossings between the two sides. 

* Israeli-Palestinian security cooperation. 
Israel is demanding sovereignty over all 

areas of the West Bank defined as necessary 
for its security, but IDF officials "recognize 
the possibility of a different political decision 
that will transfer territory to partial or com- 
plete Palestinian rule." 

Palestinian officials consider any map 
based upon such principles to be a non- 
starter. For their part, PA negotiators have re- 
iterated a demand for a complete Israeli 
withdrawal to the 4 June 1967 border. Many 
reports, however, attest to a Palestinian rec- 
ognition that there are some settlement "facts 
on the ground" that cannot be ignored. 
HaAretz, for example, reported on 2 Febru- 
ary that "in discussions in limited forums in 
recent weeks Palestinians presented a more 
flexible position, according to which they 
would agree to the annexation of large set- 
tlement blocs to Israel in return for alterna- 
tive territories to be agreed upon in 
negotiations." Palestinians denied such an 
agreement, and Barak is reported to have 
summarily rejected the suggestion of an ex- 
change of territory. 
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The territorial situation in Gaza has not 
changed since the first Oslo agreement in 
1994, which established the PA in parts of 
the Gaza Strip and Jericho. At that time, the 
PA established civil and security authority 
over 87 percent of Gaza's 415,000 dunams. 
The IDF and sixteen settlements, whose pop- 
ulation has increased to 7,000 today, control 
36,000 dunams-the so-called white areas, 
comprising less than 10 percent of Gaza. The 
500- to 800-meter-wide "yellow area," where 
the IDF retains security authority and Pales- 
tinian residential construction is ostensibly 
prohibited, comprise the remaining 3 percent 
of Gaza. Additional Israeli redeployments in 
Gaza have not been discussed since 1994. 

According to Israeli strategists, the current 
Israeli deployment in Gaza accomplishes 
four basic strategic military objectives: 

* Settlements in the southern part of Gaza act 
as a physical barrier to the creation of a con- 
tiguous Arab bloc spanning the border be- 
tween Egypt and Palestinian territory, 
preventing the transport of military equip- 
ment into Palestinian areas. 

* Settlement in the northern part of Gaza cre- 
ates a barrier between Israel proper and Pal- 
estinian areas. 

* The settlements of Kfar Darom and Morag 
can oversee and interdict transport and sup- 
plies moving along Gaza's main north-south 
traffic axis. 

* Netzarim, a settlement that has grown from 
nearly empty to sixty families with a popula- 
don of 400 during the Oslo period, remains, 
in the words of one IDF commander, "the 
last eye into Gaza." The settlements and ac- 
companying military redeployment also act 
as a wedge between Palestinian population 
centers in the north and the south of Gaza, 
aimed at preventing, in times of crisis, the 
easy movement of people and materiel north 
along the road to Israel. 

A FINAL STATUS WrrHouT FINAL STATUS? 

From Settlement Report May-June 2000. 
While Israeli prime minister Ehud Barak 

was once one of the few who believed that 
an all-encompassing final status agreement 
with the Palestinians could be reached, most 
of Israel's leadership today, including Barak 
himself, now see this goal as unrealistic-in 
September or at any time in the foreseeable 
future. Instead, Israelis and Palestinians alike 
have resurrected a plan for an extended in- 
terim agreement, first conceived by Ariel 
Sharon in 1997, that can accommodate both 
Arafat's desire for a state called Palestine and 
Israel's desire for territory beyond the June 
1967 border. 

The formal process for the transition from 
interim to final status established by the Oslo 
agreements never bore much relation to the 
sentiments and preferences of those Israelis 
making policy, nor did it reflect the ability of 
the Palestinians to realize such a goal. For- 
mer prime minister Yitzhak Rabin had a lim- 
ited and largely opportunistic view of Oslo; 
he had no grand design for ending the con- 
flict. According to Uri Savir, Rabin's chief ne- 
gotiator, he described the rapprochement 
with the PLO as "a new instrument for reach- 
ing traditional [Israelil objectives." 

The simple fact is that no amount of 
goodwill, no building upon the achieve- 
ments of the interim period, no increase in 
trust between Israelis and Palestinians can 
bridge the gap on main elements of a final 
status agreement-particularly land, settle- 
ments, and refugees. The alchemists of the 
Oslo process cannot, it seems, turn straw 
into gold. 

