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SETTLEMENT MONITOR 

EDITED BY GEOFFREY ARONSON 

This section covers items-reprinted articles, statistics, and maps-pertaining to Israeli settle- 
ment activities in the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, including EastJerusalem, and the Golan 
Heights. Unless otherwise stated, the items in this section have been written by Geoffrey Aron- 
son directly for this section or drawn from material written by him for Report on Israeli Settle- 
ment in the Occupied Territories (hereinafter Settlement Report), a Washington-based 
bimonthly newsletter published by the Foundation for Middle East Peace. JPS is grateful to the 
Foundation for permission to draw on its material. Major documents relating to settlements 
appear in the Documents and Source Material section. 
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THE EMERGING MAP 

BARAiKS REVISED WYE AGREEMENT 

From Settlement Report, September- 
October 1999. 

The agreement signed on 4 September 
1999 in Sharm al-Shaykh, Egypt, has numer- 
ous clauses relating to all manner of issues 
outstanding between Israel and the Palestin- 
ian Authority (PA). Land and territory, how- 
ever, remain the fulcrum of Israeli-Palestinian 
relations. The Memorandum on Implementa- 
tion Timetable of Outstanding Commitments 
of Agreements Signed and the Resumption of 
Permanent Status Negotiations reaffirms 
Israel's commitment, first made by Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu almost a year 
ago, to reduce the area of the West Bank 
under exclusive Israeli control from 72 per- 
cent to 59 percent. 

Netanyahu committed himself in October 
1998 to transfer 41 percent of the West Bank 
to some measure of Palestinian control (ar- 
eas A and B) before the third redeployment 
called for in the now-almost-forgotten Oslo 
II agreement. Soon after his election, Ehud 
Barak put PA Chairman Yasir Arafat on no- 
tice that he intended to offer only 35 percent 
before a final status agreement is reached. In 

the end, however, the territorial dimension 
of the Sharm al-Shaykh agreement did not 
change from the figure agreed upon at Wye 
and remains subject to a timetable independ- 
ent of progress on final status issues, though 
the agreement divides the second withdrawal 
called for in the Oslo II accord into three 
phases, instead of the two phases outlined in 
the Wye accord. 

Barak is now faced with implementing 
agreements reached with the PLO and the 
United States by his predecessors. Like Ne- 
tanyahu before him, he is determined to re- 
fashion these agreements in his own image. 
So that just as "Wye" took the place of 
"Oslo" in the lexicon and implementation of 
Israeli-Palestinian diplomacy, so too does 
Barak intend for "Sharm al-Shaykh" to dull 
memories of Wye. At the same time, while 
the most recent agreement signifies Barak's 
"ownership" of the diplomatic framework, it 
also demonstrates his endorsement of it, de- 
spite his longstanding reservations. 

According to the Interim Agreement on 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip [Oslo II], 
signed in September 1995, the first of three 
"further redeployments" was scheduled to 
begin in October 1996. All three redeploy- 
ments were to have been completed, accord- 
ing to the Oslo II timetable, by October 
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1997. A final status agreement was to have 
been completed by October 1999. 

The Wye memorandum, signed on 23 
October 1998, divides Oslo II's second "fur- 
ther redeployment"-scheduled for April 
1997-into three phases. Wye makes no 
mention of a date or the territorial extent of 
the third redeployment called for in Oslo II 
that was to have been implemented in Octo- 
ber 1997. Neither does the Sharm al-Shaykh 
agreement. 

Unlike at Oslo II and Sharm al-Shaykh, 
however, at Wye Israel had committed itself 
to a specific territorial dimension. By includ- 
ing two separate desert-like areas in the hilly 
region northeast of Hebron as "nature 
reserves" in the planned third redeployment 
under Wye, Israel met U.S. demands for a 
transfer of 13 percent of the West Bank. The 
choice of this territory enabled Netanyahu to 
avoid reducing the area of Israeli control 
north, east, and south of Ramallah and near 
Nablus-areas where Israeli settlements are 
thick on the ground. 

But Wye's inclusion of the areas southeast 
of Bethlehem was opposed by many Israelis, 
including Barak, as a violation of the territo- 
rial requirements of the Allon Plan. Since en- 
tering negotiations with the Palestinians this 
summer, Barak has been challenged to find 
enough territory to fulfill commitments made 
in these two agreements without crossing 
the following self-imposed "red lines": 

* intruding upon lands claimed by 
settlements; 
* isolating settlements from transport 
and communication routes to Israel and 
other settlements; 
* compromising the territorial require- 
ments for Israel's defense outlined in the 
Allon Plan and the IDF's "security inter- 
ests" map. 

Neither the Sharm al-Shaykh nor the Wye 
agreements includes a map detailing the ar- 
eas to be transferred by Israel from area C to 
complete (area A) and partial/civil (area B) 
Palestinian control. Wye was the first rede- 
ployment accord in which such a map did 
not form part of the official agreement, and 
the same holds true for Sharm al-Shaykh. 
Nor did the official text of either memoran- 
dum include a description of specific territo- 
ries or regions where redeployment will be 
undertaken (with the exception, in the case 
of Wye, of the "nature reserves"). Neverthe- 
less, the Palestinians were given informal as- 
surances that the transfer of land out of sole 
Israeli control [area C] would, in the first re- 

deployment, take place mainly in the north- 
ern part of the West Bank, the second in the 
Ramallah area, and the third around Hebron. 

Implementation of the second phase of 
the Wye redeployments required Israel to 
transfer 5 percent of the West Bank-approx- 
imately 275 km2-from area C to area B. The 
first phase of the Sharm al-Shaykh agree- 
ment, which involves 385 kM2, is also con- 
cerned exclusively with transfers from area C 
to area B. 

The IDF is less concerned about these 
transfers from C to B than the settlers: The 
IDF still maintains overall security control 
over area B, whereas the settlers lose all 
rights to areas no longer classified as area C. 
In this sense, the second redeployment-the 
first that Barak must undertake-is potentially 
far more painful for settlers than any previ- 
ous transfer of land to the PA. This is one 
reason why Netanyahu never seriously con- 
sidered implementing the second redeploy- 
ment and why informed Palestinians were 
convinced that he would not. 

A close examination of the lands in the 
Ramallah region, where many expected the 5 
percent Wye redeployment to occur, reveals 
far less than 300 km2 of area C suitable for 
transfer, principally because of the density of 
settlements. Barak reduced this figure in the 
critical Ramallah area to only 60 km2_less 
than 1 percent of the West Bank. 

In order to make up the deficit, and to 
win Arafat's agreement to postpone the third 
stage of redeployment called for in Wye, 
Barak proposed a solution first outlined by 
Ariel Sharon. In discussions with Palestinian 
negotiator Mahmud Abbas and others during 
his period as a minister in the Netanyahu 
government, Sharon had offered to transfer 
"quality" territory that would increase the ter- 
ritorial continuity of Palestinian areas. In re- 
turn, the Palestinians would moderate their 
demands for "quantity." In this way Sharon 
hoped to win a reduction from 13 percent to 
less than 10 percent in the territory offered 
in fulfillment of Israel's Oslo II pledge. 

In the end, Barak failed to win a reduc- 
tion in the amount of land scheduled for re- 
deployment. Whether the Palestinians came 
out ahead in terms of the quality of the land 
to be transferred is far less certain. From 
Barak's perspective, the September 1999 re- 
deployment has the advantage of excluding 
the Ramallah region from substantial transfer, 
while focusing most transfers to the region 
south of Nablus and Hebron. 
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In order to offset the meager transfer 
around Ramallah, Barak decided at this stage 
to offer the smaller, northern section of the 
"nature reserve" that Netanyahu originally in- 
tended to transfer in the third stage of Wye's 
implementation. He also agreed to transfer 
more land around Nablus, thereby tempting 
the opposition of that area's few but politi- 
cally vocal settlers, who are among the most 
activc in the settlement right wing. 