The spirit that has driven Israel's political 
leadership, both Likud and Labor, is to re- 
store the sense of equilibrium that defined its 
presence in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
until the intifada. Lamented one Palestinian 
deeply involved in back-channel diplomacy 
with Israel, "Barak wants quiet, he does not 
want peace." 

Barak's prescription for "quiet," like to- 
day's map of the West Bank, owes much to 
Ariel Sharon. In November 1997, Sharon met 
with U.S. National Security Adviser Sandy 
Berger to discuss Sharon's view that a Pales- 
tinian state, described at the time by him as a 
"fait accompli," need not undermine Israel's 
security and settlement interests in the West 
Bank 

Sharon was confident that Palestinians 
were more concerned with the "quality" than 
the "quantity" of lands to be transferred to 
their control. For Israel's part, Sharon ex- 
plained, "A Palestinian state in parts of Judea 
and Samaria is preferable to Palestinian au- 
tonomy in all of Judea and Samaria." 

This state, however, was not contem- 
plated as part of a final status agreement, 
which Sharon recognized was unlikely, but 
rather as a central component of a concept 
Sharon described as "less than peace." 

Sharon explained his view in a November 
1998 presentation titled "Security and Co- 
existence: An Alternative Approach to Break- 
ing the Deadlock between Israel and the 
Palestinians." 

"The way I view the situation today," he 
noted, "it is possible to reach an agreement 
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with the Palestinians in the interim phase, 
which would be somewhat similar to the 
concept of nonbelligerency. This will pro- 
vide the Palestinians with the possibility of 
keeping and holding the Oslo accords and 
for Israel the necessary time to examine and 
see that conditions for a true and lasting 
peace have materialized." 

Sharon's view represented an emerging 
national consensus, and during 1998 the 
prospect of a national unity government that 
would champion such a program was seri- 
ously considered. 

Sharon also met with both Mahmud Ab- 
bas and Oslo architect Ahmad Qurai' in an 
unsuccessful effort to convince them to 
abandon the Oslo timetable in favor of his 
plan for a semipermanent interim arrange- 
ment that would include a truncated Palestin- 
ian state in parts of the West Bank and Gaza. 
Nonetheless, some Palestinians have also 
come to believe that a partial resolution of 
some final status issues, and the postpone- 
ment of others, is the most realistic prescrip- 
tion for negotiators. 

Today, it is Barak, not Sharon, who has 
taken upon himself the task of finding a po- 
litically and diplomatically viable alternative 
to an agreement that ends the conflict. If he 
once believed that Israeli recognition of a 
Palestinian state could be traded for Palestin- 
ian concessions in the context of a final sta- 
tus agreement, Barak, in the words of one 
Palestinian, now intends to "trade Palestinian 
independence for not ending the conflict," 
that is, as part of an agreement to postpone 
the resolution of issues like settlements, Jeru- 
salem, refugees, and even borders. 

Barak desires above all to see that the 
declaration of Palestinian statehood, which is 
coming in the latter part of this year, is 
placed in the context of the peace process 
and not simply as a unilateral Palestinian ac- 
tion that further undermines the diplomatic 
framework established at Oslo. 

To that end, Israelis are beginning to 
parse the possible meanings of a Palestinian 
state as the central element of a plan to take 
the place of an unreachable final status 
agreement. "There is no reason that a Pales- 
tinian declaration of independence will pro- 
duce a crisis and violence," explains Knesset 
member Amnon Rubinstein, a former mem- 
ber of Rabin's cabinet Israel's recognition of 
such a state, he adds, need not signify recog- 
nition of the borders proclaimed by Arafat- 
most probably all of the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, including East Jerusalem. Israel's 

experience in this regard-it has never for- 
mally outlined its borders yet is recognized 
and has proper diplomatic relations-is in- 
structive. So too is that of Jordan, whose an- 
nexation of the West Bank in 1951 was 
rejected by most of the international commu- 
nity without affecting universal recognition 
of Jordan itself. 

Even a unilateral Palestinian declaration 
of independence can be accommodated, ar- 
gues Rubinstein. Ireland followed such a pol- 
icy in relation to Britain, which duly 
recognized the new state. Yet a final status 
agreement between the two countries, which 
formally established a recognized border be- 
tween Ireland and Northern Ireland, took de- 
cades to reach. 