Arafat, on the other hand, receives terri- 
tory around Nablus that will increase the ter- 
ritorial continuity of the PA. But he conceded 
to the further postponement of the sched- 
uled transfers as well as the prospect of an 
increase of PA control around Ramallah, as 
was anticipated after Wye, not to mention 
around Jerusalem and Bethlehem. The desert 
territory he gains east of the settlement of 
Nokdim, east of Bethlehem, part of the origi- 
nal "nature reserve," is of only symbolic 
value. 

The new format splits into three parts Is- 
raeli redeployments that were to have oc- 
curred, according to Wye, in two phases and 
according to Oslo II, in one phase. On 10 
September, 7 percent of the West Bank was 
transferred from area C to area B. On 15 No- 
vember, an additional 3 percent will be 
transferred from area C to area B, with an 
additional 2 percent moving from B to A. On 
20 January 2000, the third redeployment 
phase will see the transfer of an additional 1 
percent of the West Bank from C to A status, 
while 5.1 percent will be shifted from B to A 
status. 

With few exceptions, settlements in af- 
fected areas will be connected by bypass 
roads, either existing or planned, to main 
transport routes to Israel. Twelve new bypass 
roads are in various stages of planning and 
construction, although work on the $70-mil- 
lion program has been impeded by Wash- 
ington's refusal to supply the $1.2-billion aid 
package promised as part of the understand- 
ings reached at Wye. The aid was frozen 
when the process broke down in late 1998, 
and Congress recently passed up an oppor- 
tunity to advance the money. In addition, 
new Israeli military bases are being estab- 
lished throughout the West Bank, according 
to the Israeli newspaper Yedi'ot Aharonot, 
"particularly next to isolated settlements. The 
intention is not to leave isolated settlements 
in the heart of Palestinian areas without an 
army base nearby. The camps to be estab- 
lished, therefore, will separate the territory 

under Palestinian control from the settle- 
ments." The $300-million cost of these mili- 
tary deployments "will arrive as American aid 
and has been planned to the last detail," ac- 
cording to the Israeli chief of staff. 

Barak, like his predecessors, opposes 
placing any territorial constraints on the set- 
tlements' well-being, at least at this stage. In- 
deed, anticipated redeployments-north of 
Jinin, close to the Israeli town of Mukabila; 
east and south of the Nablus area settlements 
of Itamar and Elon Moreh; between the set- 
tlements of Emmanuel and Yitzhar, south of 
Nablus near Zeita; near Salfit; the "nature re- 
serve" east of the Bethlehem-area settlement 
of Nokdim; and areas south of Hebron near 
the Palestinian towns of Yatta and Samoa- 
will have minimal impact upon settlements. 
The areas near Ofra and the intelligence fa- 
cility at Ba'al Hatzor have been reduced from 
their Wye dimensions to lessen settler 
concerns. 

BARAK INHERrrs THOUSANDS OF SErrLE- 
MENT HousEs UNDER CONSTRUCTION 

From Settlement Report; July-August 
1999. 

According to Peace Now, more than 
10,000 housing units are being readied for 
occupancy in the West Bank and Gaza Strip 
settlements, enough to increase the settler 
population in these areas by 40,000, or 20 
percent. Many of the already completed units 
can be expected to be occupied during the 
summer months. 

Unoccupied but Units under 
Region Completed Units Construction 

West Bank 2,989 6,546 
Gaza 725 152 
TOTAL 3,714 6,698 

Source: Peace Now Settlement Watch, "Occupied Territories 
Population and Housing Report," May 1999. 

SEITLEMENT CHRONOLOGY 

From Settlement Report, September- 
October 1999. 

16 May 
An authorized outpost with ten mobile 

homes is established by settlers on a hilltop 
near the settlement of Halamish northwest of 
Ramallah. 

18 May 
HaAretz reports that settlement construc- 

tion in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of 
Ras al-Amud has commenced on a 3.5-acre 
site. A settlement of 130 units is to be 
constructed. 
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19 May 
Labor MK Shimon Peres states that some 

settlements will probably eventually come 
under the authority of the PA, adding that 
this would be no different than Arab villages 
in the occupied territories today being under 
Israeli control. 