As long as the new Palestinian state does 
not seek to impose its sovereignty over areas 
contested by Israel, and as long as Israel can 
prevent international-read American-rec- 
ognition of Palestinian sovereignty over the 
entire West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the 
Gaza Strip, Rubinstein believes there need be 
no conflict. 

Palestinians are hinting that they under- 
stand the rules of the game that are now be- 
ing written. "The area of our state is known," 
explained Parliamentary Affairs M Nabil 'Amr. 
"If we were to declare the state before hav- 
ing sovereignty over the entire area, we 
would declare to the world that the areas 
still not under our rule are occupied." Israel 
can probably live with such a formulation. 

This formulation could also provide for 
Israel's annexation of West Bank and Gaza 
territory where Israeli settlements are lo- 
cated, principally around Jerusalem and near 
the Green Line. This area would also be con- 
tested by the new Palestinian state as part of 
its patrimony, but border disputes between 
states are a standard feature of international 
affairs and need not degenerate into vio- 
lence. Just as Israel would not recognize Pal- 
estine's declared borders, Palestinian leaders, 
in the words of one informed Palestinian, 
would "acquiesce" but not formally agree to 
the annexation of settlements. 

Independence in the absence of a final 
status agreement, a Palestinian state claiming 
all of the West Bank and Gaza but in de 
facto control of approximately half of it, and 
Israel's annexation of 10 to 20 percent of the 
West Bank need not exclude both security 
cooperation and reasonably peaceful rela- 
tions between Israel and Palestine or an in- 
terminable peace process to decide owner- 
ship of the remaining 20 to 30 percent of the 
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area remaining under effective Israeli sover- 
eignty. Such is the vision animating Israeli 
and Palestinian policymakers today. 

SIETTLEMENT CHRONOLOGY 

From Settlement Report January- 
February, March-April, and May-June 
2000. 

16 November 
It is reported that the master plan bound- 

aries of the settlement of Itamar have been 
expanded from 700 to 7,000 dunams, thereby 
including 4 of the 42 outposts ordered dis- 
mantled by the Barak government on 12 Oc- 
tober. The plan was authorized, according to 
Trade and Industry M Ran Cohen, one day 
after agreement was reached between the 
government and YESHA on the outpost issue 
and was an integral part of the agreement. 

22 November 
Settlers establish an unauthorized outpost 

near the Nokdim settlement on lands east of 
Bethlehem that are scheduled to be trans- 
ferred to Palestinians as part of the delayed 
15 November redeployment. YESHA leaders 
want the Israeli government to demolish all 
Palestinian homes built without permits in 
the Etzion bloc area. 

Work begins on tunnels through Jerusa- 
lem's Mt Scopus, part of a road system 
meant to connect Ma'ale Adumim with the 
coastal plain. The project will take two years 
and cost $60 million. 

Six Palestinian homes are demolished by 
the IDF in Gaza's Khan Yunis refugee camp, 
the first demolitions in Gaza since the sign- 
ing of the Oslo accords in September 1993. 

24 November 
PA head Yasir Arafat, bowing to popular 

concerns about economic hardship, cancels 
the order prohibiting Palestinians from work- 
ing in settlements. 

28 November 
As a consequence of military orders pub- 

lished in September, the IDF demolishes 
three homes in the village of al-Khadir near 
Bethlehem. The Palestinian organization 
LAW reports that 14 homes in the West Bank 
and Gaza have been demolished since 26 
October. 

29 November 
At a regular session of final status talks, 

Palestinians threaten to boycott the negotia- 
tions unless settlement activity is frozen. 

30 November 
Members of the Next Generation settle- 

ment movement are forcibly removed by the 
IDF from a site near the settlement of 
Nokdim. 

5 December 
HaAretz reports that four Israeli families 

are living in Ras al-Amud (Ma'ale HaZeitim) 
in East Jerusalem and that more families are 
expected to move in within a few months. 
The compound will have 119 apartments. 
According to Jerusalem Affairs M Haim Ra- 
mon, the construction at the site is legal and, 
therefore, impossible to stop. 

7 December 
Israeli PM Barak announces his intention 

to halt additional tenders for settlement con- 
struction for three months. Barak says, 
"There will be an agreement on final status 
principles within three months in any event, 
such that it makes no difference if there is 
no construction during this period. It takes 
two years from the time a tender is issued 
until an apartment is built. It makes no logi- 
cal sense to continue with something that 
hurts us from an international point of view, 
while it brings no tangible benefits at all." 
U.S. Secy. of State Madeleine Albright 
welcomes the move, saying that success will 
depend upon each side's ability to avoid 
steps "that embarrass the other and make ne- 
gotiations more difficult." 

According to Arutz 7, Housing M Yitzhak 
Levy says that he knows of no changes in 
Barak's construction policy. He suggests that 
Barak's comments "were likely misunder- 
stood, since the reports of what he said are 
inconsistent with government policy, accord- 
ing to which ... new settlements will not be 
built, but existing ones entitled to develop." 

8 December 
According to Amnesty International's re- 

port "Israel and the Occupied Territories: 
The Demolition and Dispossession of Pales- 
tinian Homes," the Oslo accords have cre- 
ated 227 separate areas under Palestinian 
control. One hundred ninety of these mea- 
sure less than 2 km2. Only 40,000 Palestin- 
ians live in area C lands; however, all 
Palestinians live within 6 km of an area C. 
The report states that, since Oslo, all of the 
200 Palestinian applications for building per- 
mits in area C submitted to Israel have been 
rejected. 
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9 December 
Housing M Levy tells Barak that "the NRP 

[National Religious Party] will have a prob- 
lem remaining in this coalition" if the gov- 
ernment halts settlement construction. 

12 December 
Arutz 7 reports that a new neighborhood 

of 320 housing units was dedicated in the 
Golan settlement of Qatzrin. Permits for a 52- 
unit complex in a new neighborhood in the 
southem Golan settlement of Bene Yehuda, 
however, are reported frozen. 

13 December 
HaAretz reports that the YESHA council 

in the West Bank and Gaza Strip has reached 
an agreement with the Committee of Golan 
Settlements to cooperate against an Israeli 
withdrawal from the Golan. YESHA will pro- 
vide funds and organizational means to the 
Golan leaders. 

The first mass demonstration against a 
withdrawal from the Golan Heights is held in 
Jerusalem, attracting some 30,000 protesters. 

20 December 
The Archaeological Council calls upon 

the Israeli government to prohibit the build- 
ing of a Jewish community in Tal Rumayda, 
Hebron. The council claims that construction 
might harm the artifacts from biblical and 
later periods that were found during recent 
excavations. 

22 December 
Golan Regional Council chairman Yehuda 

Volman notes that construction in the Golan 
continued unabated during the late PM Ra- 
bin's negotiations with Syria but that PM 
Barak seems intent on a policy of "drying 
out" Golan settlements. 

26 December 
According to Israel Wire, senior IDF 

commanders have announced plans to fortify 
the buildings occupied by Hebron's Jewish 
community. The military plans to install bul- 
letproof glass in homes where windows face 
PA autonomous areas and other such secur- 
ity measures. The leaders of the local Jewish 
community object to the planned measures. 

Israel Wire reports that, following an 
agreement reached between Etzion bloc ac- 
tivists and senior IDF commanders on 24 De- 
cember, residents were permitted to spend 
the Sabbath at the new "farm" of Lev 
HaGush. 

28 December 
HaAretz reports that PM Barak has tight- 

ened control over the organization that ap- 
proves the expansion of Jewish settlements 
in the West Bank, banning the Supreme 
Council from meeting unless he or an aide 
approves the meeting's agenda in advance. 
The decision came after the council had ap- 
prov%ed during Barak's tenure the construc- 
tion of 2,757 new homes in the settlements 
(with an additional 2,139 in the pipeline) and 
the placement of 85 mobile homes on the 
hilltop outposts of Mitzpe Hagit, Neve Erez, 
Mitzpe Dani, and Givat Hahaish. Many of the 
plans approved for construction were not 
made public, although it is required by law. 

29 December 
The IDF tears down a shrine in the settle- 

ment of Kiryat Arba memorializing Baruch 
Goldstein, who killed 29 Muslim worshipers 
in Hebron in 1994. 

2 Januavy 
Ha Aretz reports that the Jerusalem Plan- 

ning and Building Council recently approved 
the expansion, by 1,100 units, of the Palestin- 
ian suburb of Bayt Hanina in East Jerusalem. 
The construction of 200 units in the nearby 
Jerusalem settlement of Ramot was also 
approved. 

Construction begins on 39 units in the 
West Bank settlement of Beitar. 

3 January 
Yedi'ot Aharonot reports that the first of 

132 units being built at Ras al-Amud in East 
Jerusalem will be ready for occupancy in 
April, violating a commitment made by PM 
Benjamin Netanyahu to the Clinton adminis- 
tration in late 1997 that the small settlement 
would not be expanded. 