Israel's Civil Administration uproots sap- 
lings planted by Palestinians near the West 
Bank village of Bayt Dajan, claiming that 
they are on "state land." 

23 May 
The Knesset Finance Committee approves 

the transfer from the state budget of $5 mil- 
lion for the settlement of Ariel. 

24 May 
Ha'Aretz reports Palestinian villagers 

from Dayr Qadis are protesting settlement 
development work on land fifty meters from 
village homes. Palestinians claim ownership 
of the territory, which is being developed as 
a new neighborhood of the Kiryat Sefer 
settlement. 

25 May 
Ha'Aretz reports that the Civil Administra- 

tion has begun expanding the municipal 
boundary of the West Bank settlement of 
Kiryat Arba near Hebron, "including lands 
claimed by Palestinian owners that were pre- 
viously declared to be beyond the settle- 
ment's municipal limits." 

Peace Now says that Jewish settlers have 
established three new settlement enclaves 
near Nablus since the 17 May elections in a 
race to grab occupied Palestinian land before 
Barak takes office. 

27 May 
The joint Israeli-Palestinian civilian affairs 

committee meets to hear the complaint of 
Palestinians from the Jordan Valley village of 
Noema who charge that settlers from nearby 
Na'ami placed mobile homes and a water 
tower on their agricultural land. Israel main- 
tains that the land is "state land." 

In Jerusalem, Israeli police clash with 
Palestinians and Israeli Peace Now activists 
demonstrating against the Ras al-Amud settle- 
ment construction. 

28 May 
HaAretz reports that the Civil Administra- 

tion's High Planning Council expedited ap- 
proval of 15-20 building plans for settle- 
ments in the months preceding the May elec- 
tions. Sources in the council are reported to 
believe that if a freeze in construction is or- 

dered by the Barak government, it will not 
affect plans already approved. 

Outgoing DM Moshe Arens approves 
master plan extending boundaries of Ma'ale 
Adumim settlement to Jerusalem, doubling 
the settlement's size and making it larger 
than Tel Aviv. The PA urges Barak to rescind 
the decision and halt settlement construction 
when he takes office. 

30 May 
PA officials call on Palestinians to observe 

a "day of rage" on 3 June to protest and 
"physically confront" Israeli settlement ex- 
pansions. The United States calls Israel's de- 
cision to annex more land to Ma'ale Adumim 
settlement "provocative." 

2June 
Ma'ariv reports that Israeli contractors 

fear a reduction or cancellation of settlement 
construction subsidies, which run as high as 
$10,000 to $17,000 per unit for land develop- 
ment alone. "We can't build new apartments, 
or continue existing construction, without 
knowing exactly that the subsidy that poten- 
tial purchasers receive will not be harmed," 
explained the head of the contractors' associ- 
ation, adding that if they were cancelled the 
group would "not shrink from making claims 
against the state for compensation." The 
Housing Ministry's five-year plan calls for the 
construction of 12,000 new dwelling units in 
West Bank settlements, including 3,000 in 
Ma'ale Adumim, 2,000 in Kiryat Sefer, and 
1,500 in Ariel. 

3 June 
PA police announce a state of maximum 

alert in anticipation of antisettlement demon- 
strations; says that PA General Intelligence 
Service and Preventive Security Force officers 
"will be deployed" among protesters to in- 
form on anyone engaging in "subversive 
actions." 

Across the West Bank and Gaza, 
3,000-5,000 Palestinians observe the PA's 
"day of rage" to protest Israeli settlement ex- 
pansion. In Bethlehem, Gaza, Hebron, Na- 
blus, and Tulkarm, demonstrators clash with 
IDF soldiers, who respond with tear gas and 
rubber bullets, in total injuring 36 Palestini- 
ans, killing one. 

An IDF statement reports that during the 
course of the day, there was total coopera- 
tion between Israeli and PA security forces. 