The Israel Lands Authority issues a tender 
for the construction of 122 units in the East 
Jerusalem settlement community of Pisgat 
Ze'ev. 

4 January 
Prominent rabbis issue a Halachic ruling 

declaring the Golan Heights to be part of the 
Land of Israel and "forbid[ding] dismantling 
communities in the Land of Israel." 

7January 
Qol Ha 'ir reports that the Jerusalem mu- 

nicipality issued 141 demolition orders in 
East Jerusalem during 1999, compared with 
38 in 1998. Most citations for building viola- 
tions (1,381 of 1,880) were located in West 
Jerusalem. 
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Ma'ariv reports that the Israel Lands Au- 
thority is no longer allocating land for the 
expansion of settlements in the Golan 
Heights. 

IOJanuary 
Protestors from around the country gather 

in Tel Aviv's Rabin Square to demonstrate 
against the prospective withdrawal from the 
Golan Heights. Estimates of the number of 
demonstrators range from 100,000 (Associ- 
ated Press) to 250,000 (Jerusalem Post). 

HaAretz reports that the IDF has reduced 
by 40 percent the budget allocation for sta- 
tioning military guards at settlements. Settlers 
will have to assume increased responsibility 
for protecting their communities. 

16Januaty 
HaAretz reports that the Israeli govern- 

ment continues to revoke residency rights of 
Palestinians in Jerusalem. Although a new 
policy guarantees that identity cards will not 
be confiscated from Arabs, it does permit the 
government to revoke residency rights. 

1 7January 
HaAretz reports that planning for an Is- 

raeli housing complex in Abu Dis has been 
renewed after years of inactivity. The com- 
plex of 220 to 240 units would be on land 
owned by Jews located in the 10 percent of 
the village that is inside the city limits of Je- 
rusalem. The Jerusalem municipality has al- 
ready budgeted $100,000 for planning the 
project and associated infrastructure. 

According to Arutz 7, Deputy DM 
Ephraim Sneh says that areas the Israeli gov- 
ernment intends to keep "do not have to be 
built up all the time. Our intention is that un- 
til the end of the talks-which we plan to 
conclude by the end of the current year- 
there will be no changes in the map." But 
Sneh notes that construction in settlements 
will not be difficult to approve and that by- 
pass roads will not be frozen. 

23January 
The majority of residents of Ma'ale 

Ephraim, the largest Jordan Valley settlement, 
are reported to be ready to evacuate in re- 
turn for compensation. "This area has been 
dead already for many years," explained one 
longtime resident to Yedi'ot Aharonot. 

25January 
The West Bank Civil Administration rec- 

ommends that plans for 11 bypass roads be 
put on hold. Among the roads likely to be 
affected are the Nachliel-Talmon road, the 
al-Arub and Jinin bypass routes, the eastern 

section of the Trans-Judea highway, and a 
road to the Ta'nach settlements. 

Ha'Aretz publishes a list of more than 40 
settlements that have received contributions 
from U.S., Canadian, and European Christian 
congregations. 

30January 
HaAretz reports that the IDF moved the 

Mevo Horon checkpoint 3 km eastward into 
the West Bank on 16 January. The paper 
suggests that the relocation of the check- 
point can be interpreted as the "effective an- 
nexation of Mevo Horon and the adjacent 
Canada Park to Israel." 

4 February 
A cabinet statement issued by the PA 

condemns continuing settlement expansion. 
"The stepped up assault adjacent to Palestin- 
ian land will not enhance the peace process 
but will aggravate it further," notes the 
statement. 

Yerushalim reports the first meeting of 
the forum on "Greater Jerusalem" organized 
by settlement leaders. In a letter to PM 
Barak, the heads of local settlement councils 
demand that the Palestinian towns of Anata, 
Shu'fat, Hizma, Atarot, Bayt Iksa, Bayt 
Hanina, Abu Dis, and Azariyya remain in 
area B, under Israeli security control. 

10 February 
Justice M Yossi Beilin tells settlement 

leaders, "If you are raising the flag of 
nonevacuation of settlements, I am with you. 
From the beginning I would not have 
pushed the settlement enterprise, and I op- 
posed it, but it is impossible to tell people, 
'We made a mistake, now go home.' I see 
your coming to terms with the Oslo agree- 
ments, and I also see, on my side, the Left, a 
coming to terms with the fact of the exist- 
ence of the settlement enterprise." Beilin en- 
visions the annexation of some settlements 
by Israel while others will exist, with a con- 
nection to Israel, under Palestinian 
sovereignty. 

11 February 
Yerushalim reports an unprecedented 

agreement between PA head Arafat and PA 
Jerusalem Affairs M Faisal Husseini to dis- 
tribute millions of dollars to rehabilitate Pal- 
estinian properties in Jerusalem. 

13 February 
HaAretz reports that Barak has refused 

to approve building plans for 750 units in 
the settlement of Ariel. The settlement, with a 
population of 16,000, currently has 690 units 
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under construction. In Beitar, the settler pop- 
ulation of 13,000 will increase to 18,000 
when 950 almost completed units are 
occupied. 

Yedi'ot Aharonot reports that Defenders 
of the Law, an organization of rabbis for 
human rights, claims that the Barak govern- 
ment has closed to Palestinians 100,000 
dunams in the Hebron region. The organiza- 
tion notes that "60 percent of the Hebron re- 
gion has been turned over to settlements, 
storehouses, nature reserves, bypass roads, 
and closed military areas. Before Oslo, 
400,000 dunams were confiscated and 
closed, and since Oslo another 200,000 
dunams have been confiscated" 

14 February 
The paramilitary settlement of Sansanna, 

inside Israel, becomes a civilian settlement to 
be developed by Amana, the settlement arm 
of Gush Emunim. Fifteen families currently 
live at the site, established during the Netan- 
yahu government, which is set to be ex- 
panded across the Green Line into the West 
Bank. 

HaAretz reports that Israel's Transporta- 
tion Min. will spend $100 million on roads in 
and around Jerusalem, with a focus on new 
corridors in the occupied West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. 

15 February 
Druze residents of the Golan village of 

Majdal Shams protest the nineteenth anniver- 
sary of the distribution of Israeli ID cards to 
the local population following the annexa- 
tion of the Golan to Israel. Police respond 
with tear gas and rubber bullets. 

Peace Now announces that only a small 
percentage of land claimed for Israeli settle- 
ment purposes is actually being used. 
Through satellite photos, the organization 
calculates that 78,786 dunams of the West 
Bank is allocated for settlement purposes. 
The widest unused plots belong to the larg- 
est settlements. Ma'ale Adumim ranks high- 
est, with 50,000 dunams, but, according to 
Peace Now, it currendy utilizes only one- 
sixteenth of the area. 

Regional Cooperation M Shimon Peres 
visits Ariel, where he says that he "does not 
regret" having contributed to the establish- 
ment of Ariel more than two decades ago 
during his tenure as defense minister. Peres 
also says that settlements should not be up- 
rooted, but "I don't think that there will be 
Jews who would want to live under foreign 
rule." 

17 February 
Ha'Aretz reports that Finance M Avraham 

Shohat announced his intention to annul the 
tax-exempt status of donations to "encourage 
settlement across the Green Line." The goal 
of "encouraging building across the Green 
Line" was first recognized in 1984, and 
Shohat canceled it in 1995, during his first 
term as finance minister. PM Netanyahu rein- 
stated the tax exemption for such donations 
in February 1999. 

18 February 
Bonus reports that housing prices have 

declined by up to 30 percent in two Jerusa- 
lem neighborhoods said to be considered for 
transfer to the PA-Bayt Hanina and Shu'fat. 

20 Februay 
The Barak government decides not to 

change, for six months, the map of national 
priorities established by the Netanyahu gov- 
ernment. The map determines which Israeli 
communities are eligible for benefits and 
subsidies. West Bank settlements are promi- 
nent among those areas entitled to the most 
generous state benefits. According to Trade 
and Industry M Cohen, 25 percent of his 
budget is spent in West Bank settlements, 
although settlers comprise only 2.5 percent 
of Israel's population. 

According to YESHA, the population of 
Israeli settlements (excluding East Jerusalem) 
grew by 12.5 percent in 1999, the highest 
growth rate recorded in recent years. 

21 February 
The Housing Min. reports 1,320 housing 

starts in West Bank and Gaza Strip settle- 
ments since the Barak government assumed 
power in July 1998, bringing to 7,120 the 
number of settlement units in some stage of 
construction. 