A second tender of 800 apartments at Har 
Homa is fully subscribed. Seven hundred of 
the original 800 units tendered have been 
sold. 
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Outgoing deputy minister of housing, 
Meir Porush, in an Arutz 7 interview, advises 
potential home buyers in settlements to take 
advantage of benefits offered by the Netan- 
yahu government. "There won't be a [settle- 
ment] freeze [by the Barak government]," 
he estimates, "not only because Barak does 
not want one, but principally because today, 
unlike 1992, most of the construction in 
YESHA is private and not part of the state 
budget, and is therefore very hard to freeze." 

8 June 
HaAretz reports that 15,000 immigrants 

from the former Soviet Union live in West 
Bank and Gaza Strip settlements. 

I I June 
Qol Ha'ir reports that a special $6.2-mil- 

lion allocation will be made to affected set- 
tlements as compensation for the Wye 
accord. The funds were agreed to in late 
1998. An additional $12-million allocation 
was made shortly after Netanyahu's May 
defeat. 

Qol Ha'ir also reports the discovery of a 
large cache of weapons stolen from the IDF 
in a cave near the Hebron area settlement of 
Maon. Police believe that the cache was as- 
sembled by settlers. 

13 June 
Five mobile homes are placed in the 

"120" section of Elon Moreh, outside the set- 
tlement's master plan area on land owned by 
Palestinians from the nearby village of Dayr 
al-Khatib. 

16 June 
PA summons Palestinian construction 

workers to police stations and orders themi 
to quit their jobs in Jewish settlements in 
Gaza to block the enclaves' expansion. 

18 June 
President Bill Clinton signs a waiver of 

legislation requiring the United States to 
move its embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. 

Qol Ha'ir reports that due to budgetary 
considerations, the Jerusalem municipality 
has frozen the planning of a new settlement 
area in Abu Dis, reversing a decision made 
on 5 May. 

Outgoing YESHA Council head Pinchas 
Wallerstein warns that Barak plans to remove 
some 60 YESHA communities, but asks 
YESHA residents not to "capture hilltops" on 
their own without coordinating with the 
YESHA Council, because "if the struggle for 
the settlement enterprise is conducted in a 
nonuniform manner, it will fail." 

Barak explains in HaAretz that "the Go- 
lan has a wonderful and important settle- 
ment enterprise, but it will not be possible to 
make peace there without a compromise. Ju- 
dea and Samaria [however] is the birthplace 
of our history-it is more emotional, it is 
something else." 

Construction of an industrial park in 
Gaza's Katif bloc settlement of Neve 
Dekalim, comprising 5,000 m2 of space, is al- 
most complete. 

21 June 
Forty contractors have bid on the third 

tender issued for residential construction at 
Har Homa in East Jerusalem, compared to 14 
in the previous two rounds. More than 1,700 
dwelling units have been sold at the site. 

Israel's Housing Ministry issues tenders 
for construction of 22 new homes in Neve 
Dekalim settlement in Gaza. Peace Now 
claims there are already 600 empty houses in 
the settlement. 

The Palestinian organization LAW reports 
that 33 Palestinian dwellings have been de- 
molished in Jerusalem and the West Bank 
since the beginning of 1999. 

23 June 
Jewish settlers from Efrat seize a 25-acre 

plot of land belonging to the Palestinian vil- 
lage of Khadr and set up six mobile homes 
on a nearby hill. 

27 June 
Ma'ariv reports that outgoing DM Arens 

and the head of Israel's Central Command, 
Moshe Ya'alon, approved a Housing Ministry 
plan for the construction of 1,800 dwelling 
units in the West Bank adjacent to the East 
Jerusalem settlement suburb of Neve 
Ya'aqov. The new construction will form a 
territorial link between the settlements of 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank settlement 
of Adam. The newspaper reports that the 
area will be annexed to Jerusalem upon the 
completion of construction. Other construc- 
tion in the area includes 450 units in Tel 
Zion (out of 1,000 approved) and 300 in 
Adam. Construction of the 1,800 units is ex- 
pected to begin within weeks. 

4 July 
Jewish settlers from Bet Arye settlement 

uproot and confiscate trees from 30 dunams 
of nearby Palestinian land. IDF soldiers block 
the Palestinian owners' access to the area. 