22 February 
Israel orders the employees of the Khan 

Yunis municipality in the Gaza Strip to stop 
building a public park The park is located 
on 37 dunams of land owned by the munici- 
pality to the west of Khan Yunis refugee 
camp, near the Neve Dekalim settlement 

25 February 
Qol Ha'ir reports that the Greek Ortho- 

dox Church reneged on its agreement with a 
British-Israeli firm to permit development of 
1,200 units on a 160-dunam plot near the 
Mar Elias monastery between Har Homa and 
Gilo. 

HaAretz reports that senior Israeli gov- 
ernment officials have called upon the Jeru- 
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salem municipality to refrain from carrying 
out demolition orders against Arab homes in 
East Jerusalem until after the visit of Pope 
John Paul II in March. 

PA Jerusalem Affairs M Husseini calls 
upon the international Arab community to 
boycott Burger King unless it closes its 
Ma'ale Adumim store. A spokesperson for 
the Israeli franchise claims that Ma'ale 
Adumim is inside Israel and not in the West 
Bank. 

28 February 
The IDF removes 15 Palestinian families, 

comprising 100 people, from their homes in 
caves in the south Hebron region. Evacua- 
tion of these and other families began in the 
wake of the removal of the nearby Havat 
Maon settlement in November 1999. 

29 February 
Members of the Knesset Interior Commit- 

tee visit Arab construction sites in East Jeru- 
salem. Assistant Jerusalem Municipality 
Director Eitan Meir says, "We have stopped 
razing illegal Palestinian construction there. 
This is due to our consideration of the Pales- 
tinian population's needs, with its many chil- 
dren and its tendency to build ground-level 
homes." Houses constructed in "green areas" 
or in areas planned for roads, however, may 
still be demolished. 

Israel approves subsidies to two commer- 
cial concerns in Golan Heights settlements- 
$1 million to a company in Elrom that trans- 
lates films and $1.5 million to a plastics firm 
in Sha'ar Hagolan. 

I March 
HaAretz reports that the Higher Planning 

Council for Judea and Samaria has given fi- 
nal approval for the construction of a high- 
tech industrial park on 200 dunams in the Et- 
zion bloc of settlements. No action was 
taken on requests by settlements in the east- 
ern sector of the area, Metzad and Nokdim, 
for residential expansion. The government 
has temporarily frozen construction of a by- 
pass road from these settlements to Har 
Homa in Jerusalem. 

2 March 
Finance M Shohat tells settler leaders, 

"The only possible agreement with Palestini- 
ans will require removal of settlements. 

Whoever thinks that it is possible to reach an 
agreement without moving even one settle- 
ment is mistaken." 

Palestinian officials protest the relocation 
of several IDF checkpoints in the West Bank 
as an attempt to adjust the borders before 
the conclusion of a final status deal. Two of 
the shifted posts are near Jinin, a third is in 
Latrun, and the fourth is south of Hebron, 
near the village of Yatta. A senior Palestinian 
official said the IDF began relocating the 
area C checkpoints six months ago, raising 
suspicions that Israel wants to create new de 
facto borders in order to annex areas where 
it has settlements. 

3 March 
Yerushalim reports that paving has begun 

on the eastern ring road around Jerusalem. 

9 March 
Israeli bulldozers demolish a house in 

East Jerusalem, claiming that it was built 
without a permit. 

10 March 
Qol Ha'ir reports that PM Barak has ex- 

tended restrictions first imposed in Decem- 
ber 1999 on the issuing of new tenders for 
construction in settlements. 

Qol Ha'ir reports initial planning for a 
2,000-unit development on 253 dunams near 
the Jerusalem settlement of Gilo. 

13 March 
Yedi'ot Aharonot reports that, according 

to senior Housing Min. officials, the Barak 
government "has frozen building plans [in 
settlements] around Jerusalem." The Prime 
Minister's Office responds, "All Jewish com- 
munities around Jerusalem, like Givat Ze'ev 
and Ma'ale Adumim, will of course remain 
under Israeli sovereignty in any agreement, 
and construction in them will proceed ac- 
cording to their needs." 

The Housing Min. has prepared plans for 
the construction of 22,410 new units in the 
Jerusalem region, whose settler population at 
the end of 1997 was 140,000. The ministry's 
objective is to increase the number of Israelis 
living in this area to 250,000 by the year 
2020. The Israel Lands Authority plans to 
merge the settlement of Beitar with nearby 
Sur Hadassah in Israel. 
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