6July 
An Israeli family of 13 moves into a 

house in the East Jerusalem neighborhood of 
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Uqbat al-Tikkiyya. The property was pur- 
chased by the settlement group Ateret 
Cohanim, which now claims to control prop- 
erty in 35 locations in the Old City. 

8 July 
Interior Minister Natan Sharansky assures 

settlers that PM Ehud Barak has promised 
not to evacuate hilltop settlements. 

I July 
At his first public meeting with PM Barak, 

PA chairman Arafat calls for a freeze on new 
construction. Barak replies that no new set- 
tlements will be built and none will be 
dismantled. 

12 July 
Minister of Industry and Trade Ran Cohen 

instructs the Investment Center not to ap- 
prove government funding for any new fac- 
tories in West Bank settlement areas "until 
the government determines its new order of 
priorities" and calls upon Israelis not to in- 
vest in factories in West Bank settlement ar- 
eas as "they don't supply work for the 
unemployed of the development towns." In- 
vestment requests made after January 1998 
have been frozen. The subsidies for these in- 
vestments total $90 million, of which more 
than $5 million comes from the Ministry of 
Industry and Trade. Finance Minister 
Avraham Shohat notes, however, that such 
decisions are not in Cohen's purview, but 
can be made only by the PM and the finance 
minister. 

The YESHA Council chooses Benny 
Kashriel, mayor of Ma'ale Adumim, to suc- 
ceed Pinchas Wallerstein as its chairman. 

In separate meetings, PM Barak briefs set- 
tlement leaders of the West Bank and Golan 
areas. Golan leaders call upon Barak not to 
make a deal with Syria at the settlers' 
expense. 

14 July 
The UN convention of signatories to the 

Fourth Geneva Convention opens symboli- 
cally and adjourns sine die. 

15 July 
Ha'Aretz reports that settlers from the 

Gaza settlements of Dugit and Eli Sinai have 
constructed "summer homes" without per- 
mits on a nearby beach. 

1 7 July 
PA security officials in Gaza report that 

Jewish settlers aided by the IDF have bull- 
dozed some 200 dunams of Palestinian land 

near Khan Yunis, placed 15 trailers on the 
site, and begun constructing greenhouses. 

18 July 
The PLO Executive Committee declares 

that all settlement activities must be halted 
and that Israel must implement the Wye 
accords. 

19 July 
Education Minister Yossi Sarid instructs 

his ministry to declare West Bank settlements 
no longer eligible for free education for 
three-year-old children. 

20 July 
The IDF is reported to have begun site 

work for the construction of a new base in 
the West Bank near the settlement of Shaked 
in anticipation of implementing further rede- 
ployments outlined in the Wye agreement. 
The anticipated redeployment is aimed at 
"providing maximum protection to the local 
YESHA communities," according to an IDF 
official. 

22 July 
Interior Minister Sharansky announces 

that he favors ending the program of revok- 
ing residency rights of Palestinians who fail 
to maintain their "center of life" in Jerusalem. 
The program, which began in 1995, resulted 
in the revocation of the residency rights of 
689 Palestinians in 1996 and 788 in 1998. 
During the first five months of 1999 the resi- 
dency rights of 117 Palestinians were 
revoked. 

The Jordan Valley settlement of Na'aran, 
which has encountered severe economic 
problems, is set to be completely evacuated 
by its civilian inhabitants. 

25 July 
Vowing to take action against "unilateral 

and illegal steps" by settlers, PM Barak sends 
the IDF to remove five mobile homes placed 
by Jewish settlers on a West Bank hilltop on 
23 July to expand an existing encampment, 
Shvut Rahel. Barak does not order the dis- 
mantling of Shvut Rahel itself-one of 25 
new enclaves that have been set up since 
the Wye agreement was signed in October 
1998-but calls it "an illegal outpost whose 
future is being determined in court." 

IDF bulldozes the temporary shelter con- 
structed by a Palestinian family whose home 
was demolished on 14 July. 

3 August 
In the Israeli-controlled section of He- 

bron, unidentified assailants shoot and 
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wound two Jewish settlers. Hamas's armed 
wing later takes responsibility for the 
shooting. 

4 August 
In response to the 3 August shooting, the 

IDF seals Hebron and imposes a curfew on 
Palestinians in the Israeli-controlled sector of 
the city. 

8 August 
The PA, pressured by Israel to crack 

down on Hamas since the 3 August shooting 
in Hebron, announces that it has arrested 
three Hamas leaders in Gaza. 

10 August 
Peace Now reports that in the month 

since PM Barak took office, his new housing 
minister, Yitzhak Levy, has issued tenders for 
construction of 1,517 units in the settle- 
ments-six times the average monthly rate of 
settlement housing construction under the 
Netanyahu government. Levy says that Peace 
Now's numbers are wrong and that "only" 
678 tenders for new units have been issued 
in the last month. 

11 August 
Israel's Office of the Judge Advocate Gen- 

eral issues a legal opinion stating that 30 of 
the 42 settlement enclaves established since 
the October 1998 signing of the Wye agree- 
ment are illegal. 

Israel's Interior Ministry demolishes two 
Palestinian homes in the Wallaja neighbor- 
hood of Jerusalem, sparking clash between 
Israeli police and Palestinians in which one 
policeman is injured. 

THE PA BANS PALESTINIAN WORK 
IN SEITLEMENTS 

The following report by Suha Abu Rama- 
dan is reprintedfrom the Palestine Report; 
published by the Jerusalem Media and Com- 
munications Center, 25 June 1999. 

Isma'el Abu Taha, 26, is married and has 
four children. To support his young family, 
Abu Taha helps to build the Israeli settle- 
ment of Morag, northeast of his own town of 
Rafah. "Basically, we do not like to work in 
the Jewish settlements, but we do now be- 
cause we have no other choices and no 
other job opportunities," said Abu Taha. 

The 18 Israeli settlements in Gaza employ 
more than 4,000 Palestinian workers in con- 
struction and agriculture. In 1998, more 
Palestinians were working on settlements 
than at any time since the signing of peace 
agreements between Israelis and Palestinians. 

The Palestinian Authority is trying to stop 
all that. In a police order carried out [in late 
June], the Palestinian Authority made it ille- 
gal for Palestinians like Abu Taha to go to 
work. As part of its campaign to stop the 
growth of settlements, the Palestinian Au- 
thority wants to hurt Gaza settlers economi- 
cally by cutting off their source of cheap 
labor. 

Khalid al-Khatib, the spokesman of the 
Palestinian National and Islamic Committee 
for Settlement Resistance, said that this step 
was taken by the committee in cooperation 
with the Palestinian police. "The Committee 
for Settlement Resistance recently urged Pal- 
estinian laborers who work in the Jewish set- 
tlements to stop working there in order to 
stop indirectly contributing to the growth of 
settlements in Gaza," said Khatib. 

Palestinian security forces confiscated 
work permits that enable them to enter and 
work at the Jewish settlements of Morag, 
Gush Katif, Neve Dekalim, and Netzarim. La- 
borers were required to sign an understand- 
ing that a violation of the ban on settlement 
labor holds a penalty of six months in jail 
and a fine of $500. 

Palestinian security officials said that 
workers could continue to labor as farm 
hands in the settlements, but not in construc- 
tion. Aiding the expansion of settlements vio- 
lates the Palestinians' national interests, they 
said. The Palestinian cabinet rubber-stamped 
the police order, voting its approval in the 
West Bank city of Ramallah [and extending 
it to agricultural as well as other workers]. 

Some doubt the effectiveness of the 
move. Abu Taha said that Jewish settlers at 
Morag warned the workers that if they do 
not return to work in the settlement, they 
will be replaced by foreign workers from 
Thailand and lose their working and com- 
pensation rights. According to Israeli law, if a 
worker is fired he or she must be compen- 
sated a set amount for every year of work. 

The settlers who employ Palestinians in 
the settlements humiliate them, overwork 
them for more than eight hours a day and 
pay each worker only $10 a day, said Abu 
Taha. While construction workers employed 
by Palestinians make a similar wage, those 
lucky enough to receive permission to work 
inside Israel can make as much as nearly $40 
per day. 

The workers said that some settlers were 
holding their work permits at the gates of 
the settlement, claiming that they were keep- 
ing the workers' permits from being confis- 
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cated by the Palestinian police. "If the 
Palestinian Authority wants us to quit work- 
ing in the settlements, it should create new 
jobs," said Abu Taha. The committee behind 
the move has officially asked Palestinian 
businesspeople and factory owners to find a 
space for the more than 2,000 workers who 
are employed in construction in the Israeli 
settlements, said Khatib. 

The workers, many of whom have la- 
bored on Jewish settlements for over ten 
years, usually come from the central and 
southern parts of the Gaza Strip. They are 
often the children of farmers or laborers who 
work in Israel. 

Rasim al-Biari, head of the Palestinian 
trade union, said that his union has repeat- 
edly asked Palestinian workers to stop work- 
ing in the settlements and to try to find jobs 
in the Palestinian private sector. "If they con- 
tinue working in the settlements, it will be 
very dangerous-those settlements may turn 
into joint Israeli-Palestinian industrial zones," 
said Biari. He fears that workers on the set- 
tlements help to legitimize their existence at 
a time when the Palestinian leadership is 
preparing to push for settlement removal in 
final status talks. "But if we ask those labor- 
ers to stop working in the settlements, we 
have to find them an alternative," Biari said. 

INTERVIEW XNTH KHALL TUAKJI 

Khalil Tufakji, a geographer and head of 
the map section at Orient House, is the fore- 
most Palestinian expert on Israeli settlement 
planning. This interview was published in 
Ha'Aretz on 4 June 1999. 

Q. What is meant by Israel's use of the term 
"settlement blocs'? 

Tufakji: There are actually four large blocs. 
The first in the western Shomron along the 
trans-Samaria highway until Ariel and 
Tapuach. The second bloc is northeast of La- 
trun [the Modi'in bloc] where large-scale 
construction is now underway. The third 
bloc is in greater Jerusalem. Two urban set- 
tlements-Ma'ale Adumim and Givat Ze'ev- 
are at its center. The fourth bloc is the Etzion 
bloc [south of Jerusalem]. Smaller blocs are 
situated in the Jordan valley, in the Ramallah 

area, in central and northern Samaria, and 
the Mount Hebron region. 

Q. Have the large blocs been transformed 
into an integral part of the state of Israel? 

Tufakji. It is possible to say this about the 
large blocs like the western Shomron and 
the Modi'in area that are contiguous with 
Israel, and less so in the case of the other 
blocs. 

Q. Is it true that the West Bank is already 
divided between Israel and the Palestinians 
and that what remains is only to announce 
this officially? 

Tufakfi: The matter is more complicated 
than that. Large Arab populations live within 
the settlement blocs. If Israel annexes these 
blocs, it will have no choice but to annex 
their Arab communities as well. There are 
differences from place to place. Ma'ale 
Adumim, for example, can be annexed with- 
out including Arab communities. However, 
there is no possibility of doing this in west- 
ern Shomron, or even in the Etzion bloc, as 
well as other areas. 

Within the Etzion bloc, there are Arab vil- 
lages among the settlements, and it is impos- 
sible to simply skip over them and annex the 
remainder to Israel. You cannot draw the 
borders annexing the Etzion bloc to Israel 
without also annexing communities with a 
large Arab population. In areas like the west- 
ern Shomron bloc, in order to annex its set- 
tlements Israel will have to annex an even 
larger population of Arabs. 

Q: This week the Palestinian Authority be- 
gan a campaign against settlements. There 
is a feeling that Palestinian behavior on this 
issue has become routine, and we don't 
hear much about it. 

Tufakfi: This is incorrect. Every day the Pal- 
estinian press is full of articles on land con- 
fiscation and settlement expansion. There are 
places such as Wadi Kana near Karnei 
Shomron, and near the settlement of Itamar, 
and also near the villages of Sa'ir and Shi'uch 
north of Hebron where there are violent 
confrontations almost daily. It is correct that 
the Palestinian Authority sometimes calms 
the atmosphere for political reasons. 
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